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WEBSTER WEEKLY
Archived Webster Weekly Newsletters
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE-Apr 25, 2022
Our students returned from Spring Break ready to learn. We were so proud of how quickly and seamlessly
they returned to their routines. We appreciate your support in ensuring that they arrive on time and are
ready to learn for the remaining seven weeks of the school year.
Our organic recycling is off to a great start! We have many students who have asked to spend part of their
lunchtime helping students sort their trash and take food scraps to the compost bin! It is very exciting to
watch how we are growing soil scientists!
This month is Autism Awareness Month. Whether you have autism, love someone who does, or are
looking to support a diverse, accepting, and kind community – you’re invited to take the pledge to help
create a world where all people with autism can reach their full potential.

We hope to see you this Friday evening at our Annual Webster Talent Show @ 6:00 p.m.
In partnership,
Principal Daruty
THIS WEEK:
MONDAY 4/25
REGULAR COVID PCR TESTING THIS WEEK. Test results are received within 48 hours. You will be notified
if your child tests positive for COVID-19.
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Please be advised that due to the January COVID-19 surge, students who tested positive were exempt
from weekly testing for up to 90 days. Upon our return from Spring break, many of these students will
need to resume testing.
Composting Classes in the garden begins
TUESDAY 4/26
Lexia Lab ( for invited students only) 8:00 - 8:30 a.m.
Talent Show Rehearsal in the MPR @ 3:00 p.m.
PTA Executive Board Meeting @ 3:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY 4/27
Composting Classes in the garden.
THURSDAY 4/28
Lexia Lab ( for invited students only) 8:00-8:30 a.m.
5th Grade Poetry Slam Event in Poet’s Park @ 10:35 a.m.
Talent Show Rehearsal for all live performers @ 3:00 in the MPR.
School Site Council Meeting @ 3:30 p.m. via zoom
FRIDAY 4/29
Webster Talent Show Performances at 8:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
SCHOOL NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Fifth Grade Poetry Lessons and Anthology- The former Malibu Poet Laureate, Ricardo Means, will be teaching
a four session Poetry Workshop that culminates in an oral presentation of the poetry the students have written
along with a visually representative piece of art. On Thursday, April 28th @ 10:30 a.m. we will host a Poetry
Slam in Poet’s Park for the students to share their work. Parents are invited to this event!
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Show us your talent! The Webster 2022 Talent Show is this Friday, April 29, 2022. Live performers must
attend the next two practices on Tuesday, April 26, 2022 and the dress rehearsal on Thursday, April 28,
2022. Participants, teachers, and classmates will watch the show at school on Friday, April 29, 2022 @
8:45 am with a night performance at 6:00 pm on Friday, April 29, 2022. We are looking for some parent
volunteers
to
help
with
rehearsal
and
the
night
performance!
Email
webstermalibutalentshow@gmail.com if you are interested. We are excited for the overwhelming
number of submissions that we've received. It's spectacular that we have so many students who want to
share their talents with their peers. Being that we do have so much talent to include, we have decided
to showcase the digital submissions at a special Webster Whales watch party Friday, 5/6 (8:45am)! This
will allow us to give all of our students their time to shine.
The Student Council sponsored a water bottle challenge! Two classes tied for FIRST place! Kinder and
First grades had the most students who brought a reusable water bottle to school for four straight weeks!
Mrs. London’s 5th grade class came in 2nd place. All winners will receive a treat on Monday.
Enrollment for 2022-23 Please take the time to complete your enrollment plans for next year. This will
assist me in identifying teacher and student assignments for next year. Student enrollment numbers are
the key factor in our planning and I have heard from ¾ of our community! Please take a moment to let us
know
if you
plan to
return
to
Webster
for the
2022-23
school year.
https://forms.gle/BWDmHcTWXpaTzos7A.
Congratulations to our 5th grader Malibu Woman’s Club Winners! We celebrated them on Friday at
Legacy Park.

COMPOSTING Before Spring Break, Full Circle Compost led an assembly for our students, teaching them
about the benefits of composting. Continuing this week, we will recycle our food scraps from lunch and
reduce waste. This aligns with the Malibu city initiative to promote organic waste recycling and is funded
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by a grant from the County of Los Angeles. This week and next, classes will have hands-on sessions with
the Full Circle Compost team, in our garden.

