The McKinley Weekly Mini-Messenger
For Schoolwide Info and Updates Each Week

Date: 2/22/22
Important Announcements and Reminders
4th /5th Rainbow Club
Last week four 5 graders came to my office to share their thoughts with me. They said they are proud
members of the LGBTQ community, and are advocates for classmates who are exploring their identity. I
was so impressed with the confidence, passion, and thoughtfulness of these students, who were truly
modeling the PRIDE Philosophy.
They inspired me to think about additional ways we could support our students and promote inclusion, and
so I am proud to announce that McKinley will now have a 4th/5th grade Rainbow Club. This club will join
our other supplemental enrichment for 4th/5th graders such as Student Council, Green Team, Film Club,
Dance Team, and Student Newspaper. The Rainbow Club will be led by two teachers volunteering their
time, and meetings will occur during lunch recess twice a month. A Parent Permission Slip for 4th/5th
graders is attached.
At the elementary school level a Rainbow Club is a safe and supportive space for LGBTQ+ students and
allies to connect and hold space for each other to create community. Rainbow Clubs promote a safe,
healthy school climate and an anti-bullying message. We look forward to being the first elementary school
to have such a club and modeling inclusion for others.
th

Student Newspaper
Attached is this month’s edition of the student newspaper, The McKinley Times. Enjoy! 4th and 5th graders
are invited to join as writers, editors, and comic-drawers by contacting teacher coordinator Ms. Ross.
Quarantine/Isolation Teacher Zoom Support Concluded
To provide students in quarantine/isolation with a social-emotional learning experience while at home, Ms.
Estrada (LLI) and Ms. King (Intervention Teacher) were meeting with grade levels of students on Zoom.
Now that exposed students may remain in school, Friday was the last day for those Zoom classes. If
students are absent for illness, we encourage them to rest so they can feel better, but parents may request
academic assignments digitally or in packets for pickup.
Some Morning Gates Closing
Due to low usage, no longer doing gate screening, and to better utilize staff, two gates will be closed in the
morning at morning drop-off:
Closing the Chelsea Ave TK/K Gate- TK/K may enter at the TK/K parking lot gate
Closing the Arizona Garden Gate- students may enter at the Arizona gate down the path
All other morning procedures are the same.
There is no change to pick-up dismissal gates or procedures.
Jog-a-thon
March 4th is the Jog-a-thon!
Volunteers and families are invited to come cheer on their student running.
8:40-9:05 1st
9:15-9:40 TK/K
9:50-10:10 Preschool
10:25-10:50 2nd
11:00-11:25 3rd
11:35-12:00 4th
12:10-12:35 5th

Parking is available on the playground. Please drive carefully as students will be playing and running
nearby.
Masks not required outside.
The exception is that at this time masks are still required both indoors and outdoors for those in quarantine
(students and adults): positive individuals who test negative on an antigen test on day 5 must wear a mask
days 6-10, and individuals exposed to a positive case must wear a mask for 10 days from the date of the
exposure.
Please bring a mask for when in indoor spaces such as the restroom or walking through the office and
buildings. Some extra masks will be available at the first aid station as needed.
Families will be informed if there are any updates to COVID protocols.
Do not come if experiencing any illness symptoms, or if in isolation for testing positive for COVID.
Info about the Jog-a-thon can be found at the Jog-a-thon website www.jogathonmck.com
Snack Sales are Back
Wednesday Snack Sale is back! Students can buy candies, chips, and treats for $1 each to raise funds for
5th grade graduation activities. Snacks for purchase will be available after school Wednesday at the
Courtyard Gate and the Arizona Gate. See the flyer for info about how to volunteer.
Cell Phones Prohibited on Campus
A reminder of our school policy that student cell phones are not allowed on campus. Students who have
cell phones must keep them in their backpack while on campus (includes before school and during after
school sports/programs). This is because the technology could get lost or damaged, and it is a distraction to
student learning and socialization. If staff sees a phone, it will be confiscated and the parent will be called
to pick it up. If a parent needs to communicate information to their child during the school day, they can
call the office and the teacher will be told the information to relay to the child.

