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In his village in Upper Kwanta, 11-year-old
Kofi loves his family, playing oware with his

grandfather and swimming in the river
Offin. He’s warned though, to never go to the

river at night. His brother tells him ”There
are things about the water you do not know."

“Like what?" Kofi asks. “The beasts,” his
brother answers.

 One fateful night, the unthinkable happens,
and in a flash, Kofi’s world turns upside

down. Kofi soon ends up in a fight for his life
and what happens next will send him on a

harrowing journey across land and sea, and
away from everything he loves.

 This spellbinding novel by the author of The
Crossover and Booked will take you on an

unforgettable adventure that will open your
eyes and break your heart.

The Door of No Return
by Kwame Alexander



Seventh grade is going to be Iveliz's year.
She's going to make a new friend, help her
abuela Mimi get settled after moving from
Puerto Rico, and she is not going to get into

any more trouble at school . . .
Except is that what happens? Of course not.

Because no matter how hard Iveliz tries,
sometimes people say things that just make
her so mad. And worse, Mimi keeps saying

Iveliz's medicine is unnecessary--even
though it helps Iveliz feel less sad. But how do

you explain your feelings to others when
you're not even sure what's going on

yourself?

Iveliz Explains it All
by Andrea Beatriz Arango



Minni lives in the poorest part of Mumbai,
where access to water is limited to a few
hours a day and the communal taps have

long lines. Lately, though, even that access is
threatened by severe water shortages and

thieves who are stealing this precious
commodity—an act that Minni accidentally

witnesses one night. Meanwhile, in the high-
rise building where she just started to work,

she discovers that water streams out of every
faucet and there’s even a rooftop swimming
pool. What Minni also discovers there is one

of the water mafia bosses. Now she must
decide whether to expose him and risk her

job and maybe her life. How did something as
simple as access to water get so

complicated?

Thirst
by Varsha Bajaj



It’s been a tough year for Sasha―he’s been
bullied at his middle school and his anxiety,
which he calls the Gray, is growing. Sasha’s
dad tells him to “toughen up”―and he does,

but with unfortunate, hurtful results. His
parents and therapist agree that a summer

in the country with his aunt might be the best
medicine, but it’s the last place he wants to
be. He'll be away from his best friend, video
games, and stuck in the house that reminds
him of his beloved uncle who died two years

earlier.
His aunt is supportive, and there are lots of
places to explore, and even some potential

new friends. When Sasha is introduced at a
local ranch to a horse coincidentally--

incredibly--nicknamed the Gray, he feels
he's found a kindred spirit.

The Gray
by Chris Baron



Simon O’Keeffe’s biggest claim to fame
should be the time his dad accidentally gave

a squirrel a holy sacrament. Or maybe the
alpaca disaster that went viral on YouTube.

But the story the whole world wants to tell
about Simon is the one he’d do anything to

forget: the story in which he’s the only kid in
his class who survived a school shooting.

Two years after the infamous event, twelve-
year-old Simon and his family move to the

National Quiet Zone—the only place in
America where the internet is banned.

Instead of talking about Simon, the
astronomers who flock to the area are busy

listening for signs of life in space. And when
Simon makes a friend who’s determined to
give the scientists what they’re looking for,
he’ll finally have the chance to spin a new

story for the world to tell.

Simon Sort of Says
by Erin Bow



Bree can't wait for her first day at her new
middle school, Enith Brigitha, home to the

Mighty Manatees--until she's stuck with the
only elective that fits her schedule, the

dreaded Swim 101. The thought of swimming
makes Bree more than a little queasy, yet

she's forced to dive headfirst into one of her
greatest fears. Lucky for her, Etta, an elderly

occupant of her apartment building and
former swim team captain, is willing to help.

With Etta's training and a lot of hard work,
Bree suddenly finds her swim-crazed

community counting on her to turn the
school's failing team around. But that's easier

said than done, especially when their rival,
the prestigious Holyoke Prep, has everything

they need to leave the Mighty Manatees in
their wake.