Cecilie Stuart and her team with Full Circle Compost are excited to get us started! Take a look at an article
she wrote for the Topanga New Times about school composting and soil science. It highlights the many
schools she works with that are making soil, learning soil science, diverting food waste, and getting ready
for college too! https://topanganewtimes.com/2022/03/25/school-of-dirt/
Character Counts Assemblies. Once a month we will host a school-wide assembly to honor individual
Webster Whales for demonstrating outstanding character! The Six Pillars of Character are the core ethical
values of the CHARACTER COUNTS program we use at Webster Elementary. The Six Pillars of Character
are trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship. Each of the Six Pillars of
Character help instill a positive school climate and a culture of kindness, making Webster School a safe
environment for students to learn. While we encourage these values in all of our students, these
assemblies will honor students who have gone above and beyond. April Awardees are: Grace Goodloe,
Audrey Carlson, Bodhi Skelton, Quinton Benadum, Leroy Marshall, Taylor Murray and Mario Seltzer.
Our next Awards Assembly will be held on May 20, 2022.
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TEACHER/STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK is the first week of May (May 2nd - May 6th) is Teacher
Appreciation Week! We have lots of fun surprises in store for our much appreciated teachers and staff.
Please be on the lookout for an email from your room parent, to see how you and your child can shower
our staff with appreciation!
●

●

●
●
●

Mon, May 2nd - Refreshment Cart: a refreshment cart will be taken by the rooms, with various
treats for the teachers/staff. Teachers will also be receiving gift baskets from the PTA. Please have
all students make a card/note of appreciation for their teachers for the next day (Tuesday). For
the younger grades, please make sure parents oversee that their student(s) complete this and
bring it with them on Tuesday. We will send out reminders as we get closer.
Tue, May 3rd - Flowers & Note from Students: The PTA will be providing each teacher with a small
plant. Please feel free to get any additional flowers as you and the parents of your classroom
would like or as another suggestion, have students each bring a single stem to make a joint
bouquet for your teacher.
Wed, May 4th - Favorite Color: please have students come wearing their teacher's favorite color.
Thu, May 5th: PTA organized teacher/staff luncheon.
Fri, May 6th - Bagels: Morning bagels sponsored by the PTA

SMMUSD State of Our Schools Livestream Event “Emerging Stronger” set for May 2, 2022. Parents, staff,
students and community members are invited to attend the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District’s
State of Our Schools event, Emerging Stronger, on Monday, May 2, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. via livestream:
https://bit.ly/SMMUSDsosEvent050222. Join Superintendent Dr. Ben Drati, Board of Education, district
leadership, teachers, parents and students to celebrate the accomplishments of this school year, plus get
a sneak peak at what is in store for the 2022-23 school year.
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Last week we showcased some of the work our teachers and students have been participating in through
our partnership with the Botswana School Project. Through a collaboration with the Boys and Girls Club,
several teachers at Webster Elementary are working together to support the arts and increase fluency in
Botswana's schools. Students are very enthusiastic about helping the students in Botswana. Their projects
include: friendship bracelets, welcome note cards, hand sculptures of sign language gestures such as “I
Love You”, books on tape, treasured favorite books, animal paintings. Plus, fifth graders are filming the
project. This project creates a wonderful opportunity for Webster students to be of service to the people
in Botswana while integrating the project across their curriculum. This week Brooks Kamanakao, a safari
guide, born in the Bush of Botswana, will be visiting Webster and Malibu Schools. This project will show
Webster students how to see people in the world through a wider lens and encourage them to celebrate
their similarities and differences. Please support our efforts by participating in the Community Zoom
Cooking Event to support Botswana Project @6:00 p.m.on May 7th!
School Site Council Parent Elections: There are FOUR vacant two-year seats for parents on our (20222023 & 2023-2024) School Site Council. We need parent-candidates to run for office. This is the single
most important committee at school in steering school improvement goals. The committee consists of
five parents, three teachers, one support staff member, & the principal. The principal helps the
committee to analyze needs, set direction, and evaluate progress. The Board of Education sets
expectations for the Site Council and establishes criteria for the approval of the School Improvement Plan
(also known as the School Plan for Student Achievement / SPSA) and School Safety Plan (SSP). Throughout
the school year the committee reviews progress and discusses next steps. At the end of the year an
assessment of progress and an adjustment or confirmation of goals occurs. We meet on Thursdays once
a month via Zoom from 3:30 - 4:45 and obviously some additional reading beyond meeting times will be
needed in order to be an informed representative. Are you interested in running for office? Please
download and email your official nomination form to principal Daruty by Friday, May 6th.
Valet Parent Volunteer Opportunity- We are looking for some parent support with greeting our
students and helping with the valet as they arrive and depart from school. If you would be interested
in helping we would love to have you!
Morning Valet: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4cada92aa6f58-webster
Afternoon Valet: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4cada92aa6f58-webster
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SMMUSD is Enrolling for Preschool! If you, or someone you know, has a child who is ready to begin a
preschool experience, our SMMUSD preschools have something for everyone! We have part-day, full-day,
and extended day options available and we have a wide variety of locations. If finances need to be
considered, we also offer subsidized programming for qualifying families. For more information, please
call (310) 399-5865 and ask to speak with a preschool staff member, or go to the following link for more
information: www.smmusd.org/cd s.
CAASPP testing for 3rd-5th graders ONLY- Each year, students participate in the California Assessment of
Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP). This year, SMMUSD will give the summative assessments
in- person, during the Month of May.
4/18 - 4/29
5/2 - 5 /6
5/9 - 5/13
5/16 - 5/20

