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SMMUSD Appoints Ashley Zartner as Assistant Principal for
Edison Language Academy and McKinley Elementary School

The Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District (SMMUSD)
Board of Education approved the appointment of Ashley
Zartner as the new assistant principal of Edison Language
Academy and McKinley Elementary School at its Sept. 19,
2024, meeting. Zartner will serve both schools, dedicating
50% of her time to each campus.

Zartner brings more than 10 years of experience in
education, specializing in instructional leadership, literacy
development, and fostering equitable learning environments.
Throughout her career, she has been dedicated to improving
student outcomes through data-driven practices, professional
development for educators, and the creation of collaborative

school cultures.

‘I am honored and excited to join the SMMUSD,” said Zartner. “I am grateful for the opportunity
to serve students and their families alongside a team of individuals who value belonging and
who prioritize equity. | look forward to contributing to the community and helping our students
continue to thrive.”

Most recently, Zartner served as the assistant principal at The Accelerated School in Los
Angeles, where she was instrumental in implementing systematic literacy and math
interventions across K-5 settings. She also led efforts to enhance teacher professional
development and build cohesive instructional practices through goal-based coaching and
collaboration. Prior to her role as assistant principal, Zartner was a teacher and member of the
leadership team at The Accelerated School, where she played a key part in transitioning the
school to Common Core Standards and developed curricular maps and pacing guides for
English language arts and math. Zartner’s dedication to supporting students with disabilities and
English language learners has been a cornerstone of her work.

Zartner holds a Bachelor of Arts in English with minors in French and History from the College
of Saint Benedict in Minnesota. She earned a Master of Education from the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and she completed UCLA’s Leadership Support Program,
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where she received her Clear Administrative Services Credential. Zartner also speaks and
understands Spanish.

“Ms. Zartner brings a wealth of experience and a deep commitment to educational equity,” said
Superintendent Dr. Antonio Shelton. “Her ability to lead with data-driven strategies, foster
collaboration, and prioritize student success aligns perfectly with the goals of Edison Language
Academy and McKinley Elementary. Her familiarity with the Spanish language will be a
supportive feature for families at both schools. We are confident that her leadership will have a
lasting, positive impact on our students and their families.”
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El SMMUSD nombra a Ashley Zartner subdirectora de la escuela
Edison Language Academy y de la Escuela Primaria McKinley

La Mesa Directiva de Educacion del Distrito Escolar
Unificado de Santa Monica-Malibu (SMMUSD) aprobo
durante la reunion ordinaria del 19 de septiembre de 2024 el
nombramiento de Ashley Zartner como la nueva subdirectora
de la escuela Edison Language Academy y la Escuela
Primaria McKinley. Zartner brindara servicios a amabas
escuelas, dedicando 50% de su tiempo en cada plantel.

Zartner aporta mas de 10 afios de experiencia en educacion,
con especializacién en liderazgo en la instruccién, desarrollo
de la lectoescritura, y la incentivacion de ambientes
equitativos para el aprendizaje. A lo largo de su carrera, ha
estado dedicada a mejorar los resultados entre los

estudiantes mediante practicas fundamentadas en datos
estadisticos, capacitacion profesional para educadores, y la creacion de un ambiente
colaborador en el plantel.

“Me siento honrada y emocionada de unirme al SMMUSD?”, dijo Zartner. “Estoy agradecida por
la oportunidad de servir a los estudiantes y a sus familias, junto con un equipo de individuos
que valoran el sentimiento de pertenencia y que dan prioridad a la equidad. Espero contribuir a
la comunidad y hacer lo necesario para que nuestros estudiantes continden prosperando”.

Recientemente, Zartner fungié como subdirectora en la escuela The Accelerated School en Los
Angeles, en donde jugé un papel preponderante en la implementacion de intervenciones
sistematicas de lectoescritura y matematicas en los grados kinder al 5. También dirigio los
esfuerzos para mejorar la capacitaciéon profesional docente y establecer practicas de
instruccion coherentes mediante un asesoramiento enfocado en las metas y la colaboracion.
Antes de su papel como subdirectora, Zartner fue maestra e integrante del equipo de liderazgo
en The Accelerated School, en donde jugd un papel clave en la transicion del plantel a los
Estandares basicos comunes y el desarrollo mapas curriculares y guias para Lengua y
Literatura en Inglés y Matematicas. La dedicacion de Zartner para apoyar a los estudiantes con
discapacidades y a los Aprendices de Inglés han sido el pilar de su trabajo.
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“La Srta. Zartner aporta una gran experiencia y un amplio compromiso para la equidad
educativa”, dijo el Superintendente Dr. Shelton. “Su aptitud para dirigir estrategias
fundamentadas en los datos estadisticos, fomentar la colaboracion y priorizar el éxito estudiantil
coincide perfectamente con las metas de Edison Language Academy y la Primaria McKinley.
Su conocimiento del idioma espafol sera algo que permitira brindar apoyo a las familias en
ambas escuelas. Tenemos la confianza de que su liderazgo tendra un efecto duradero y
positivo en nuestros estudiantes y las familias”.
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