
A Message from Tedd
October 14, 2022

WEbster Nation,
 
I promised that I would remain open, honest, and transparent with all of you in my role here at
Webster. Over time, I would very much like to develop meaningful relationships with you, your
children, and my staff. I'd like us to come together as a community, united in service to these
amazing kiddos. And yes, they are truly amazing...imaginative, creative, funny, interesting...but
they're kids. That means for all the things we love about them, they also come with
challenges. Each is unique and requires a tremendous amount attention from each of us in
the system. After receiving a good deal of feedback throughout the week around a variety of
topics, I've spent some time re�ecting and designing a response...not a solution, but
something worth pondering. If you’ll allow me, I’d like to offer that we spend some time this
weekend thinking about UNDERSTANDING and THOUGHTFULNESS.
 
We live in a challenging time, for sure. We all have a bunch of responsibilities and a truck-load
of stressors, many of which we neither created nor asked for. As parents, you have the added
hair-raising pressures that go hand in hand with the immeasurable joys of raising kids. It’s a
lot…we understand.
 
We understand that each and every one of us is going to make mistakes. Thoughtfulness
means recognizing our own humanness in others and extending them a little grace.
 
We understand that some days we’re running late and nothing seems to be going our way. The
drop-off or pick-up line feels like it’s too much to handle today. Thoughtfulness means, even
on tough days, the system still needs your support. It means NOT parking illegally, putting kids
in unsafe situations, and completely disrespecting others by making an already tough
situation even more chaotic.
 
We understand that sometimes kids come home from school and report things to you that are
upsetting…even outrageous at times. Thoughtfulness means remembering there is always at
least one other side to the story and it’s worth slowing down the response until we’ve gathered
more information.
 
I appreciate you all very much. I am touched by your generosity and devotion to the school and
our students. From the PTA and MBGC to the room parents and daily volunteers, you are an
integral part of what makes Webster a truly wonderful place to be. When you add this
irreplaceable staff, we’ve got the makings of something magical. Let’s be good to each other.



 
With that…please enjoy a little information and a ton of photos from another FANTASTIC week
at Webster.  
 
With gratitude, 
 
Tedd  

Rube Goldberg Machines

Mr. K spent some time with his 4th graders in the STEAMLab exploring the wonders of Rube
Goldberg machines. The kids watched some videos to get a sense of the mission and then
were let loose to explore materials, space, and the motion needed to pull it off. Deep learning
is loud and messy. What a great opportunity for our students!
 
Looking for an awesome example? Check out this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
dJv7arn2lY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dJv7arn2lY










Exploration with Magnets and a Trip to the STEAMLab

Mrs. Stark's 3rd graders are diving deep into science. They spent some time working with
magnets this week. Open opportunities for exploration with physical materials is a great way
to encourage curiosity and wonder. It allows students to formulate meaningful questions
while developing a deeper understanding of concepts that may be taught later. In addition,
Stark's gang spent their time in the STEAMLab focused on building and design. Go kids!!























More STEAMLab Adventures at Webster

Ms. Lockwood's kiddos had their �rst session in the STEAMLab this week. What's better than
a design challenge!? They were asked to create the longest paper chain possible using only a
speci�c amount of materials! The longest chain made was 22' 6"! Nice work, gang. 













TK Keeping the Doctor Away

TK had lots of fun exploring all things apple this week! They discussed, explored literature and
songs, weighed, measured, graphed, tasted a bunch of varietals, peeled, cut, made prints,
discovered a big surprise inside, followed a recipe, and made delicious applesauce! That
sounds like an amazing week in TK! Thanks, Mrs. Papale!! 

















Pumpkins and Pals

The students in Ms. Johnson's 5th grade class spent some time making Halloween art with
their Kinder buddies last week. These are powerful opportunities for relationship-building,
mentoring, and empathy. It's so important that our students learn to be big brothers and
sisters to the littles on campus. If you are the parents of a 5th grader, ask them some
questions about the experience. What's the most challenging part of working with your little
buddy? How did you overcome those challenges? What's your favorite thing about your new
friend? Did you learn anything about yourself from this interaction?