Practice, review and preparation
Gr. 3-5 ELA
Gr. 3-5 MATH
Gr. 3-5 Makeups and SCIENCE (5th)

You are an important part of your child’s education. To make sure your child feels comfortable taking
tests, you can. 1) Explain to your child that these tests are tools to help them learn, and they should not
be anxious or scared. 2) Explore the practice tests with your child at caaspp.org/practice-andtraining/index.html so they can become familiar with the platform and setup of the tests. 3) Remind your
child that you and their teacher want them to try their best and are there to help, every step of the way.
To learn more about these tests go to the Starting Smarter web page at ca.startingsmarter.org/, or review
the Parent Guides to Understanding at cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/parentguidetounderstand.asp. If you have
questions, please contact your teacher or Principal Daruty @ ldaruty@smmusd.org.

Tues.
Tues.
Tues.

4/26
4/26
4/26

Calendar of Events
SMMUSD 21-22 Calendar

Lexia Lab from 8:00-8:30 ( for invited students only)
PTA Executive Board Meeting @3:30 p.m.
Talent Show Rehearsal #2 3-4: 30 in the MPR
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Thurs.
Fri.
Fri.
Fri.
Mon.
Mon.
Mon.
Tues.
Sat.
Tues.
Tues.
Mon.
Fri.
Tues.
Wed.
Wed.
Thurs.

4/28
4/28
4/29
5/6
5/6
5/2-5/6
5/9 - 5/13
5/16 - 5/20
5/3
5/7
5/24
5/24
5/30
6/3
6/7
6/8
6/8
6/9
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Lexia Lab from 8:00-8:30 ( for invited students only)
Talent Show Rehearsal #3 3-4: 30 in the MPR ( all performers)
Talent Show @ 8:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Digital Talent Show Viewing Party @ 8:45 a.m.

School Site Council Nominations due official nomination form

3rd- 5th Grade ELA CAASPP testing
3rd- 5th Grade Math CAASPP testing
3rd- 5th Grade Make-Ups and 5th grade Science Test
PTA Honorary Service Awards and Officer Installation @ JAMS @ 4:30 p.m.
Community Zoom Cooking Event to support Botswana Project @6:00 p.m.
Minimum Day TK/K @ 12: 30 p.m. 1st - 5th @ 1:15 p.m.
Webster Open House @ 6:00 p.m.
Memorial Day: No school
Graduating MHS students come to Webster Clap-Out @ 11: 30 a.m.
5th Grade Culmination Ceremony @9:00 a.m.
5th Grade Beach Day
Minimum Day (Preschool-K 12:30 dismissal/ 1st -5th @1:15 p.m.)
Last Day of school: Minimum Day (Preschool-K 12:30 dismissal/ 1st -5th @1:15 p.m.)

