The McKinley Weekly Mini-Messenger
For Schoolwide Info and Updates Each Week

Date: 1/10/22
Important Announcements and Reminders
Antigen Test Kits went home in backpacks of those on campus Friday, and are available for pickup
Monday 1-4pm at the courtyard gate.
Video Directions- https://www.youtube.com/watch? app=desktop&v=qBt_H4Gc-rU
Picture Step-by-Step Directions are attached.
In case you missed it, attached is the FAQ with COVID information as of 1/7/22.
A reminder to check and read your email regularly. In the case of a quarantine, information will be sent
via email.
TK/K Roundup will now be virtual.
Have a neighbor or friend with a future McKinley Lion? Families with TK/K students enrolling in the
2022-23 school year are invited to the TK/K Roundup on January 27th at 4:00pm on Zoom. There will be
an information presentation to learn about the school and a tour of the campus.

This Week
Day
Monday
Tuesday

Date
1/10
1/11

Wednesday

1/12

Thursday
Friday

1/13
1/14

Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Date
1/17
1/18
1/19
1/20
1/21

Time
1-4pm

Event
Antigen Test Pickup Day 2- Courtyard Gate
Those who missed the PCR test on Week 1 may come to campus to
test if No Symptoms
Those in Quarantine from 1/6 Exposure may Return if Bring Photo
of Negative Antigen Test (with name and test date on it) and No
Symptoms

8:45am

AASG Spring Meeting- https://smmk12.zoom.us/j/82199192409

Next Week
Time
3:15pm

8:45am

Event
No School- MLK Day
Site Governance

Special Ed Resource Group Meeting

Upcoming Dates and Events
1/27 TK/K Roundup
1/28 PTA Meeting

Flyers Attached
Antigen Test Directions
FAQ
TK/K Round Up
Jog-a-thon
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AT-HOME TESTING
INSTRUCTIONS

TEST ANYTIME YOU HAVE COVID-19 SYMPTOMS LINK
TO INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO AT END OF PAGE 2

1

SWAB

2

TAP & TWIST TUBE

3

STIR SWAB

Gently insert the swab into nose and
circle the swab, touching all sides of the
nostril 5 times each side, for 15 seconds
each side.

Tap the tube vertically on the table and
twist open the large orange cap.

Insert the swab into the tube until
touching test tube bottom with the
swab tip. Stir at least 15 times.

4

SQUEEZE TUBE & REMOVE SWAB

5

CAP THE TUBE

6

7

Squeeze the sides of the tube to remove
as much liquid as possible from the
swab. Remove the swab.

Screw back the large orange cap. Put
the swab back into the package and
throw the swab away.

TWIST OPEN WHITE CAP
Twist open the small white tube cap.

ADD 3 DROPS TO THE TEST CARD
Add 3 drops of sample to the Sample
Port of the COVID-19 Test Card. Recap
the tube with the small white cap.
1

8

WAIT FOR 15 MINUTES

9

READ RESULTS WITHIN 15-30 MINUTES

10

11

12

13

14

Start a 15-minute timer immediately
after adding sample to the Sample Port.
The result will be ready in 15 minutes.

Results should not be read before 15
minutes or after 30 minutes.

POSITIVE

A positive means you have a COVID-19
infection. A positive will have a line in the
'C' section AND the 'T' section. If your test is
positive, STAY HOME from school. Contact
your doctor/healthcare provider and school
right away.
NEGATIVE

A negative means you are unlikely to have
a COVID-19 infection. A negative result will
only have a line in the 'C' section.
UNCLEAR
If there is NO LINE, or if there is ONLY a line
in the 'T' section, the test is INVALID - the
test did not function correctly. Retest with a
new test kit. If upon retesting, the test result
is still invalid, contact your doctor or
healthcare provider.

SHARE YOUR RESULTS ON PRIMARY.HEALTH
To report your test results log into the
Primary.Health website through the link
your school has provided, through the link
below, or by scanning the QR code on the
right. You may also call 650-275-5419.
https://my.primary.health/l/caschools

WATCH THE iHEALTH VIDEO
Scan the QR code on the right or click the
link to watch video instructions on how to
run the iHealth test on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
app=desktop&v=qBt_H4Gc-rU
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Masking Updates for Students
Masking now required for all outdoor activities where physical distancing is not feasible, except while eating or
drinking.
It is strongly recommended but not required that students wear upgraded masks which at a minimum are well-fitting,
non-cloth mask of multiple layers of non-woven material with a nose wire. Nothing in this protocol requires that the
school provide upgraded masks to its general student population and parental preference should be respected as to the
level of PPE the student wears. However, universal masking with some appropriate type of face covering is still
currently required for both indoor and outdoor settings on the school campus and on school buses.

