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SMMUSD Students Recognized by
National Merit Scholarship Program

Congratulations to the five Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District (SMMUSD)
National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists and
the 18 Commended Students. Out of 1.5
million entrants, about 50,000 with the highest peroy |
Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) Samohi National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists: Kian
and National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test Naini, Lincoln Jarvis, Maya Knauf and Danny Chmaytelli

scores qualify for recognition in the National Merit Scholarship Program as Semifinalists and
Commended Students.

The semifinalists from Santa Monica High School (Samohi) are Danny Chmaytelli, Lincoln
Jarvis, Maya Knauf and Kian Naini. The semifinalist from Malibu High School (MHS) is Dylan
Rem. Commended students from Samohi are Ryan Atienza, Jillian Brander, Alexa Duffy, Taj
Ford, Natalia Galperin, Rosemary Haygood, Riya Khatod, Isaac Kim, Claire Kovac, Aiden Lee,
Elleanor Quist, Theodore Rotgin, Julien Schweighofer, Theodore Tobel, Raeva Vasisht and
Mira Wali. The commended students from MHS are Garrett Button and Cooper Norby. All of
these students are seniors.

“| feel proud to be selected as a National Merit Semifinalist,” said Chmaytelli. “| studied
beforehand by taking the practice test the day before the PSAT and | was also lucky because |
had taken my SAT a month before.” Chmaytelli hopes to attend the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, where he plans to attain a master’s degree in aerospace engineering and would
ultimately like to open his own company in the aerospace engineering field.

According to the National Merit Scholarship website, “semifinalists are designated on a state-
representational basis and are the highest scoring entrants in each state.” The website goes on
to explain that in order for semifinalists to advance to finalist standing in the competition, they
must meet the high academic standards, as well as all the other requirements explained in the
information provided to each Semifinalist.

“| feel proud of my accomplishments. It's always rewarding to be acknowledged for a job well
done,” said Naini, who hopes to attend Stanford University or the University of California,
Berkeley and study medicine.

-more-
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The National Merit Scholarship website states that out of the
50,000 students recognized, 3,400 are commended
students. These students receive letters of commendation in
recognition of their outstanding academic promise. Although
commended students do not continue in the competition for
National Merit Scholarships, some do become candidates for
special scholarships sponsored by corporations and
businesses.

MHS National Merit Scholarship | I was extremely excited to receive the semifinalist

Semifinailst and commended students | recognition. | have sent in my application to become a finalist
with MHS Principal, Patrick Miller, . . . . .
and Assitant Principal, Cindy Smith, | and possibly win a scholarship as well,” said Jarvis, who
hopes to attend the University of Southern California.
“Becoming a semifinalist will hopefully help me in my college admissions process as | think the
distinction is a great way to showcase an area of strength in test-taking, though | recognize

there are many factors to be considered when making decisions.”

Congratulations once again to SMMUSD’s semifinalists and commended students and best of
luck to the semifinalists working to advance to finalist standings!

Written by Diana Bouchaaya, Communications Specialist

# ##

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
1651 16™ Street, Santa Monica, CA 90404
ph: 310.450.8338
www.smmusd.org
Follow us on Twitter: @SMMUSD
Follow us on Instagram: @smmusd_official


http://www.smmusd.org/

SMVUAD)

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NEWS RELEASE

CONTACT: Gail Pinsker FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
310.450.8338, ext. 70230 Nov. 7, 2022
gpinsker@smmusd.org

Estudiantes del SMMUSD son reconocidos por el programa de becas
National Merit Scholarship Program

Felicitaciones a los cinco estudiantes del
Distrito Escolar Unificado de Santa Monica
Maliba (SMMUSD) que resultaron
semifinalistas del programa de becas National
Merit Scholarship y los 18 estudiantes que

fueron elogiados. De 1.5 millones de Los estudiantes semifinalistas de Samohi para el National
solicitantes. alrededor de 50.000 con los Merit Scholarship Kian Naini, Lincoln Jarvis, Maya Knauf
’ ’ y Danny Chmaytelli

niveles més altos de la Prueba Preliminar de
Aptitud Académica (PSAT, por sus siglas en inglés) y los puntajes necesarios de la prueba de
clasificacion National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test redinen los requisitos para ser
considerados estudiantes semifinalistas y elogiados del National Merit Scholarship Program.

Los semifinalistas de la Preparatoria Santa Monica High (Samohi) son Danny Chmaytelli,
Lincoln Jarvis, Maya Knauf y Kian Naini. El semifinalista de la Preparatoria Malibu High (MHS)
es Dylan Rem. Los estudiantes reconocidos de Samohi son Ryan Atienza, Jillian Brander,
Alexa Duffy, Taj Ford, Natalia Galperin, Rosemary Haygood, Riya Khatod, Isaac Kim, Claire
Kovac, Aiden Lee, Elleanor Quist, Theodore Rotgin, Julien Schweighofer, Theodore Tobel,
Raeva Vasisht y Mira Wali. Los estudiantes elogiados de MHS son Garrett Button y Cooper
Norby. Todos ellos son estudiantes del 120 grado.

“Me siento orgulloso de haber sido seleccionado como semifinalista de National Merit", dijo
Chmaytelli. "Estudié de antemano haciendo el examen de practica del PSAT un dia antes y
también tuve suerte porque habia hecho el SAT un mes antes". Chmaytelli espera asistir al
Instituto Tecnoldgico de Massachusetts, donde planea obtener un master en ingenieria
aeroespacial y, en Ultima instancia, le gustaria abrir su propia empresa en el campo de la
ingenieria aeroespacial.

De acuerdo con el sitio web de National Merit Scholarship, “a los semifinalistas se les designan
por representacion estatal y son los participantes con mayor puntuacion de cada estado”. En el
sitio web se explica que para que los semifinalistas avancen a la categoria de finalistas en el
concurso, deben cumplir los altos estandares académicos, asi como todos los demas requisitos
gue se explican en la informacién proporcionada a cada semifinalista.
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"Me siento orgullosa de mis logros. Siempre es gratificante
gue te reconozcan por un trabajo bien hecho", dijo Naini, que
espera asistir a la Universidad de Stanford o a la Universidad
de California en Berkeley y estudiar medicina.

El sitio web de National Merit Scholarship indica que, de los

50.000 estudiantes reconocidos, 3.400 son estudiantes

elogiados. Estos estudiantes reciben cartas de

; recomendacién en reconocimiento a su excelente rendimiento

Los estudiantes semifinalistas de MHS | académico. Aunque los estudiantes elogiados no contintan
para el National Merit Scholarship | en |]a competicion por las becas National Merit Scholarships,

con el director de MHS Patrick Miller, | . . ial

y la subdirectora Cindy Smith, | @lgunos se convierten en candidatos a becas especiales

patrocinadas por corporaciones y empresas.

"Me senti muy entusiasmada al recibir el reconocimiento de semifinalista. He enviado mi
solicitud para ser considerada como finalista y posiblemente hacerme acreedora también una
beca", dijo Jarvis, que espera asistir a la Universidad del Sur de California. "Espero que al
convertirme en semifinalista me ayude en mi proceso de admision a la universidad, ya que creo
gue la distincién es una gran manera de mostrar un ambito de fortaleza al momento de tomar
pruebas, aunque reconozco que hay muchos factores a considerar cuando se toman
decisiones."

Enhorabuena una vez mas a los semifinalistas y a los estudiantes recomendados del SMMUSD
y imucha suerte a los semifinalistas que trabajan para pasar a la clasificacion de finalistas!

Escrito por Diana Bouchaaya, Especialista en Comunicaciones
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