
SMASH Site Council Minutes
Wednesday, October 4, 2023 3:15-4:45 PM

Hybrid Format: Obama Center Library or Zoom

Join ZoomMeeting

https://smmk12.zoom.us/j/84627439205?pwd=c0dDdkRPWXpRWTlrUlFYYWZXN21wZz09

Meeting ID: 846 2743 9205

Passcode: 755366

In attendance: Teacher Sarah Daunis, Principal Jessica Rishe, Parent Jonathan Bijur,
Student TJ Turner, Student Zachary Lichtman, Student Lucienne Domingue, Paul and
Justin from Growing Together Education, Teacher Anne Serapiglia, Parent Naren Desai,
Teacher Jeff Rubin, Teacher Christian Carter, Office Manager Ania Kubicz-Preis

Absent: Parent Nancy Chou

Jessica previewed the Agenda

Adopted Agenda
Motioned By Jonathan Bijur Seconded By Anne Serapiglia
Approved minutes of last meeting (May 10th)
Motioned By TJ Turner Seconded By Lucienne Domingue
Community participation - Invited, but no one requested participation

Reports and Announcements (regular agenda items)

Principal’s Report:
SMASH’s professional dev. money from Ed Services is being used to continue 1) our
Restorative Practices (Restorative Justice training 10/5 and 10/25) and 2) partnering
with Paul and Justin from Growing Together Education helping us meet our
inquiry-based science goals. They came in to present today. They overviewed what
they’re doing - site -specific project based garden learning. They work on garden design
& build out, student interface, and curriculum development/teacher instruction. Paul
shared his background - prior experiences working with Big Picture. They’re excited to
work with students at SMASH. They’re working with K-5 primarily, but also trying to
support middle schoolers. So far, they’ve planted a fall garden. Today they focused on
insects in the garden and brought in ladybugs. They are trying to create a bio-diverse,
sustainable system. Moving forward, they’ll spend time on plant anatomy, cooking,

https://smmk12.zoom.us/j/84627439205?pwd=c0dDdkRPWXpRWTlrUlFYYWZXN21wZz09


health, nutrition, and plan a spring garden. They encourage the ownership piece -
encourage students to take ownership of their garden/own project. They’ll create
opportunities for the students to connect with the garden. In addition, they are always
looping in food justice/GMO’s/Environmental Sustainability. There will be a summer
garden plan and final cooking projects. They will also offer opportunities for peer-to-peer
mentoring moving forward.

A question was raised about the parent role. Paul is interested in finding ways to bring
them into the conversation, so they can participate moving forward. (Jonathan
mentioned that this could Include the campus beautification project that is already
underway.)

Student Reports:

Core 4
TJ shared that the Core 4 students took their first history test. On Monday, they took
their first essay test. Last week there was a seventh grade test. There was also a math
test. The units are ending and they’re taking tests to assess their knowledge. In Science
they’re working on their garden and bird unit.
Lucienne shared how each student was assigned a bird. They were given questions to
ask/answer in order to learn more about the birds. They’re getting ready to prep for the
Halloween Escape Room. This tradition started last year. This year, they’re going to
invite the entire school. There will be four escape rooms designed by different groups. It
will be on Oct. 31st. There will also be costumes that day.
Zachary shared that they’ve been assigned different plants, including sunflowers, beets.
They are studying birds for the next four weeks.
They will be leaders at the All Core Team Meetings.
50th Party Planners are hoping to have some Core 4 students sign up to sell “Spirit
Gear” and drinks towards a donation for the trip to Catalina.

Core 3
Sarah shared how both advisories have launched their PBL units. Jayme’s class is
engaged in a unit on space. The guiding question is, “What’s out there?” Sarah is
engaged in a unit on mysteries. The guiding question is, “Is Seeing Believing?” We had
our first Guest Expert (a Cre 3 parent) come in to teach us about the Moon Festival.
Veronica, from the Autry, came in to lead a workshop on “History Mysteries.”

Core 2
In Writing Workshop, they are wrapping up their unit on “Open Genre.” The main focus
has been on executive functioning. They are about to launch their unit on finding ideas



in trouble stories. In math, they are focusing on habits, place value, and retelling the
story of how you tackle a problem. In PBL, they’re launching their unit on emotional
monitors. Specifically what triggers us and when/how to advocate ourselves. It is in
response to the needs of the children in the class. In reading, the assessments are
wrapping up. There is a lot of work around habits. Also, there is work in the garden.
Relating to the life cycles in the garden with other life cycles.

PTSA:
No updates at this time

Student Council:
The talent show is Friday, October 20th, at 6 p.m. There was a Student Council meeting
today. There has also been planning for All Core Teams. The first meeting will take
place on Friday.

Old Business: None

New Business:

Site Composition Reviewed

Parent Policy and Compact Reviewed in small groups, discussed as whole group
and Approved

The students encouraged more public events to parents, so they can participate.
They also wanted to encourage more fundraising opportunities. A parent shared on pg.
3 that Lexia, DreamBox should be added to the bottom box focusing on materials and
training. Principal encouraged students to come up with fundraising ideas in the future.

Motioned by Ania Kubicz-Preis
Seconded by Naren Desai
All in favor - unanimous

Star Renaissance Fall Diagnostic Overall Results reviewed and Planned
Interventions for ELA (four groups with Language and Literacy Interventionist)
and Core 2 before school small Math groups reviewed.



Principal shared the number of students who need interventions in reading and math. There
might be items addressed in classroom instruction and what might need to be addressed with
small group interventions. Sarah Blitz has started working with four groups of students. With
younger students, the focus is on phonics. With older students, it is focused on comprehension.
After four to six weeks, there will be reflection on how that went. There will be other
assessments. The staff will look at those results. There is no math interventionist on staff at this
time. There is the possibility of interventions being put in place for second and third graders.

A student suggested that some students offered the possibility of peer tutoring.
Another student noted that maybe the reason why the Core 2 students have the highest need is
due to Covid learning loss. This student asked if there could be some catch-up opportunities to
help them get back on track. Principal agreed and noted that they’re getting 40 minutes 4 days a
week.

Principal spoke about Eventbrite invitation for Nov. 19th for 50th Reunion (Noted leadership
team - Jonathan, Nancy, Julia, and Naren). There is going to be a survey sent out for the entire
community to complete. They are interested in everyone from the current and historical
community to be involved with the event and with the survey.

Community participation
Jessica invited participation
No one chose to speak

Motioned by TJ Turner Seconded by Naren Desai Meeting Adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Meeting notes taken by Jessica Rishe and Recording Secretary Sarah Daunis

Next meeting dates for 2023-24: 11/1, 12/6, 1/10/24, 2/7, 3/6, 4/10, 5/8


