The McKinley Weekly Mini-Messenger
For Schoolwide Info and Updates Each Week

Date: 1/24/22
Important Announcements and Reminders
Assessment Letters
This past week the District’s Ed Services Department mailed home letters containing students’ Fastbridge
and Interim Assessment Block (IAB) Scores. The purpose of these letters was to provide parents with
information about their child’s progress. There will be a Fall Assessment Report (the letter you received),
a Winter Assessment Report (assessments currently in progress), a report of the Spring Diagnostics, as
well as the traditional Summative state test CAASPP scores and English Learner ELPAC scores.
We want to inform parents that the data in the letter received this week is from approximately 5
months ago, from the beginning-of-the-year fall assessments in August/September. This data would have
been addressed at the parent/teacher conferences back in November, and students have likely progressed
since that time. This month students are being assessed again to monitor their progress in winter, and
that data will be reflected in their report cards, which will go home on 2/25.
Both the Fastbridge and IAB assessments are not formative or summative assessments; they are intended
to be used throughout the year as progress monitoring tools to guide teachers’ instruction and to help
teachers differentiate instruction to meet students’ needs.
• The Fastbridge is a “universal screener” diagnostic assessment of grade-level foundational reading and
math skills. The Fastbridge aReading and aMath are “adaptive,” changing levels during the
assessment based on how students answer each question. A key purpose of the Fastbridge diagnostic
assessment is to identify how students are responding to instruction and which students may benefit
from intervention.
• The IABs are a standardized assessment that assesses specific standards, and different standards are
assessed throughout the year. Sometimes the IAB assesses standards not yet taught and is a pre-test to
guide instruction. A key purpose of the IABs in 3rd-5th is to expose students to the format and software
of the state test (the CAASPP).
These two assessments are part of a collection of formal and informal data that teachers analyze over the
course of the year to determine students' strengths and needs to have a comprehensive picture of a
students' learning.
Students’ strengths, needs, and strategies for academic growth, will be shared in the upcoming report
cards.
PCR Test Results
The PCR test results continue to be delayed. The processing time is taking longer than normal due to the
high volume of tests at this time. District leadership and Malibu Medical Group are exploring options such
as switching labs.
As we are notified of results, the Nurse will call and email the parents of students who test positive, and
the Principal will email classes who are exposed. Families should also get an email from the company with
their child’s results once the processing of all students/staff is complete.
LACDPH Protocols
SMMUSD follows LACDPH guidelines regarding isolations and quarantines. It is anticipated that
more updates are to come. The quarantine protocols as they are at this moment continue to be:
• Positive students must isolate at home for 5 days (returning to school on day 6 with a laboratoryverified negative test on day 5 or 6 and no symptoms), or 10 days (with no test, positive test, or
symptoms). Requires Nurse Clearance to return.
• Exposed students who are vaccinated and have no symptoms may come to school.

•

Exposed students who had a laboratory-confirmed COVID case in the last 90 days (report provided to
aortiz@smmusd.org), and have no symptoms, may come to school.
• Exposed students who are unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated at time of exposure, and do not have a
report to show prior COVID, must stay home and quarantine for 5 days (returning to school on day 6
with negative test on day 5 or 6- home antigen test acceptable for exposed cases- and no symptoms), or
10 days (with no test).
If your child ever has symptoms or a positive test please email the nurse kfurano@smmusd.org for
isolation/quarantine instructions.
Attendance and Grades
Student absences for COVID isolation/quarantine are excused. The total number of absences for the year
will show on students’ report cards for parents’ reference. However, absences do not lower a child’s
grades; grades are based on students’ understanding of a standard/skill.
Need a COVID Test?
McKinley provided one box with two tests per student.
Antigen and PCR tests at JAMS Hub M-F 8:30-1:30pm.
Households can order four free Antigen Tests to be mailed to their home- https://www.covidtests.gov/
Antigen Tests are free with insurance at local pharmacies.
There is a new "Pick-Up Testing Kit" Program https://covid19.lacounty.gov/la-county-pick-up-testingkit-program/
• LA County has a "Home Test Collection" Program https://covid19.lacounty.gov/testing/home-testcollection-program/
Lunch Meals
Due to the pandemic, there is a global food supply shortage and shipping chain issues. This impacts
SMMUSD schools in that sometimes the provided meals may not match all the options listed on the
SMMUSD menu. However, meals will always include all components- dairy, protein, grain, and
fruit/vegetables. Also a vegetarian option is always available. Lunches continue to be free for all students.
•
•
•
•
•