Know which Masks Provide the Best Protection Against COVID-19
Good
•

Fabric mask with three or
more cloth layers

Better
•
•

Double mask (surgical mask +
cloth mask)
Fitted medical mask (surgical
mask)

Best
•
•
•

N95
KN95
KF94

(N95/KN95s are not recommended
for small children because they
cannot achieve a proper fit)

TYPES OF MASKS
Cloth masks
Cloth masks work well if they are tight fitting and made of materials that filter out small particles. For extra protection,
wear a cloth mask OVER a surgical mask (see Double masking).
• Good cloth masks have:
o Two layers of tightly woven cotton with a third layer of non-woven fabric. The third layer could be a mask
filter insert or a synthetic fabric such as polypropylene.
Nose wires to reduce gaps from the nose.
o Adjustable ear loops or straps that go around the head to reduce gaps from the face.
Cloth masks without these features should not be used in higher risk situations if other options are available.
Examples of less effective face coverings are two-layer cotton masks, bandanas, and gaiters.
o

•
•

Cloth masks are washable and re-usable. Be sure to read the mask’s care instructions. Some cloth masks become
less effective if machine washed or dried.

Surgical masks
Also called medical procedure, dental masks, or disposable masks. Some surgical masks that are intended for medical use
are regulated by the FDA.
• Look for a mask that has multiple layers of non-woven material and a nose wire.
• The fit of surgical masks can be improved with a simple adjustment (knotting and tucking) or
by using a mask brace.
• The fit AND filtration of surgical masks can be improved by wearing it UNDER a cloth mask
(see Double masking).
• Be aware that there are surgical-style masks that may look the same as true medical procedure or surgical masks
but may not work as well.
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health

publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/
Masks Updates for Students 1/03/22
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COVID-19 Masks
Tip: One sign that a mask if not a real surgical mask is if you put a drop of water on the front of the mask
and it soaks into the mask instead of forming beads on the surface.
Throw the mask away if it is wet/or dirty or after a day of use, whichever comes first.
o

•

Do not use masks that:
• Are made of loosely woven fabrics.
• Are made of a fabric that is hard to breathe through such as vinyl, leather, or plastic.
• Have valves, vents, or holes.
o Exception: The CDC states that a NIOSH-certified N95 respirator with exhalation valve can be used.
Bandanas and scarves are not recommended (unless you wear a mask underneath).
See CDC Types of Masks for more information.
TIPS! It is recommended to have more than one mask readily available so that a dirty or wet mask can be easily replaced
with a clean one. When you are out, carry a spare mask and hand sanitizer. If your mask gets damp or wet, replace it with
a clean dry one.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health

publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/
Masks Revised 12/22/21
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COVID Information FAQ
Updates as of January 7th, 2022
McKinley Elementary
* This is the information as of 1/7/22. McKinley and SMMUSD follow LACDPH requirements.
As updates/additions occur you will be informed.
Are schoolwide events being postponed?
The January events are being postponed due to the higher number of cases at this time:
Campus Beautification Day
Multicultural Celebration Day
Are after school programs cancelled?
No, CREST and childcare are continuing.
Boys and Girls Club aftercare and sports were postponed and are starting Monday the 10th.
CREST, CDS SAP, and Boys and Girls Club programs are separate from McKinley. Please read
their email communications for updates.
Will school close and return to Distance Learning?
LACOE and LACDPH and SMMUSD wants schools to remain open and will do everything
possible to make that happen.
LACDPH would make a determination if a school closure was required.
If a decision was made to close schools, McKinley is prepared and experienced with Distance
Learning, and parents would be informed of the instructional plan.
Why was there a “schoolwide” exposure? Why did communications change over the course of
the evening?
• PCR test results came in slowly over the course of the evening on 1/6/22. At about
7:00pm we knew of 7 positive cases, and 4 class quarantines. About 45% of the results
were in at that time. The nurse called the parents of the positive cases and emailed them
isolation information, and the principal emailed classrooms the quarantine letter and
details about the instructional plan, and the principal emailed the school community an
update.
• Then around 8:00pm more results came in that indicated schoolwide exposure with still
approximately 40% of test results to go. Due to the high volume of positive cases, it
cannot be excluded that every person on campus had not been exposed. Therefore, we
considered the entire campus exposed.
• Given the large number of students in quarantine, the principal quickly collaborated with
district leadership to arrange for antigen testing to lessen the quarantine length from 10
days to 5 days. We want students to miss as little school as possible, and with the large
number of students in quarantine, antigen testing would help students get back to school
faster while also supporting a safe school by identifying who is sick and needs to stay
home.
• By 8:22pm the principal communicated the schoolwide exposure and antigen information
to families and staff via email, text, and phone. Organization and communication was
done rapidly in order to reach parents and staff before it was very late in the evening.

