
 

1 
 

 
April 1, 2020 
 

Superintendent’s Message:  
Distance Learning Planned for the Balance of School Year 

Schools to Remain Closed Per State Advisory 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Staff, 
 
The State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond announced yesterday, “Due to 
the current safety concerns and needs for ongoing social distancing it currently appears that our 
students will not be able to return to school campuses before the end of the school year. This is 
in no way to suggest that school is over for the year, but rather we should put all efforts into 
strengthening our delivery of education through distance learning.” Superintendent Thurmond 
urged all school districts in California to move towards and/or continue to strengthen distance 
learning programs and opportunities for students. 
 
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District will follow this directive and continue to be 
open for distance learning, with our campuses closed for the balance of the 2019-20 
school year. 
 
We will have another letter for you this week with additional details regarding our continued 
plans for distance learning and additional resources for our families during this difficult time. 
 
Los Angeles Times report on this school closure advisory, 4/1/20:   
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-04-01/coronavirus-school-closures-california 
 
Please be safe and continue to take care of one another.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Ben Drati, Superintendent 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-04-01/coronavirus-school-closures-california
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