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SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Spanish translation provided below.

Dear Parents,

We hope that you are staying healthy and safe during this time. | know everyone has some
questions about the provision of IEP services. Please rest assured that all services that can be
provided will be provided to the best of our ability and to the extent possible in accordance
with direction from the California Department of Education (CDE) and state and federal law.

In light of the recent events, our special education teachers and providers will be providing
educational activities for your child in a manner that is consistent with the most updated
public health and safety guidelines. Our staff members will be arranging for learning activities
in several ways. We will be using digital platforms, phone calls, and paper and pencil packets
in order to provide distance learning for your child. We ask that you let us know if you do not
have access to technology so that we can make sure your child has access to the information
we are providing. Your providers will send home information and activities as they become
available.

Our goal is to continue to hold IEP meetings via phone if at all possible. We have technology
where multiple parties can call in and collaborate in order to afford meaningful
participation. Please let us know if you don’t have a phone or computer access. Documents
and reports will be shared prior to meetings, so that we can continue to have high quality
meetings. If your child’s IEP does occur while school is closed and you prefer to wait until a
face-to-face meeting can occur, please let us know. We are flexible during this time of
uncertainty.

In addition, District and Agency para services your child is currently receiving per the IEP will
not be provided during the school closure. Due to current social distancing precautions, we
are limiting all activities that may require close contact. Agencies and providers are not
permitted to go into the home to be consistent with protecting the health and safety of our
students and service providers. We are working with all of our non-public agencies that
provide other services to our students in order to determine if and how they can provide
learning opportunities for their students. Preschool home visits will be suspended.

However, please be assured, upon each student’s return to school, we'll evaluate the level of
progress and determine the next steps.

We will also work to post the most current information available on the special education
website.

We appreciate everyone's patience and flexibility during these times.
Kindly,

Deanna Sinfield, Director of Special Education

Francis Costanzo, Coordinator of Special Education

Victoria Hurst, Coordinator of Special Education
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Kris Vegas, Coordinator of Special Education

Jim Watwood, Coordinator of Special Education
Please also find the attached Prior Written Notice:

March 16,2020
VIA FIRST EMAIL

RE: Students with IEPs within SMMUSD
Prior Written Notice Re School/District Closure to Prevent/Contain the Spread of
COVID-19 (Coronavirus)

Dear Parent:

This letter is written prior notice by the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District’s
(“District”), pursuant to 34 CFR § 300.503, of the closure of your student’s school
beginning March 17, 2020, and estimated to last until further notice.

The District has determined that it is necessary to close its school(s) to
prevent/contain the spread of COVID-19, in consultation with the Center for Disease
Control (“CDC”), California Department of Education (“CDE”), and Department of
Public Health (“DPH”).

During the pendency of the school closure, the District will provide the following
supports and activities to all students, including students with disabilities:

e Work that can be completed at home via paper-pencil tasks, workbooks, school books
e Learning through electronic platforms

In addition to the above, the District will provide the following comparable supports
and services to students with disabilities:

e Work that can be completed at home via paper-pencil tasks, workbooks, school books
from providers

e Learning through electronic platforms made available by your child’s service providers.
Please let us know if you DO NOT have access to an electronic device/internet.

e And/or providers will arrange phone consultations with providers.

Further, we will be holding IEPs via phone or electronically. If you prefer to have your
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child’s IEP held in person, then we will reschedule the meeting as soon as we are able to

hold in-person meetings.
In making its determination, the District reviewed and considered the following:

e Recommendations from the CDC,

e Recommendations from the CDE,

e Recommendations from the DPH , and

e All other relevant information available to the District,

Finally, please be advised that the parents of a child with a disability have protection
under the federal parental rights and procedural safeguards set forth in 34 C.F.R. Part
300. Enclosed you will find a copy of those parental rights and procedural

safeguards. The sources which you may contact to obtain assistance in understanding
the provisions of the enclosed procedural safeguards are:

4034 Irving Place
Culver City, CA 90232
and

California Department of Education
P.O. Box 944272
Sacramento, CA 94244-2720

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at ((310 ) 450-8338 ext.
70-222 between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Sincerely,
Deanna Sinfield
Director of Special Education

Enclosure:
1. Parental Rights and Procedural Safeguards

Estimados familias de SMMUSD,

Esperamos que estén sanos y seguros en estos dias. Sé que todos tienen algunas preguntas
sobre los servicios de IEP. Estén seguros de que proporcionaremos todos los servicios que
puedan ser proporcionados lo mejor que podamos en la medida de lo posible conforme la
direccién del Departamento de Educacion de California (CDE) y las leyes estatales y federales.
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En vista de los acontecimientos recientes, todos nuestros maestros y proveedores de educacion
especial proporcionaran a su nifio actividades educacionales de la manera mds consistente con
las guias mas recientes de salud y seguridad publica. Miembros de nuestro personal estardn
organizando varios tipos de actividades didacticas. Vamos a emplear plataformas digitales,
llamadas telefdnicas y paquetes de papel y lapiz para ensefiar a larga distancia a su nifilo. Nos
gustaria saber si ustedes no tienen acceso a la tecnologia necesaria para que podamos
asegurarnos de que su nifio tenga acceso a la informacion que proporcionaremos. Sus
proveedores enviaran a su hogar la informacién y actividades conforme estén disponibles.