Swim Team
by Johnnie Christmas



Isaac and Marco already know sixth grade is
going to change their lives. But it won't

change things at home--not without each
other's help.

This year, star basketball player Isaac plans
on finally keeping up with his schoolwork.

Better grades will surely stop Isaac's parents
from arguing all the time. Meanwhile,

straight-A Marco vows on finally winning
his father's approval by earning a spot on the

school's basketball team.
But will their friendship and support for

each other be enough to keep the two boys
from falling short?

Falling Short
by Ernesto Cisneros



Eleven-year-old Ella Durand is the first
Conjuror to attend the Arcanum Training

Institute, where Marvellers from all around
the world come together to practice their

cultural arts. Ella knows some people
mistrust her Conjuror magic, often deemed
"bad and unnatural," but she's eager to make

a good impression—and, hopefully, some
friends.

 Ella discovers that being the first isn't easy,
and not all of the Marvellers are welcoming.
Still, she connects with fellow misfits Brigit,

a girl who hates magic, and Jason, who is
never found without a magical creature or

two. Just as Ella begins to find her way at the
A.T.I., a notorious criminal escapes from
prison, supposedly with Conjurors’ help.

Worse, her favorite teacher never returns
from a research trip, and only Ella seems

concerned about his disappearance.

The Marvellers
by Dhonielle Clayton



Eleven-year-old Kemi Carter loves scientific
facts, specifically probability. It's how she
understands the world and her place in it.

Kemi knows her odds of being born were 1 in
5 .5 trillion, and that the odds of her having

the best family ever were even lower. Yet
somehow, Kemi lucked out.

But everything Kemi thought she knew
changes when she sees an asteroid hover in

the sky, casting a purple haze over her world.
Amplus-68 has an 84. 7% chance of colliding

with earth in four days, and with that
collision, Kemi’s life as she knows it will end.
With the days numbered, Kemi decides to put
together a time capsule that will capture her

family’s truth. But no time capsule can
change the truth behind all of it, that Kemi
must face the most inevitable and hardest

part of life: saying goodbye.

The Probability of Everything
by Sarah Everett



Huda and her family just moved to Dearborn,
Michigan, a small town with a big Muslim

population. In her old town, Huda knew
exactly who she was: She was the hijabi girl.
But in Dearborn, everyone is the hijabi girl.

Huda is lost in a sea of hijabis, and she can't
rely on her hijab to define her anymore. She
has to define herself. So she tries on a bunch

of cliques, but she isn't a hijabi fashionista or
a hijabi athlete or a hijabi gamer. She's not
the one who knows everything about her
religion or the one all the guys like. She's

miscellaneous, which makes her feel like no
one at all. Until she realizes that it'll take

finding out who she isn't to figure out who
she is.

Huda F Are You?
by Huda Fahmy



Twelve-year-old Ariel Goldberg's life feels
like the moment after the final guest leaves
the party. Her family's Jewish bakery runs
into financial trouble, and her older sister

has eloped with a young man from India
following the Supreme Court decision that

strikes down laws banning interracial
marriage. As change becomes Ariel's only
constant, she's left to hone something that

will be with her always--her own voice.

How to Find What You’re Not
Looking For
by Veera Hiranandani



Link, Michael, and Dana live in a quiet town.
But it's woken up very quickly when

someone sneaks into school and vandalizes
it with a swastika. How could such a symbol
of hate end up in the middle of their school? 
Because Michael was the first person to see
it, he's the first suspect. Because Link is one

of the most popular guys in school,
everyone's looking to him to figure it out. And

because Dana's the only Jewish girl in the
whole town, everyone's treating her more

like an outsider than ever.
The mystery deepens as more swastikas

begin to appear.  The closer Link, Michael,
and Dana get to the truth, the more there is to
face-not just the crimes of the present, but the

crimes of the past.

