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SMMUSD Receives Statewide Honors for Communication

The California School Public Relations
Association (CalSPRA), a statewide
organization that promotes better public
understanding, commitment and support of
public education, is pleased to announce that
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District
(SMMUSD) received an Award of Excellence for
Teacher Spotlight. Madelyn Schwartz Shaping
SMMUSD’s Youngest Students and SMMUSD
Continues Implementation of Olweus Bullying
Prevention Program in the writing category.

The SMMUSD communications team with CalSPRA
President Jessica Hull at the 2024 conference.

“It is extremely exciting to honor SMMUSD with

these awards,” said CalSPRA President Jessica Hull. “CalSPRA members across California
help lead our school communities through a variety of challenges, providing effective
communication in the face of uncertainty and polarization. Now, more than ever, successful
communication is at the heart of public education. This award-winning example is just one way
SMMUSD provides excellent communication work every day.”

“We are honored to accept these awards for successful and effective communication,” said
SMMUSD Community and Public Relations Officer, Gail Pinsker. “Our dedication to our
students' success remains at the heart of everything we do, and these awards reflect our
commitment to building strong connections within our community to support the student
educational journey.”

CalSPRA’s Excellence in Communication Awards program recognizes superior achievement in
meeting strategic goals through high-quality communications and public relations programs.
Each entry is evaluated by communication professionals on the overall excellence of the entry.
Awards were presented at CalSPRA’s Annual Conference and Awards Banquet on March 1,
2024, in Sacramento.

This is the second year that SMMUSD has been recognized for effective and successful
communication. At the 2023 conference SMMUSD received an Award of Excellence for the
District’s newsletter, The SMMUSD Wave, and the Neighborhood Mailer postcard, as well as an
Award of Merit for Santa Monica High School Students Makes a Splash with Plankton Science
Experiment video. Additionally, Pinsker was honored as the 2023 Communicator of the Year.
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The SMMUSD communications team consists of Gail Pinsker, Community & Public Relations
Officer and Diana Bouchaaya and Esmi McKay, Communication Specialists.

About CalSPRA

The California School Public Relations Association (CalSPRA) is a nationally recognized leader
in school communications with a membership of more than 850. Members represent school
districts and county offices of all sizes, ranging from the largest urban districts to those located
in remote areas serving one or two schools, as well as other professionals in the field of
education.
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El SMMUSD recibe un reconocimiento estatal en las comunicaciones

La Asociacion de Relaciones Publicas Escolares
de California (CalSPRA, por sus siglas en inglés),
una organizacion estatal que promueve un mayor
entendimiento publico, el compromiso y el apoyo a
la educacién publica, se complace en anunciar que
el Distrito Escolar Unificado de Santa Ménica-
Malibu (SMMUSD) recibié el Galardén a la
Excelencia en la categoria de redaccion por
Teacher Spotlight: Madelyn Schwartz Shaping
SMMUSD’s Youngest Students y SMMUSD

Conti Imol tati Ol Bullvi El equipo de Comunicaciones del SMMUSD con
oniinues implemeniation o weus builying Jessica Hull, la presidenta de CalSPRA durante la

Prevention Program. conferencia del 2024.

“Es con gran emocion que reconocemos al SMMUSD con estos galardones”, dijo Jessica Hull,
presidenta de CalSPRA. “Los integrantes de CalSPRA a lo largo y ancho de California son la
contribuyen para que nuestras comunidades escolares puedan sobrellevar una variedad de
retos, brindando comunicacion efectiva frente la incertidumbre y la polarizacién. Ahora, mas
gue nunca, una comunicacion apropiada es fundamental en la educacion publica. Este
galardén es solo un ejemplo de una de las maneras en que el SMMUSD brinda una
comunicacion excelente todos los dias”.

“Nos sentimos honrados de aceptar estos reconocimientos por una comunicacion eficaz y
apropiada”, dijo Gail Pinsker, titular del departamento de Relaciones Publicas y con la
Comunidad del SMMUSD. “Nuestra dedicacién al éxito de nuestros estudiantes es la parte
central de todo lo que hacemos, y estos reconocimientos reflejan nuestro compromiso para
construir conexiones sélidas con nuestra comunidad para favorecer el camino educativo de los
estudiantes”.

El programa del Galardon por la Excelencia en la Comunicaciéon de CalSPRA reconoce los
logros excepcionales para cumplir con las metas estratégicas a través de programas de
comunicaciones y relaciones publicas de alta calidad. Cada muestra de participacién se evallua
por profesionales de la comunicacion en torno la excelencia general de la propuesta. Los
reconocimientos fueron entregados durante la Conferencia Anual y Banquete de Entrega de
Galardones CalSPRA el 1 de marzo de 2024 en Sacramento.
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Este es el segundo afio que el SMMUSD ha recibido el reconocimiento por una comunicacion
eficaz y apropiada. En la conferencia del 2023 el distrito recibié el Galardén a la Excelencia por
el boletin del Distrito, The SMMUSD Wave, y la tarjeta postal the Neighborhood Mailer asi
como un Galardén al Mérito por el video Santa Monica High School Students Makes a Splash
with Plankton Science Experiment. Ademas, Pinsker recibio el galardén de Comunicador del
ARo 2023.

El equipo de Comunicaciones del SMMUSD esta integrado por Gail Pinsker, titular de
Relaciones publicas y de la comunidad y Diana Bouchaaya y Esmi McKay, especialistas en la
comunicacion.

Acerca de CalSPRA

La organizacién California School Public Relations Association (CalSPRA) [Asociacion de
Relaciones Publicas Escolares de California] es reconocida a nivel nacional en el campo de las
comunicaciones escolares con una membresia de mas de 850 agrupaciones, que representan
a distritos escolares y departamentos del condado, desde grandes distritos urbanos hasta los
situados en zonas remotas que prestan servicio a una o dos escuelas, asi como a otros
profesionales del ambito de la educacion.

Hi##

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
1717 4 Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401
ph; 310.450.8338
www.smmusd.org
Follow us on Twitter: @SMMUSD
Follow us on Instagram: @smmusd_official

-more-


https://www.smmusd.org/Page/6916
https://www.smmusd.org/Page/6878
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5InFELo_Khc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5InFELo_Khc
https://www.calspra.org/
http://www.smmusd.org/

	CalSPRA 2024 awards Final 031824
	CalSPRA 2024 awards Final 031824 - Spanish