Trunk-or-Treat Design Thinking

I am a big believer that we should give our students opportunities to design and build
whenever we can. The Trunk-or-Treat experience is a perfect place for this. Mrs. London's
room parent extraordinaire, Rachael Sokoloff, helped the students with idea creation and
execution around the class theme (a surprise, but the pictures may reveal a few hints). She
also coordinated parent volunteers to come assist during their �rst build session this week.
The goal is for the Trunk-or-Treat vision to be student-led and created using predominately re-
purposed materials. The kids de�nitely had a blast creating this week!





A whale of a celebration for last week's winners, Ms.
Johnson's class!!





THIS WEEK'S WINNERS!!!!

Mrs. Berman and Mrs. Murdock's Classes (3 weeks running!!)
Mrs. London's Class 

EVENTS and REMINDERS

Picture Day 
Monday, October 24 
All Day (details to come) 
 
Math Club Begins 
Tuesday, October 25 
7:50am for 5th Grade
Thursday, October 27 
7:50am for 4th Grade
MORE INFO TO COME 
 
Trunk-or-Treat 
Monday, October 31 
Schedule to come! 
 
Parent Conferences 
Tuesday, November 1
All Day
Weds, November 2 - Friday, November 4
Early Dismissal at 1:15 
(see your teacher for their schedule) 
 
Coffee & Conversation with Tedd
Tuesday, November 8
8:30-9:30am 
 
Veterans Day Holiday 
Friday, November 11
School Closed 



Malibu Boys & Girls Club Update

WEBSTER ELEMENTARY WEEK OF OCTOBER 17 
 
The Boys & Girls Club of Malibu aims to provide a fun, safe, and creative environment for all
Malibu youth to thrive, �nd support through positive mentorship, develop important life skills,
and receive social and emotional support. We are currently offering:
 
BGCM After School Programs Academic Year 2022-2023, ENROLL NOW at BGCMALIBU.ORG
Programs include: STEM based projects, arts & crafts, cooking/gardening, social emotional
wellness, and more! (Enrollment must be completed and veri�ed via our online electronic
system before your child attends BGCM Clubhouses, please allow at least 2 business days for
this process). 
 
Run Malibu this Nov 5-6th at Zuma Beach Join the Malibu Half Marathon, 5K, and/or Kids Fun
Run. Grab your family, friend, or colleague, and head to Zuma Beach for a fantastic community
event bringing together anyone who loves to walk, run, or is seeking a new challenge and a
positive experience for mind & body! Be sure to purchase a 'Charity Ticket' which provides a
VIP experience with a portion of proceeds bene�ting BGCM! Visit https://www.runmalibu.com/
to learn more and register! 
 
Volunteers Needed! We are seeking volunteers for Run Malibu Half Marathon, 5K, and Kids Fun
Run! November 5-6th. Sign up at https://signup.com/go/JhFnRfP
 
Wellness Center & Social Support Offerings The Boys & Girls Club of Malibu Wellness Center
operates remotely and also in-person to provide no-cost social support & mental health
counseling to all in the community. Visit https://bgcmalibu.org/wellness-center/ to learn more
or to request services for you/your child! 
 
*To contact the Club please call 310-457-1400 (Admin) or 310-241-3675 (Programs) Email
info@bgcmalibu.org For updates on Club news & events, subscribe to BGCM E-Newsletter,
Click Here!

http://bgcmalibu.org/
https://www.runmalibu.com/
https://signup.com/go/JhFnRfP
https://bgcmalibu.org/wellness-center/
mailto:info@bgcmalibu.org
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/JKSjzQ1/BGCsignup




A Celebration for Craig Foster

You are invited to a celebration honoring outgoing SMMUSD Board of Education member,
Craig Foster, who has been Malibu's sole representative on the Board and a tireless supporter
of Malibu education and our community for almost two decades.
 
We will also be introducing Malibu's new candidate for this position, Stacy Rouse. She will
carry our Malibu torch into the future.
 
WHAT: Craig Foster Appreciation Celebration
WHO: All Malibu families, school administration, friends of Craig Foster and those who have
known or been touched by Craig's generosity to our community
WHERE: Malibu City Hall
WHEN: Monday, October 17th - 6 - 8:30 pm
ACTIVITIES: refreshments, acknowledgment of Craig Foster, socializing
RSVP: info@kathrynalice.com

mailto:info@kathrynalice.com


I am so proud of each and every one of our students. Developing character and growth
mindsets is invaluable and certainly a focus of ours here at Webster. As we build community
here on campus, at home, and across Malibu, we will continue to model the kind of behavior

that promotes unity and kindness. 


