
A Message from Tedd
November 4, 2022

WEbster Nation,
 
So we shift gears from the candy, creeps, and costumes of October to the community and
cheer of November and December. Let's take stock of what's good in our lives. We all have
stress and challenges, but man, there's a lot to appreciate in our lives. Personally, I'm a sucker
for this season as the world seems a little more open to kindness. There is a lot of research
out there to suggest that, in addition to the obvious effects it has on others, spreading
kindness and joy has a massive impact on the spreader him/herself...perhaps even on a
chemical level. Having felt this �rst hand, I'm interested in how we can create a joyful mindset
in our Webster students.  
 
I think it's fair to say it shows up differently for different folks. We recognize it and gravitate
towards it in different ways. Maybe it's Joel and Gus every Tuesday morning at drop-off with
the out�ts and signs and music and bubbles. Those guys get it. Maybe it was Alex's (a
Webster 4th grader) "Hey Kool Aid!!" costume on Halloween. All I could think about was how
Alex himself must have felt spreading all that contagious and authentic happiness to others.
Such good stuff. Alex clearly understands joy. Maybe it's softer and quieter, like that friendly
conversation you have with an elderly person in line at the grocery store. They leave the
exchange feeling heard or valued simply because you took a few moments to chat. Maybe it's
a thank you card or a word of encouragement to someone who really needed it.  
 
However it shows up for you, tap into it. 
 
I saw video a few months back of a guy who took to the streets with two pillows. While he
kept one of the pillows, he would throw the other to a random stranger in a public place and
attempt to engage them in a playful pillow �ght. What ensued was a childlike exuberance that
was truly captivating. This guy clearly gets it. No �nancial gain, no expectation, just the desire
share a little joy. This power lies within all of us.  
 
I got a Boo Gram from Lillian (one of our 5th graders) this week that really puzzled me. It
simply said, "I think you stole my Windex." My �rst thought was that somehow I had borrowed
her Windex and forgotten to return it. On second thought, that seemed like a ridiculous
scenario and I made the assumption that Lillian just had an awesome and joyful sense of
humor. I tracked her down on Wednesday to �nd out that sure enough, it was the latter. I
realized she spent $0.50 and went out of her way to send me this note simply for the sake of a
smile. We laughed together hysterically and it made my day. Lillian gets it.



 
As we head into a busy and often stressful holiday season, I'd like to challenge us all, kids
included, to �nd opportunities to spread a little kindness and some joy. Whatever that looks
like and feels like to you...let's make it a part of our lives. I promise you this, it will make a
difference.
 
Have a really wonderful weekend and thanks so much for sharing your kids with me. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
Tedd  

































Our staff Professional Development last week with our friends from Sycamore was focused
on building mathematical capacity through games. Putting engagement at the forefront helps
students to connect and provides a safe space for mathematical thinking and learning. Our
teachers have always focused on this approach here at Webster and many took last week's
experience to heart, trying out some new math games with the kids. Mrs. Stark's gang was all
smiles as they worked through an awesome morning of numeracy and number sense.













EVENTS and REMINDERS

Webster SOCK DRIVE 
Monday, November 7 "Crazy Sock Day" 
Drive goes from 11/7-11/18 
See attached �yer for details 
 
Coffee & Conversation with Tedd
Topic: "How do we raise interesting kids?" 
Tuesday, November 8
8:30-9:30am 
 
Veterans Day Holiday 
Friday, November 11
School Closed 
 
Picture Day (Rescheduled) 



Monday, November 14 
Tuesday, November 29 (K/1) 
Information on prices and packages will come later.
*Photographer has promised to turn pictures around quickly for holiday use. 
 
Community Feasts 
Tuesday, November 22 
*Details to come
 
Book Fair 
December 5-9 
Webster Library
*This fair will be BOOKS ONLY
**I remember being SO excited for the latest edition of The Guinness Book of World Records 

Malibu Boys & Girls Club Update

WEBSTER ELEMENTARY WEEK OF NOVEMBER 7 
 
The Boys & Girls Club of Malibu aims to provide a fun, safe, and creative environment for all
Malibu youth to thrive, �nd support through positive mentorship, develop important life skills,
and receive social and emotional support. We are currently offering:  
 

BGCM After School Programs Academic Year 2022-2023, ENROLL NOW at
BGCMALIBU.ORG Programs include: STEM based projects, arts & crafts,
cooking/gardening, social emotional wellness, and more! (Enrollment must be completed
and veri�ed via our online electronic system before your child attends BGCM Clubhouses,
please allow at least 2 business days for this process). 
 
BGCM in Partnership with City of Malibu NEW enrichment classes for Winter 2023.
Registration opens Monday, Nov 14 at malibucity.org/register. Classes include Mega
Machines, Soccer, and Secret Science Agents. Dates are Jan 10-March 23, 2023. Students
do not have to be BGCM members to register. 
 
Come Enjoy the Pancake Breakfast!!! Sun Nov 13 8AM-11AM. Co-hosted with Malibu
Rotary and Malibu MMS/MHS, join us during this season of gratitude for a pancake
breakfast fundraiser. Bringing our community together for connection and to say thank
you to local �rst responders! For only $10, your breakfast ticket will include: pancakes,
water + coffee, and sausage links. Location: MHS Parking Lot (Tickets can only be
purchased on-site). Please rsvp here https://forms.gle/emqDimTy4EQm5Gd48 
 
Wellness Center & Social Support Offerings The Boys & Girls Club of Malibu Wellness
Center operates remotely and also in-person to provide no-cost social support & mental
health counseling to all in the community. Visit https://bgcmalibu.org/wellness-center/ to
learn more or to request services for you/your child! 
 

http://bgcmalibu.org/
http://malibucity.org/register
https://forms.gle/emqDimTy4EQm5Gd48
https://bgcmalibu.org/wellness-center/


*To contact the Club please call 310-457-1400 (Admin) or 310-241-3675 (Programs) Email
info@bgcmalibu.org For updates on Club news & events, subscribe to BGCM E-Newsletter,
Click Here!

mailto:info@bgcmalibu.org
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/JKSjzQ1/BGCsignup












Developing character and growth mindsets is invaluable and will be a major focus of ours here
at Webster over the years. As we build community here on campus, at home, and across

Malibu, we will continue to model the kind of behavior that promotes unity and kindness. In
addition, we will notice and value it in each other. 








