
      
 

           
       
  

         
 

      
    

American Culture & Ethnic Studies (ACES) 
Graduation Requirement 

At a meeting on June 28, 2018, the SMMUSD BoE approved 
a revised set of graduation requirements (6146.1) that 
included the following: 

“[Students must] Pass an additional course(s) from a list of Board 
approved courses that meet an American cultures and ethnic 
studies requirement [ACES]. This requirement is equal to ten 
credits and is to commence with the class of 2024.” 



    
     

    
    

  

  
 
     

  
    

   
   

     

What Does a Course Need to Have 
in Order to Fulfill the ACES Requirement? 

It must meet all of the following criteria: 

• Include at least 5 perspectives 
such as (but not limited to) 

• Race 
• Ethnicity 
• Class (SES Status) 
• Gender 
• LGBTQ 

• Integrate all 20 of the Social 
Justice Standards 
• Include SJS aligned tasks and 

rubrics to evaluate student work 
• Include a culminating project 

(i.e. a Capstone, Service 
Learning, Inquiry Based Learning) 



      
   

          

         

            
            

        

  
      

How Does a Student in SMMUSD 
Meet this Graduation Requirement? 

Students must take 
11th grade U.S. History at Santa Monica High School 

At present, the 11th Grade United States History course is the only course that 
allows students to fulfill the BoE’s ACES requirement. 

* 

The option to get a course ACES certified is open to all academic areas. 
* 

The history department is taking the lead in this work. Building on work started 
last year, other History-Social Science courses are in the process of being 

revised to fulfill the ACES requirement and thus offer students further choice. 



       
   

     
 

   

   

  

     
   

    
     

   

What Does the 11th Grade U.S. History ACES Class 
at Santa Monica Provide? 

New U.S. History ACES approved by the 
BoE, May 2020 

* 
Granted U-C “A-G” approval June 2020 

* 
Officially offered beginning September 2020 

* 
Embeds engaging instructional strategies 

* 
Integrates all Social Justice and State 

History-Social Science Content Standards 
* 

Provides students with direct instruction on 
the rhetorical writing & research skills 

needed for college success 



Accessibility Report

		Filename: 

		ACES_Information.pdf



		Report created by: 

		Maryanne Solomon

		Organization: 

		



 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]

Summary

The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.

		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 1



Detailed Report

		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Failed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting




Back to Top