This Week
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Date
2/21
2/22
2/23
2/24
2/25

Time

Event
No School
First Day of Return to Normal Recess

8:35am

Outdoor Schoolwide Assembly for Students- 1st Grade Presents the
Pillar of Character, Fairness
PTA Meeting, Zoom
Report Cards go Home

8:45am
3:00pm

Next Week
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Date
2/28
3/1
3/2
3/3
3/4

Time

Event

JOG-A-THON!!!

Upcoming Dates and Events
3/7 Title I Annual Meeting
3/9 Future Facilities Meeting
3/11 ELAC
3/15 SSC
3/25 STEM Fair
3/31 Talent Show

Flyers Attached
Jog-a-thon
Rainbow Club
Title I Meeting
Preschool Enrollment
PTA
Snack Sales
CREST Spring Camp
Student Newspaper

McKinley Elementary School
4th/5th Grade
Rainbow Club

Permission Slip
At the elementary school level a Rainbow Club is a safe and supportive space for
LGBTQ+ students and allies to connect and hold space for each other to create
community. Topics of family, identity, and respect can be discussed. Rainbow
Clubs promote a safe, healthy school climate and an anti-bullying message.
More information about Rainbow Clubs can be found at:
https://www.genderinclassrooms.com/rainbow-club
This club will join our other supplemental enrichment for 4th/5th graders such as
Student Council, Green Team, Film Club, Dance Team, and Student Newspaper.
The Rainbow Club will be lead by two teachers volunteering their time- Ms.
Buckner (4th grade teacher, trained in Rainbow Clubs) and Ms. Mel (3rd-5th SAI
Teacher).
Meetings will occur during lunch recess the first and third Fridays of each
month.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Return this completed permission slip to the teacher or office by March 4th.
_____________________
Student Name

__________________
Teacher

________
Grade

I give permission for my child to participate in the Rainbow Club at McKinley:
_________________
Parent Name

______________
Signature

_____________________________
Email

_________________
Date

___________________________
Phone
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LEARN MORE AT

JOGATHONMCK.COM

Currently Serving Ages 3-4
Programs Include:
Extended Day- 7:30am to 6pm
Part Day- 3 Hours
Full Day- 6 Hours

Programs may be full cost, on a sliding scale, or free

For more information:
310.399.5865 smmusd.org/CDS

TITLE I PARENT

AND

McKinley Elementary School
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT POLICY

AND COMPACT

In the spring, an annual meeting will be held to share with parents a description of the Title I program
and its requirements.
A Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy and Compact describes the means for carrying out
designated Title I, Part A parent and family engagement requirements pursuant to ESSA Section 1116(c).
Each school served under this part shall jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents and family
members of participating children a written parent and family engagement policy and compact, agreed on
by such parents, that shall describe the means for carrying out the requirements of subsections (c)
through (f).
At the March 7th meeting input from families will be gathered for the Title I Parent and Family
Engagement Policy and Compact. The School Site Council adopts the plan as part of the annual School
Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) process. The policy and compact are then posted on the website
for ongoing viewing, and shared in the First-Day-Packet each school year with other important back-toschool documents.
Information will be shared by the Principal at two meetings for parent input. For parent convenience both
a morning time and an evening time are being offered. The same information will be shared at both
meetings.

March 7th
8:45-10:00am
or
6:00-7:15pm
https://smmk12.zoom.us/j/83375757449
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Lucky for us, we have two amazing co-chairs, working together to make this Jogathon happen! They make sure everyone
can get a Jogathon t-shirt, set
up the music that will be playing while students run laps,
ilies are cheering on their kids,
for everyone, and work with the
staff and Jogathon committee
at Mckinley, so they make sure
they’re not breaking any school
rules.
These are some quotes from
kids, saying why they love the
Jogathon:

The Jogathon is Back!
by Maya B.

We are having our Jogathon
again this year! The Jogathon
will be held on Friday, March 4
on the track in the big yard.
The Jogathon is Mckinley’s largest fundraiser. It is also a really
fun event/experience for students. Students will jog around
the track with their classmates,
and raise money for our school.
Students will raise money by
asking their friends and family to
make a donation in their name
to Mckinley. Students can call,
email, or ask in person. For example: You can call your grandma or another family member,
and tell them how much you
love your school and want to
raise money for it.

