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 Earth Day Celebrated at Rogers’ Regenerative Farm 

Let’s Celebrate! Will Rogers Learning Community invited 
students, parents and staff  to participate in Will Rogers 
Learning Community’s Earth Day Festival in April, held 
at the school’s regenerative farm. 

Students and attendees explored the grounds with 
Farmer Matthew Van Diepen and learned about 
composting, decomposition, soil science, carbon 
capture, the nutritional benefits of organic produce and 
how to create sustainable eating habits.  

Attendees also enjoyed live music, educational booths 
and visited with local Santa Monica business vendors.   

The Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District (SMMUSD) purchased the property adjacent 
to Rogers where the farm is located several years ago and the school has turned the land into a 
regenerative farm where Rogers students learn valuable lessons about the environment, 
sustainability and gardening. 

Students and community members transformed the land into this farm in 2021. From radishes to 
fava beans to sunflowers and green onions students are planting and growing it all and learning 
in the process. 

“The farm is a perfect example of what can be done in the District to enhance student 
education, further the culture of sustainability, and strengthen the spirit of the community 
through such a beautiful green space,” said SMMUSD Sustainability Manager Austin Toyama. “I 
would like all of our schools and students to have this opportunity.” 

 
Written by Esmi Careaga, Communications Specialist 
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Students showing fruits and vegtiables 
they grew on the farm.  
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Se celebró el Día de la Tierra en la huerta regenerativa de Rogers  

¡Celebremos! La escuela Will Rogers Learning 
Community invitó a los estudiantes, los padres y el 
personal a participar en el Festival del Día de la Tierra 
en Will Rogers Learning Community el pasado mes de 
abril, que se llevó a cabo en la huerta regenerativa de la 
escuela.  

Los estudiantes y los asistentes visitaron los alrededores 
con la guía el granjero Matthew Van Dipen, y 
aprendieron acerca de la preparación del abono, la 
descomposición, la ciencia de la tierra, la captura de 
carbono, los beneficios nutricionales de las frutas y 
vegetales orgánicos y cómo fomentar hábitos alimenticios sustentables.  

Los asistentes también disfrutaron de música en vivo, estands educativos e interactuaron con 
comerciantes de los negocios locales de Santa Mónica.  

Hace ya varios años el Distrito Escolar Unificado de Santa Mónica-Malibú (SMMUSD) adquirió 
la propiedad adyacente a Rogers en donde se estableció la huerta y la escuela ha convertido 
este espacio de tierra en una huerta regenerativa en la que los estudiantes aprenden 
importantes lecciones en torno al medio ambiente, la sustentabilidad y la jardinería.  

Los estudiantes e integrantes de la comunidad transformaron este espacio en esta huerta en el 
2021. Los estudiantes han sembrado y cultivado rábanos, habas, girasoles y cebollines, lo que 
es también un proceso de aprendizaje.  

“Esta huerta es el ejemplo perfecto de lo que se puede hacer en el distrito para mejorar el 
aprendizaje de los estudiantes, enfatizar una cultura de sustentabilidad, y fortalecer el espíritu 
de la comunidad en un hermoso espacio verde”, subrayó Austin Toyama, titular de 
sustentabilidad de SMMUSD. “Me gustaría que todas nuestras escuelas y estudiantes pudieran 
tener esta oportunidad”.  

Redactado por Esmi Careaga, especialista en comunicación  
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Los estudiantes muestran las frutas y 
vegetales que cosecharon en la huerta.  
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:gpinsker@smmusd.org
http://www.smmusd.org/



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		EarthDayFestival-Rogers.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Maryanne Solomon


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 3


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 27


		Failed: 1





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Failed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