Health and Safety Measures: Layers of Mitigation
Visit our SMMUSD Covid Dashboard that reflects all positive cases by site, updated weekly:
www.smmusd.org/Dashboard and the County of LA also has information you can find by school
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/education/index.htm.
Antigen Testing hubs: In order to facilitate the shortened isolation of asymptomatic COVID-positive staff
and students to return to school after day five of isolation, we are providing two antigen testing hubs for
students and staff to access in order to get an antigen test on day five or later. Students and staff on
isolation for a COVID infection must submit the antigen result from the hub testing via email to their
school site nurses and await official clearance from the nurse to qualify for the shortened isolation.
Antigen tests from a testing facility, medical clinic, or health care facility will also be accepted. Home tests
will not be accepted. Hubs in Santa Monica and Malibu:
➢ Malibu Elementary School (for Malibu staff and students): Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.- 1:30p.m..
Please do not enter the school office. Testing is in the parking lot. Registration is on-site.
Illness Reporting: If your child is ill, please take the following actions. Keep your child home, report the
absence and symptoms to our school nurse hdabiranzohori@smmusd.org Also please report the absence
to Attendance Officer Michaele Ward michaele.ward@smmusd.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
MALIBU DUNE RESTORATION – VOLUNTEER EVENT 04/30/22 Students, staff and community members
are invited to visit and help restore the Point Dume dune site of the Malibu Living Shoreline Project on
Saturday April 30, 9:30-11:30 a.m. The Bay Foundation staff will provide a brief introduction and discuss
the significance of the project. Participants will support restoration and maintenance activities, including
removing non-native vegetation, caring for native plants and seeds, and repairing other restoration
elements. Meeting location: Point Dume Beach Parking Lot, 7103 Westward Beach Rd. Interested
participants please register at www.malibucity.org/dunerestorationvolunteer. Questions? Please email
Christine Shen cshen@malibucity.org from the City of Malibu, or Chris Enyart
cenyart@santamonicabay.org from The Bay Foundation
GIRLS SPORTS CLINICS
Community members can sign up now for the City of Malibu’s excellent #PlayLikeAGirlMalibu Girls Sports
Clinics, offered this spring for female athletes ages 8 – 13.
The free clinics will be held in March, April and May at Malibu Bluffs Park (24250 Pacific Coast Highway).
Preregistration is required at www.MalibuCity.org/Register.
The Girls Sports Clinics will include lacrosse with the Women’s Pepperdine University Lacrosse Team,
volleyball with Sunshine Volleyball Club, and skateboarding with Champ Camp. Experienced coaches will
bring together beginner and seasoned athletes for a morning of learning skills and sportsmanship through
guided drills in a fun, non-competitive environment. Focusing on leadership, teamwork, and
sportsmanship, the fun and structured clinics aim to help players of all skill levels develop a newfound
interest for sports.
Organic Waste Recycling is coming to Malibu learn more about it HERE. As they work on outreach for SB
1383, you should visit the organics webpage for additional information and resources. You can sign up for
Malibu Environmental Programs or Environmental Calendar messages through the City's Notify Me
system and follow us on Facebook, Twitter @MalibuEnviroDpt, or Instagram KeepItCleanMalibu.
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The City of Malibu Community Services Department launched the #PlayLikeAGirlMalibu campaign and
invites individuals in the Malibu community to share their epic girls’ sports moments by incorporating
the hashtag into their online posts. Pre-registration is required at MalibuCity.org/Register. The
campaign aims to encourage girls of all ages not only to participate in the City’s wide offerings of youth
sports classes, but to also provide a platform for girls’ sports programs to be highlighted in the
community. The Department’s goal is to improve the representation of females in positions of
leadership in sport and recreation. Additional City of Malibu Events for children:
BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF MALIBU
Email: sebastianspiroglou@bgcmalibu.org
Webster Information - Week of April 25, 2022
The Boys & Girls Club of Malibu aims to provide a fun, safe, and creative environment for all Malibu
youth to thrive, find support through positive mentorship, develop important life skills, and receive
social and emotional support. We are currently offering:
●

BGCM Summer Programs June 20-Aug 5 ENROLL NOW at BGCMALIBU.ORG Located at
Webster Elementary. Camp Bu provides a fun, safe, creative environment for members to
thrive! This summer program offers an educational and enriching experience full of adventure
and excitement. Activities include: STEM based projects, arts & crafts with Alice, social
emotional wellness, and more! Learn more here.

●

Join our #BeBGCMKind Campaign! Help BGCM bring awareness to mental health & wellness
services during Mental Health Awareness month this May. Learn more here!

●

Boys & Girls Club of Malibu Wellness Center invites you to join us for a Lunch & Learn
parenting workshop via zoom on Parenting Neurodivergent and Differently-abled Kids,
Tuesday, April 26 @ 12pm. Neurodivergent is a term that was coined by Judy Singer, a
sociologist with autism. It refers to the concept that certain developmental disorders are
normal variations in the brain. What do parents need to know about this term? And what
does it mean to parent a child with neurodiversity? Find out by registering at
https://bit.ly/BGCM-NeurodivergentKids Dr. Therese Moriarty, PsyD & BGCM Wellness
Center MFT Intern Coordinator will talk more about:
● What neurodivergent means & characteristics often observed
● The importance of getting an accurate diagnosis
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Positive Parenting, a parenting intervention that is effective in working with
neurodivergent children

For questions, email wellnessinfo@bgcmalibu.org (There is no cost associated with joining this
workshop. Open to all district parents).
●

Wellness Center & Social Support Offerings The Boys & Girls Club of Malibu Wellness Center
operates remotely and also in-person to provide no-cost social support & mental health
counseling to all in the community. Visit https://bgcmalibu.org/wellness-center/ to learn
more or to request services for you/your child!

