
Meeting Minutes 
Will Rogers Learning Community Special Site Council Meeting 11-12-20 

3:00-4:00PM 
 
Attendees: Jeremy King, Tristen Gartrell, Ryan Bourke, Jennifer Yi, Monica Gonzalez, Katherine 
Newall, Nishi Shah, Sarah Wahrenbrock, Zakiya 
 
Call to Order at 3:06PM 
 
Mr. Bourke begins meeting by explaining the purpose of the special meeting was to get the 
feedback of the SSC about the different hybrid re-opening models being suggested by the 
school and district.  We looked at the models and opened up the floor to discussion. 
 
A teacher on the SSC mentions that the Live Streaming model is problematic because A. 
Technology being an issue. B. Teachers won’t be able to focus on just one group (live vs. kids at 
home watching the live stream).   
 
A parent says that for some families, online learning is not working that well.  Another parent 
asked about the role of the T.A. in a live-streaming learning option to help students who are at 
home on their non in-person days.  Mr. Bourke agreed that this is an interesting idea and 
question, but the logistics of not having that other adult to handle the logistics of in-person 
things that arise with students (bathroom, supervision, etc) would make it difficult to make that 
other adult have another role.   
 
A parent member mentions that the Live-streaming option is problematic because it involves 
too much asynchronous and for many families that doesn’t work, and our current distance-
learning model would work more effectively. 
 
A parent member asks Mr.Bourke is there has been any news about special education 
population/high needs students.  Mr. Bourke replied that the needs are being met, and our 
Special Education teachers have been working incredibly hard to meet the needs of these 
learners.   
 
A teacher member asked about a model that would involve every student being on campus 
each day through an early bird/late bird model.  Mr. Bourke replied that it is a model that is not 
really on the table, but might need to be revisited. 
 
A parent member asked a question about the live instruction time comparison in the various 
models.  Mr. Bourke replied that the hybrid no-livestream models means that the live 
instruction would be significantly less.   
This led to a discussion about the benefit of the 2 days of in-person learning with social 
distancing with the student essentially not seeing you again for 3 days or 5 days vs. distance 
learning.  Several teacher members expressed concerns the ability to connect with students in a 



meaningful way in a 6 foot apart model vs. connecting more effectively in a break-out room via 
distance learning.  
 
A parent mentioned that the logistics of bringing even select amounts of students back are so 
complicated, and that we are in the rising heights of cases across the country, that she did not 
believe it would be prudent to open at this time and even when it does happen, it should 
happen with a trial-error model to see what works/doesn’t work/what is feasible. 
 
A teacher representative asked about the K-2 waver and whether the district was applying for 
it, and expressed concern about bringing student back as the cases are rising. 
 
Ms. Gartrell expresses that she sees a lot of students struggling with distance learning, and 
from her perspective for those students, some kind of in-person model is very important but 
she’s just not sure which one would be best. 
 
A parent member asked a question about WHICH grade levels (secondary, middle, primary) that 
should be brought back first.  Another member who works for the district answered that 
secondary is difficult because of the intermingling involving different periods. 
 
A parent member asked about professional development for teachers in Livestreaming and 
further development for their pedagogy in this spectrum.  Mr. Bourke replied that  
 
Learning Hubs for students to have a workspace computer and quiet working environment was 
mentioned.  The problem is who will staff these hubs, will there be adequate staffing.   
 
Some parent members mentioned the social concerns they have for students not being in-
person.   
 
An introductory one-day-a-week back slow rollout of the returning to distance learning, maybe 
a social day or physical education once a week in-person.   
 
Meeting Adjourned at 4:00PM 
 
 


