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Samohi Students Receive President’s Volunteer Service Award

The Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District
(SMMUSD) would like to congratulate Jacob Gilshteyn,
Veniamin Marholin, and Pavlo Senchylov from Santa
Monica High School (Samohi) on receiving the
President’s Volunteer Service Award (PVSA). They
were honored with the award for their dedicated
community service efforts through Generation Connect.

The students have been active members of Generation
Connect, which connects high school students with
seasoned adults for engagement, enhancement and
entertainment services, since summer 2022.
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“l decided to become part of Generation Connect
because they have such an impact on the daily lives of
seniors, as well as help bridge the gap between teens

Jacob ilshteyn and Veniamin Marholin
receiving the President's Volunteer Serivce
Award during Samohi's Renaissance Awards

and seniors,” Gilshteyn, who is a freshman. “The impact

the teens have on seniors is huge because many seniors are often isolated and alone.
However, when seniors communicate with teens, these feelings of loneliness fade away and |
knew | wanted to contribute to this cause.”

They spent countless hours connecting with older adults, providing companionship and giving
back to their community through virtual sessions of tech support, online gaming and common
interest bonding.

“My favorite community service effort that | worked on was solving technology problems that
seniors had online in Generation Connect and | also enjoyed communicating with the seniors
and socializing with them,” said Gilshteyn.

The PVSA is the highest honor given to individuals and organizations for their volunteer service
and civic participation. The award recognizes those who have significantly impacted their
communities through volunteering and service. The students each earned more than 100
community service hours through their work with Generation Connect. Gilshteyn earned 138
hours, Marholin earned 119 hours and Senchylov earned 130 hours.

“Jacob, Veniamin and Pavlo are shining examples of the positive impact that young people can
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have on their community,” said Generation Connect Founder, Candance Walker. “We're thrilled
that their hard work and dedication have been recognized with this prestigious award.”

Thanks to the work of the Los Angeles County Office of Education’s (LACOE) Carla Nunez and
Edgar Gonzales, through the Community Schools initiative, Generation Connect was awarded
the opportunity to offer the program at Santa Monica High School during the summer of 2022.

Many students remained even after the LACOE contract ended.

“I think it's important if you're in high school to be a part of Generation Connect because you
really get a valuable experience from this program, as well as relatability,” said Marholin. “Since
a lot of people my age, myself included, are looking for advice during important parts of life,
receiving information from people who have experienced it is invaluable.”

The students received medallions, certificates and letters from President Biden for their service,
that were presented to them at Samohi’s Renaissance Awards.

Written by Diana Bouchaaya, Communications Specialist

Hi#H

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
1717 4 Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401
ph; 310.450.8338
www.smmusd.org
Follow us on Twitter: @SMMUSD
Follow us on Instagram: @smmusd_official



http://www.smmusd.org/

4 ' \ A —. b
A [ \4s 4

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICTNEWS RELEASE
CONTACT: Gail Pinsker FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

310.450.8338, ext. 70230 June 5, 2023
gpinsker@smmusd.org

Los estudiantes de Samohi reciben el Premio
Presidencial al Servicio Voluntario

El Distrito Escolar Unificado de Santa Monica-Malibu
(SMMUSD) desea felicitar a los estudiantes Jacob
Gilshteyn, Veniamin Marholin y Pavlo Senchylov de la
Escuela Preparatoria Santa Mdnica (Samohi) por el
Premio Presidencial al Servicio Voluntario (PVSA, por sus
siglas en inglés); quienes fueron honrados por su
dedicacion al servicio comunitario a través de la
organizacién Generation Connect.

Los estudiantes han sido miembros activos de Generation
Connect, la cual conecta a los alumnos de la preparatoria
con personas adultas experimentadas para servicios de
participacién, mejora y entretenimiento desde el verano
2022.
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Jacob Gilshteyn y Veniamin Marholin
reciben el Premio Presidencial al Servicio
“He decidido ser parte de Generation Connect porque es Voluntario durante los la entrega de los
premios Renaissance de Samohi

una organizacion de gran impacto en la vida cotidiana de

las personas mayores, asi también como en la disminucion de la diferencia generacional entre
adolescentes y adultos mayores”, expreso Gilshteyn, estudiante del primer afio. “El impacto que
los adolescentes tienen en las personas mayores es enorme ya que muchas de ellas estan
aisladas y solas. No obstante, cuando los adultos mayores se comunican con los jovenes, esos
sentimientos de soledad se desvanecen, y quise contribuir con esta causa.”

Los alumnos pasan muchas horas relacionandose con las personas mayores, y les brindan
compafiia mediante sesiones virtuales de apoyo tecnolégico, juegos en linea y de esta manera
contribuyen con su comunidad y se vinculan afectivamente con ellas a través de intereses
comunes.

“Mi servicio comunitario favorito fue trabajar en ayudar a resolver los problemas tecnolégicos
gue las personas adultas tenian en linea en Generation Connect y también disfruté conversar y
socializar con ellos”, dijo Gilshteyn.

El premio PVSA es el premio mas prestigioso que se entrega a las personas y a las
organizaciones por su servicio voluntario y participacion civica. Este premio reconoce a
aquellas personas que han hecho contribuciones significativas a sus comunidades por medio
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del trabajo y el servicio voluntario. Cada estudiante acumula mas de 100 horas de servicio
comunitario por medio de su colaboracion con Generation Connect. Gilshteyn obtuvo 138
horas, Marholin obtuvo 119 y Senchylov 130 horas.

“Jacob, Veniamin y Pavlo son ejemplos brillantes del impacto positivo que las personas jévenes
logran tener en su comunidad”, mencion6é Candance Walker, la fundadora de Generation
Connect. “Estamos muy emocionados de que hayan sido reconocidos con este prestigioso
premio por su arduo trabajo y dedicacién.”

Gracias a la labor de la Secretaria de Educacion del condado de Los Angeles (LACOE), Carla
Nufiez y Edgar Gonzalez, de la iniciativa Escuelas Comunitarias, Generation Connect tuvo la
oportunidad de ofrecer el programa en la preparatoria Santa Monica High School durante el
verano 2022. Muchos alumnos continuaron en el programa, incluso después de que finalizara
el contrato con LACOE.

“Creo que es importante, si estas en la preparatoria, ser parte de Generation Connect ya que
puedes obtener una experiencia invaluable en este programa, y también empatia,” expreso
Marholin. “Ya que mucha gente de mi edad, y yo también me incluyo, buscamos consejos
durante los momentos importantes de nuestra vida, y recibir esa informacién de gente que ya lo
ha vivido no tiene precio.”

Los estudiantes recibieron medallas, certificados y cartas del presidente Biden por su servicio, y
se les entregaron los mismos durante los Premios Renaissance de Samohi.

Redactado por Diana Bouchaaya, Especialista en comunicaciones
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