●

City of Malibu Enrichment Programs For grades TK-5th, sessions offering Soccer, Spanish, and
Theater. Enrollment is open with classes beginning in April. Visit malibucity.org/register to
register.

*To contact the Club please call 310-457-1400 (Admin) or 310-241-3675 (Programs) Email
info@bgcmalibu.org For updates on Club news & events, subscribe to BGCM E-Newsletter, Click Here!

OTHER INFORMATION
Webster is looking for an Instructional Assistant- Do you enjoy supporting teachers as they deliver
instruction to our students? Have you volunteered in classrooms and enjoyed your time? Consider
applying for the position. We have a 3 hour position available. Please visit HERE to review qualifications
and to apply.
LUNCH MENU- Breakfast and lunch are free to all SMMUSD students. Free and Reduced-Price Meals for
SMMUSD Students Notification: School Year 2021-22 Link. Please know that all menu items are subject to
change. Please plan accordingly.
TRANSPORTATION: School bus transportation will resume for the school year at limited capacity. Please
apply for a bus pass NOW, to reserve your spot. https://www.smmusd.org/domain/306.
WEBSTER BELL SCHEDULE: Our school schedule is available for viewing at our website. Please click here
to view the schedules. Bell Schedule / Bell Schedule (smmusd.org)
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MINIMUM DAYS: Additional minimum days are: 5/24, 6/8 and 6/9.
EARLY RELEASE FRIDAYS: Every Friday, students in grades TK-5th are dismissed at 1:15 p.m. The remainder
of the school day is for teacher and staff development meetings.
EMAIL, PHONE OR ADDRESS CHANGES-Please report any information changes to our school registrar,
michaele.ward@smmusd.org, so she can update our Student Information Database, Aeries.
PTA INFORMATION:
We need your help! Please consider serving on the Webster PTA Executive Board next year! Contact
Heather Campi @ heathercampi@gmail.com or Jessie Muchmore @jessiemuchmore@gmail.com if you
are interested in a leadership position responsible for planning important enrichment events and helping
guide the future of Webster School. Thank you for your continued participation in keeping Webster School
a vibrant and engaging place for learning and growing! Your partnership means everything! Check out the
PTA website to see the list of job descriptions HERE.
2021 Whale Fund Donors
Al-Hardan Family, Abeyta Family, Alterman Family, Anderson Family, Bator Family, Bauer Family, Begin
Family, Behzaki Family, Berman Family, Board Family, Bogart Family, Bolan Family, Braun Family, Brisinger
Family, Buchanan Family, Buckman Family, Bunn Family, Emily Butler, Butler Bell Family, Carlsen Family,
Carpenter Family, Castro Family, Childress Family, Clarkson Family, Cohen Family, Dempsey Family, Diana
Family, Diener Family, Donovan Family, Dunn Family, Earnest Family, Ebeling Family, Eggers Family,
Epstein Family, Ezra Family, Farrell Family, Firemark Family, Fisher Family, Flores Family, Garnero Family,
Geraghty Family, Goldberg Family, Goldshmidt Family, Green Family, Greenberg Family, Hahn Family,
Hasselbring Family, Hudson Family, Ifft Family, Jackson Family, Jacobs Family, Jacobsen Family, Kamins
Family, Karsh Family, Koneman Family, Lam Family, Lopez Family, Lugo Family, Luteman Family, Magid
Family, Makabi Family, Mancuso Family, Marques Family, Michael Family, Patrick Miller, Miller-Jones
Family, Mouton Family, Muchmore Family, Nieto/Wiechnik Family, Newman Family, Nordheimer Family,
Orescan Family, Parris Family, Peak Family, Peters Family, Petersen-Goodnight Family, Reitter Family,
Rickard Family, Riesgo-Guzman Family, Riggs Family, Sadigov Family, Seltzer Family, Semradek Family,
Skelton Family, Sokoloff Family, Starr Family, Szabo Menichetti Family, Szczepanik Family, Tello Family,
Tenzer Family, White Family, Wolfe Family
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Room Sponsors
The Ifft Family, The Bush-Hahn & Earnest Families, Mrs. London’s 5th Grade Class, Biofield Tuning and
Heath & Fitness by Mark Sainz, marksainz.com, The Begin Family, The Parris Family, The Ezra Family,
Malibu Pacific Church, The Dunn Family, SweetBu Candy, The Donovan Family, The Sadigov Family, The
Abeyta Family, The Bogart Family, The Marques Family, The Nabavi Family, The Luteman Family, The
Lockton Family, The VandeVoort-McWhinnie Family, The Hudson Family, The Newman Family, The Karsh
Family, The White Family