This Week
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Date
1/24
1/25
1/26
1/27
1/28

Time

Event

4:00pm
8:45am

TK/K Roundup
PTA Meeting

Next Week
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Date
1/31
2/1
2/2
2/3
2/4

Time

Event

Room Parent Meeting

Upcoming Dates and Events
2/21 No School
2/25 PTA Meeting
2/25 Report Cards Go Home
3/4 Jog-a-thon

Flyers Attached
K Roundup

June 20 - July 22, 2022
Online Registration begins February 28
Get ready for Kindergarten!

Roosevelt Elementary School
$650
For students entering K-5
8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Scholarships available for qualifying students.
Childcare available before and after for additional fee.

www.summer-adventure.org
Sponsored by

Parking Lot Safety Reminders
A reminder that all our previous parking lot policies remain in place. The purpose of these policies is
to help ensure students entering and exiting campus are safe. Thank you for supporting vehicular
safety during drop-off and pick-up.
•

•

•

Parking in the lot is for staff only.
o Parents who want to park and walk their child to school must park in the neighborhood.
o We have 100 staff members and all spots are reserved.
o Cars parking and reversing in the lot during drop-off/pick-up is dangerous for those
students entering/exiting vehicles in the drive-through, and holds up traffic.
o Cars without a staff permit that are parked in the lot, or cars that are left unattended, will be
ticketed and/or towed.
o For evening events after school parents may park in the lot. For special events, parking may
be available on the big yard, or parking restrictions in the surrounding neighborhood may
be lifted.
McKinley offers a drive-through drop-off and pick-up for families who do not walk to school or
prefer not to park in the neighborhood.
o At morning drop-off between 8:15-8:30am, cars may drive-through the parking lot and
students may exit the vehicle to enter the school at the Courtyard Gate. TK/K will enter the
school at the TK/K Parking Lot gate.
o After school cars may wait in the drive-through lane in the parking lot. Students will wait at
the Courtyard Gate for their vehicle to pull up, and staff will escort them to their car. There
is not a drive-through pick-up option for TK/K at this time.
o Parents using the drive-through system must pull all the way up to the Courtyard Gate or
the TK/K Parking Lot Gate. The Parking Lot (CREST) Gate is not a car drop-off or pickup location; this gate is for students walking. Stopping at the Parking Lot Gate blocks cars
reducing the efficiency of the drive-through, and is also a safety hazard for walking
students.
o Parents using the drive-through system must stay in their cars. Students will enter/exit the
vehicle on their own. This supports the efficiency of the drive-through lane, and reduces
risks associated with unattended vehicles.
o The drive-through lane is one way only. Enter through the “enter only” and exit through the
“exit only.” Please drive slowly and carefully.
Students walking to school should not walk between cars. Walkers should utilize the designated
crosswalk, walking paths around the perimeter of the lot, and sidewalks.
o Students walking to school may use any gate that is closest to them. 1st-5th walking to
school may enter via the Arizona Garden, Arizona, or Parking Lot Gates. TK/K walking to
school may enter via the Chelsea Ave Gate.
o Car drive-through drop off gates are the TK/K Parking Lot Gate and the Courtyard Gate.
o Please walk bikes, scooters, skateboards when in the parking lot and on campus.

Staff will be in the parking lot to provide reminders of these policies. Thank you for your
understanding and support.