Linked
by Gordon Korman



Selah knows her rules for being normal.
She always, always sticks to them. This

means keeping her feelings locked tightly
inside, despite the way they build up inside
her as each school day goes on, so that she
has to run to the bathroom and hide in the

stall until she can calm down. So that she has
to tear off her normal-person mask the

second she gets home from school, and listen
to her favorite pop song on repeat, trying to

recharge. Selah feels like a dragon stuck in a
world of humans, but she knows how to hide

it. Until the day she explodes and hits a fellow
student.

Selah's friends pull away from her, her
school threatens expulsion, and her

comfortable, familiar world starts to
crumble.

Good Different
by Meg Eden Kuyatt



Mary Lambert has always felt safe and
protected on her beloved island of Martha's

Vineyard. Her great-grandfather was an
early English settler and the first deaf

islander. Now, over a hundred years later,
many people there - including Mary - are

deaf, and nearly everyone can communicate
in sign language. Mary has never felt
isolated. She is proud of her lineage.

But recent events have delivered winds of
change. Mary's brother died, leaving her

family shattered. Tensions over land
disputes are mounting between English

settlers and the Wampanoag people. And a
cunning young scientist has arrived, hoping

to discover the origin of the island's
prevalent deafness. His maniacal drive to

find answers soon renders Mary a "live
specimen" in a cruel experiment.

Show Me a Sign
by Ann Clare LeZotte



Pedro Martín has grown up hearing stories
about his abuelito—his legendary crime-

fighting, grandfather who was once a part of
the Mexican Revolution! But that doesn't

mean Pedro is excited at the news that
Abuelito is coming to live with their family.

After all, Pedro has 8 brothers and sisters
and the house is crowded enough! Still, Pedro
piles into the Winnebago with his family for
a road trip to Mexico to bring Abuelito home,
and what follows is the trip of a lifetime, one
filled with laughs and heartache. Along the

way, Pedro finally connects with his abuelito
and learns what it means to grow up and find

his grito.

Mexikid
by Pedro Martin



Marlene loves three things: books, her cool
Tía Ruby and hanging out with her best

friend Camila. But according to her mother,
Paola, the only thing she needs to focus on is

school and "growing up." That means
straightening her hair every weekend so she

could have "presentable", "good hair".

But Marlene hates being in the salon and
doesn't understand why her curls are not

considered pretty by those around her. With
a few hiccups, a dash of embarrassment, and

the much-needed help of Camila and Tia
Ruby—she slowly starts a journey to learn to
appreciate and proudly wear her curly hair.

Frizzy
by Claribel A. Ortega



Dan's always been a good kid. The kind of kid
who listens to his teachers, helps his mom

with grocery shopping, and stays out of
trouble. But being a good kid doesn't stop him

from being bullied and feeling like he's
invisible, which is why Dan has low

expectations when his parents send him on a
class trip to Europe.

At first, he's right. He's stuck with the same
girls from his middle school who love to

make fun of him, and he doesn't know why
his teacher insisted he come on this trip. But

as he travels through France, Germany,
Switzerland, and England, a series of first

experiences begin to change him―first
Fanta, first fondue, first time stealing a bike
from German punk rockers... and first love.

A First Time for Everything
by Dan Santat



Dani and Eric have been best friends since
Dani moved next door in second grade. They

bond over donuts, comic books, and camping
on the Cape.Until one summer when

everything changes.
Did Eric cause the accident that leaves Dani
unable to do the one thing in the world she

most cares about? The question plagues him,
and he will do anything to get answers about

the explosion that injured her. But Dani is
hurting too much to want Eric to pursue the

truth--she just wants to shut him out and
move on. Besides, Eric has a history of

dropping things he starts. Eric knows that
and is determined that this will be the one

time he follows through.
But what if his pursuit brings him into direct

conflict with another friend? Where does
Eric's loyalty really lie?

Hidden Truths
by Elly Swartz



It is 1975 in Indiana, and the Wilkins
Regional High School girls’ basketball team

is in their rookie season. Despite being
undefeated, they practice at night in the

elementary school and play to empty
bleachers. Unlike the boys’ team, the Lady

Bears have no buses to deliver them to away
games and no uniforms, much less a laundry

service. They make their own uniforms out
of T-shirts and electrical tape. And with help

from a committed female coach, they push
through to improbable victory after

improbable victory. Illustrated in full color,
this story about the ongoing battle of women

striving for equality in sports rings with
honesty, bravery, and heart.

