
 

 

 
 

SANTA  MONICA-MALIBU  UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
 
 
March 27, 2023 
 

Interim Superintendent's Message: Nashville School Incident 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, Staff, Students and Community Members, 

 
We continue to be deeply shocked and saddened by the events that occurred today (3/27/23) at the 
Covenant School in Nashville Tennessee. It is tragic that on behalf of SMMUSD, I need to write to 
you about another school shooting. We offer our condolences to the students, staff and families at 
the Nashville school and to those impacted by the loss of lives of three students, a teacher, a 
custodian and the school administrator. I ask that each of us take a moment and pause in 
remembrance of these lives lost. 

 
Incidents of gun violence in schools, and in every setting where we expect and seek to keep our 
children and our community safe, can affect both children and adults. Please read and share the 
following resources for educators and parents to help you support your children in talking with them 
about today’s event, gun violence, safety and their feelings.  

Resources for Schools and Families   

● Talking to Children about the Shooting (The National Child Traumatic Stress Network) 
● Talking to Children About Violence: Tips for Parents and Teachers (National Association of 

School Psychologists) 
● Managing your distress in the aftermath of a shooting (American Psychological Association)  

In these final days before spring break, please be kind and patient with each other. Recognize that 
today’s tragedy is unsettling for everyone. We must support our children, each other and our 
communities. Please remember that if you see, hear or know something, say something 
(www.WeTip.com or report to a school administrator.) As we remember the lives lost, remember the 
strength we have together.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
Mark O. Kelly, Ed.D.  
Interim Superintendent 

https://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/resources/tip-sheet/talking_to_children_about_the_shooting.pdf
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://www.apa.org/topics/gun-violence-crime/mass-shooting
http://www.wetip.com/


 

 

 
 

SANTA  MONICA-MALIBU  UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
 
 
27 de marzo de 2023 
 

Mensaje del Superintendente: Incidente en una escuela de Nashville  
 
Estimados padres de familia, tutores legales, personal y miembros de la comunidad:  
 
Seguimos profundamente conmocionados y entristecidos por los acontecimientos ocurridos hoy (3/27/23) en 
la Escuela Covenant en Nashville, Tennessee. Es trágico que en nombre de SMMUSD, tenga que escribirles 
acerca de otro tiroteo en una escuela. Nuestras condolencias a los estudiantes, el personal y las familias de la 
escuela de Nashville y a todas las personas impactadas por la pérdida de las vidas de tres estudiantes, un 
maestro, un empleado de limpieza y el titular a cargo de la escuela. Les pido que cada uno de nosotros se 
tome un momento y haga una pausa para recordar las vidas que se han perdido. 
 
Los incidentes de violencia con armas de fuego en las escuelas, y en todos los entornos en los que 
esperamos y tratamos de mantener seguros a nuestros hijos y a nuestra comunidad, pueden afectar tanto a 
los niños como a los adultos. Por favor, lea y comparta los siguientes recursos para educadores y padres de 
familia para ayudarles a hablar con sus hijos sobre el acontecimiento de hoy, la violencia armada, la 
seguridad, y sus sentimientos.  

Recursos para las escuelas y las familias 

● Hablar con sus hijos acerca de los tiroteos: Talking to Children about the Shooting (The National Child 
Traumatic Stress Network) 

● Hablar con sus hijos sobre la violencia: Consejos para padres y maestros: Talking to Children About 
Violence: Tips for Parents and Teachers (National Association of School Psychologists) 

● Gestión del estrés como consecuencia de un tiroteo: Managing your distress in the aftermath of a 
shooting (American Psychological Association)  

En estos últimos días antes de las vacaciones de primavera, por favor, sean amables y pacientes entre todos. 
Reconozcan que la tragedia de hoy es preocupante para todos. Debemos apoyar a nuestros hijos, a los 
demás y a nuestras comunidades. Recuerden que, si ven, oyen o saben algo, deben decirlo (www.WeTip.com 
o informar a un administrador de la escuela). Al recordar las vidas perdidas de estas personas, recuerden la 
fuerza que tenemos entre todos. 
 
 
Atentamente,  
 
Mark O. Kelly, Ed.D.  
Superintendente interino  

https://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/resources/tip-sheet/talking_to_children_about_the_shooting.pdf
https://www.nctsn.org/sites/default/files/resources/tip-sheet/talking_to_children_about_the_shooting.pdf
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://www.apa.org/topics/gun-violence-crime/mass-shooting
https://www.apa.org/topics/gun-violence-crime/mass-shooting
http://www.wetip.com/
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