Nuestro objetivo es continuar teniendo reuniones de IEP por teléfono si es posible. Tenemos
tecnologia que permite que multiples personas puedan llamar y colaborar para permitir una
participacidn satisfactoria. Hdganos saber si no tiene acceso a un teléfono o computadora. Los
documentos e informes seran repartidos antes de las reuniones, para que podamos seguir
teniendo reuniones de alta calidad. Si el IEP de su hijo fuere a ocurrir cuando la escuela esté
cerrada y prefiera esperar hasta que se pueda llevar a cabo una reunién cara a cara,
inférmenos. Somos flexibles durante este tiempo de incertidumbre.

Ademas, los servicios de auxiliares del Distrito y de Agencia que su hijo esta recibiendo
actualmente segun el IEP no estaran disponibles durante el cierre de la escuela. Debido a las
actuales precauciones de distanciamiento social, estamos limitando todas las actividades
requieran un contacto cercano. Por razones de consistencia, las agencias y los proveedores no
pueden ingresar al hogar para proteger la salud y la seguridad de nuestros estudiantes y
proveedores de servicios. Estamos colaborando con todas nuestras agencias no publicas que
brindan otros servicios a nuestros estudiantes para determinar si pueden brindar
oportunidades de aprendizaje a sus estudiantes y de qué manera. Las visitas preescolares a los
hogares seran suspendidas.

Sin embargo, tenga la seguridad de que, al regreso de cada estudiante a la escuela,
evaluaremos su nivel de progreso y determinaremos los proximos pasos.

También publicaremos la informacién mas actualizada disponible en la pagina web de
educacidén especial.

Agradecemos la paciencia y flexibilidad de todos en estos dias.
Atentamente,

Deanna Sinfield, Directora de Educacién Especial
Francis Costanzo, Coordinador de Educacién Especial
Victoria Hurst, Coordinadora de Educacion Especial
Kris Vegas, Coordinador de Educacién Especial

Jim Watwood, Coordinador de Educacién Especial
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16 de marzo, 2020
POR CORREO ELECTRONICO

Sobre: Estudiantes con IEP en SMMUSD
Noticia Previa por Escrito sobre Cierre de Escuelas/Distrito para Prevenir/Detener la
Propagacion de COVID-19 (Coronavirus)

Estimados padres:

Esta carta es un aviso previo por escrito del Distrito Escolar Unificado de Santa Moénica-
Malibu ("Distrito"), de conformidad con 34 CFR § 300.503, del cierre de la escuela de su
estudiante a partir del 17 de marzo de 2020, y se estima que durara hasta nuevo aviso.

El Distrito ha determinado que es necesario cerrar sus escuelas para evitar/detener la
propagacion de COVID-19, en consulta con el Centro para el Control de Enfermedades
("CDC"), Departamento de Educacién de California ("CDE"), y Departamento de Salud

Publica ("DPH").

Durante la pendencia del cierre de la escuela, el Distrito proporcionara los siguientes
apoyos y actividades a todos los estudiantes, incluidos los estudiantes con discapacidades:

e Trabajo que se puede hacer en el hogar a través de tareas usando papel-lapiz, libros de
trabajo, libros escolares.

e Aprendizaje a través de plataformas electrdnicas.

e Ademas de lo anterior, el Distrito proporcionara los siguientes respaldos y servicios
comparables a los estudiantes con discapacidades:

e Trabajo que se puede hacer en el hogar a través de tareas usando papel-lapiz, libros de
trabajo, libros escolares de proveedores

e Aprendizaje a través de plataformas electrdnicas puestas a disposicion por los
proveedores de servicios de su hijo. Hadganos saber si NO tiene acceso a un dispositivo
electrdnico / internet.

e Y/olos proveedores organizaran consultas telefdnicas con los proveedores.

Al tomar su determinacién, el Distrito revisé y considerd lo siguiente:

e Recomendaciones del CDC
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e Recomendaciéon del CDE

e Recomendaciones del DPHy
e Toda otra informacion relevante que el Distrito tiene disponible

Finalmente, tengan en cuenta que los padres de un nifio con discapacidad tienen proteccién
bajo los derechos federales de los padres y las garantias procesales establecidas en 34 C.F.R.
Parte 300. Adjunto encontrara una copia de los derechos parentales y garantias procesales. Las
fuentes con las que puede comunicarse para obtener asistencia para comprender las
disposiciones de las garantias procesales adjuntas son:

4034 Irving Place
Culver City, CA 90232

Y

California Department of Education
P.O. Box 944272

Sacramento, CA 94244-2720

Si tiene alguna pregunta, no dude en llamarme al (310) 450-8338 ext. 70-222 entre las 8:00 a.m.
y 5:00 p.m.

Atentamente,
Deanna Sinfield
Directora de Educacion Especial

Adjunto:

1. Derechos de Padres y Garantias Procesales

Deanna Sinfield
Director of Special Education
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District
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