“I love it when I get a popsicle at
the end!” -Jacob B., 3rd Grade

mid-winter mini edition

Presidents’ Day
by Leah J.

Presidents’ Day ( which was originally known as George Washington’s or Abraham Lincoln’s
birthday ) is a holiday celebrated
on the third Monday of February,
which celebrates all the presidents and people who worked
in the presidential area in The
United States. Even though it
honors all people who worked
in the presidential area, Presidents’ Day mostly celebrates
and honors George Washington, who led the Continental
Army to victory in the American
Revolutionary War, presided at
the Constitutional Convention

president of the United States.
George Washington’s Birthday
“I just love running, and run- was celebrated on February 22
ning!” -Meadow M., 4th Grade from 1879 until 1971, which was
when the Uniform Monday Act
“I love the day of the Jogath- moved it to the third Monday in
on itself, seeing kids stretch, February, which can occur beand having fun, and that’s kind tween February 15th and Februof the reward for all the plan- ary 21st. Eventually, this day bening hours, and calls you take to came known as Presidents’ day,
make the event happen.” -Emily which is the Presidents’ Day we
H., co-chair of the Jogathon
know and celebrate today.
If you want even more informa- A Kindness Reminder
tion about the Jogathon, visit its by Colton D.
website:
www.jogathonmck.com
On the website, you can donate,
watch a video, and more!
We can’t wait for the Jogathon!

You should be kind to people,
not just for getting a MAC-slip.
Be kind all the time to everyone.
Interested in joining The McKinley
Times? E-mail Ms. Ross at
mross@smmusd.org!
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back felt really good because I
was back in the classroom and
I was with the kids. I really love
teaching so even though I miss
Diego at home, I loved being
back at the classroom.

Meet a McKinley Lion:
Ms. Medina

P: What do you love most about
your class this year?
MM: I love how they enjoy coming to school. You can tell that
every day they are happy to be
in class.

P: What do you miss most about
your baby when you are at
by Peyton V.
school?
Ms. Medina is a First Grade MM: I miss seeing him smile.
teacher here at McKinley Ele- He’s smiling a lot, so I miss that
mentary. She just came back to for sure.
school after being on maternity
leave.
Book Review:
Peyton: When was your baby Wings Of Fire
born?
by Lucie D.
Ms. Medina: September 9, 2021
I am recommending Wings of
P: Is your baby a boy or a girl? Fire. It is written by Erin Hunter. It
What is your baby’s name?
talks about dragons from differMM: He’s a boy. His name is Di- ent tribes. It is a fantasy book seego.
ries. There are fourteen books in
the main series and each book is
P: What was your favorite part about a different dragon. There
about being on maternity leave?
MM
legends and four winglets. Soon
to spend time with Diego. We there will even be a TV show on
could wake up at any time we
wanted and go to the park. Just
spending time with him.
There are two continents, Pyrrhia
P: How was it coming back to and Pantala. On Pyrrhia, there
school after winter break?
are seven tribes called MudMM: It was crazy! Not just for Wings, SandWings, RainWings,
me. I think for the whole school SkyWings, IceWings, SeaWings,

mid-winter mini edition

and NightWings. On Pantala,
there are only three, HiveWings,
SilkWings, and LeafWings. Each
island continent also has scavengers, A.K.A us, humans. Each
tribe has a queen too.
These books are about kindness, friendship and bravery.
The dragons go through a lot
of adventures and battles. They
any problems get in the way of
the goals they have to achieve.
I LOVED the books and if I had
to rate them, I would give the
like adventures and fantasy,
you!

Sports Sign-Ups
by Roxie L.

You might or might not know
that Mckinley Elementary has a
basketball team after school run
by the Boys and Girls Club. The
on wednesday, February 9th. We
up, so if you are interested it is
Ask your parent(s) or guardian(s)
for permission to sign up. Also,
after school, if you are interested, you could talk to my coach
about signing up and what you
have to do, ask any questions
about the team, etc. This is totally optional and just for fun!
GOOOOOOOOOOO LIONS!