Hoops
by Matt Tavares



It’s not easy being a Remarkable in the
Unremarkable world. Some things are cool—
like getting a pet hellhound for your twelfth

birthday. Others, not so much—like not being
trusted to learn magic because you might use

it to take revenge on an annoying neighbor.

All Nic Blake wants is to be a powerful
Manifestor like her dad. But before she has a

chance to convince him to teach her the gift, a
series of shocking revelations and terrifying
events launch Nic and two friends on a hunt
for a powerful magic tool she’s never heard

of...to save her father from imprisonment for
a crime she refuses to believe he committed.

Nic Blake and the Remarkables:
The Manifestor Propecy
by Angie Thomas



Meet Resilience, a Mars rover determined to
live up to his name. Res was built to explore

Mars. He was not built to have human
emotions. But as he learns new things from
the NASA scientists who assemble him, he

begins to develop human-like feelings. Maybe
there's a problem with his programming....
Human emotions or not, launch day comes,

and Res blasts off to Mars, accompanied by a
friendly drone helicopter named Fly. But Res
quickly discovers that Mars is a dangerous

place filled with dust storms and giant cliffs.
As he navigates Mars's difficult landscape,
Res is tested in ways that go beyond space

exploration.
As millions of people back on Earth follow his

progress, will Res have the determination,
courage—and resilience—to succeed... and

survive?

A Roover’s Story
by Jasmine Warga



What if a school's mascot is seen as racist, but
not by everyone? In this compelling middle-
grade novel in verse, two best-selling BIPOC

authors tackle this hot-button issue.
In Rye, Virginia, just outside Washington, DC,

people work hard, kids go to school, and
football is big on Friday nights. An eighth-

grade English teacher creates an assignment
for her class to debate whether Rye’s mascot

should stay or change. Now six middle-
schoolers–-all with different backgrounds

and beliefs–-get involved in the contentious
issue that already has the suburb turned

upside down with everyone choosing sides
and arguments getting ugly. 

Told from several perspectives, readers see
how each student comes to new

understandings about identity, tradition, and
what it means to stand up for real change.

Mascot 
by Charles Waters and Traci Sorell



Ellingham Academy is a famous private
school in Vermont for the brightest thinkers,

inventors, and artists. It was founded by
Albert Ellingham, an early twentieth century

tycoon, who wanted to make a wonderful
place full of riddles, twisting pathways, and

gardens. “A place,” he said, “where learning is
a game.” Shortly after the school opened, his

wife and daughter were kidnapped. The only
real clue was a mocking riddle listing

methods of murder, signed with the
frightening pseudonym “Truly, Devious.” It
became one of the great unsolved crimes of

American history.
True-crime aficionado Stevie Bell is set to

begin her first year at Ellingham Academy,
and she has an ambitious plan: She will solve
this cold case.  The past has crawled out of its

grave. Someone has gotten away with
murder. 

Truly Devious
by Maureen Johnson



As each new decade begins, the Sun’s power
must be replenished so that Sol can keep the

evil Obsidian gods at bay. Ten semidioses
between the ages of 13-18 are selected by Sol as
the most worthy to compete in The Sunbearer
Trials. The winner carries light and life to all
the temples of Reino del Sol, but the loser has

the greatest honor of all―they will be
sacrificed to Sol, their body used to fuel the Sun
Stones that will protect the people of Reino del

Sol for the next ten years.
Teo, a 17-year-old Jade semidiós and the trans

son of Quetzal, goddess of birds, has never
worried about the Trials…or rather, he’s only

worried for others. But then, for the first time in
over a century, Sol chooses two Jades: Xio and…
Teo. Now they must compete in five mysterious

trials, against opponents who are both more
powerful and better trained, for fame, glory,

and their own survival.

The Sunbearer Trails
by Aiden Thomas