When will the rest of the PCR test results from Tuesday come in?
We still have about 40% of tests left to be processed. Due a higher volume of tests at this time,
the lab’s processing time is taking longer than the previously typical 24 hours. It is anticipated
results will continue to come in today and over the course of the weekend. The nurse or
principal will call and email parents of positive cases.
Why do vaccinated students get to come to school, while unvaccinated have to quarantine? Who
has to isolate or quarantine?
Who has to isolate or quarantine is determined by the LACDPH.
It is not a district or site decision.
The school is required to follow the quarantine rules.
They can be viewed at English / Spanish.
• Positive cases- Isolate
• Symptomatic cases- Isolate
• Exposed to a Positive Case- Fully Vaccinated, no symptoms- do NOT have to quarantine
(remain in school)
• Exposed to a Positive Case- Unvaccinated, no symptoms- Quarantine
• Exposed to a Positive case in the same household (sibling, parent, family member)Unvaccinated, no symptoms- Quarantine
• Exposed to a Positive case in the same household (sibling, parent, family member)- Fully
Vaccinated, no symptoms- Quarantine not required, but strongly quarantine recommended
due to continuous exposure.
• Exposed to a Positive Case, tested positive in last 90 days, and unvaccinated - Quarantine
How will I find out if my child tests positive at the school’s weekly testing? Hhow will I know if
my child is exposed and in quarantine?
The nurse will call and email parents of children who tested positive with isolation information.
The principal will email parents of students in classes that are quarantined with quarantine and
instructional plan information.
The principal will send a community-wide email for any general schoolwide updates.
My child tested positive for COVID so they will continue to show up as positive on the weekly
PCR testing. Do they have to keep testing? Will they have to quarantine?
This is the information as we know it as of 1-7-22 but LACDPH has informed up there may be
updates, so please be aware that this information may change:
The health office staff and admin are aware of who has previously tested positive. We expect
those who previously tested positive to continue to test positive on the weekly PCR testing for a
period of time. Health office and admin will simply be aware that the test will be positive, and
the student will not have to quarantine. However, if the student starts to test negative, and then
tests positive, the student is considered positive and will have to isolate because that student is
considered re-infected. All students will still continue to participate in the weekly testing (unless
they have a previously approved exemption).
My child previously tested positive for covid but is unvaccinated. Are they considered
vaccinated?

No. A student who is not 2 weeks since the second dose is not considered fully vaccinated, even
if they previously had COVID.
If exposed to a positive case, a previously positive unvaccinated student must quarantine.
Again, this is not a site or district decision; we follow the LACDPH requirement on this, that is
explained in the K-12 Reopening Protocols Appendix 2: “The following close contacts are
required to quarantine: persons who are not fully vaccinated- includes persons previously
infected with SARS-CoV-2, including within the last 90 days.
We have a multiple children in the household. One of the family members has COVID, can the
siblings come to school?
• If a child is exposed to a positive case in the same household (sibling, parent, family
member)- Fully Vaccinated, no symptoms- quarantine not required but strongly
recommended due to continuous exposure.
• If a child is exposed to a positive case in the same household (sibling, parent, family
member)- Unvaccinated, no symptoms- Quarantine
We have multiple children in the household. One of the children is in quarantine because they
were exposed to a positive case. Does the sibling have to quarantine too?
No. Only the unvaccinated child exposed to the index case needs to quarantine. You will be
informed when your child's class needs to quarantine.
What is the timeline for a 10 day and shortened 5 day quarantine?
Day 0- Date of collection of positive test, symptom start date, date of last exposure
Day 1
Day 5- Antigen test on day 5 or 6
Day 6- Antigen test on day 5 or 6- May return if no symptoms and a negative antigen test
Day 10
Day 11- Those who choose not to take the test will need to complete the full 10 day quarantine,
and if no symptoms may return on Day 11.
How is Day 0 determined?
Day 0 is one of the following:
• Date of collection of positive test (for those who test positive)
• The symptom onset start date (for those who have symptoms)
• The date of last exposure to the positive case (the school will provide the exposure date,
or the school will inform parents of the date range of exposure and parent figures out the
last most recent date of exposure as day 0)
When in doubt, just email the health office and we will help you determine the date.
My child wasn’t on campus all this week, are they considered exposed?
No. They were not on campus, so were not around the index case(s). They may come to school,
whether or not they are vaxinated.
Why am I not getting immediate replies to emails from the health office?

The health office is inundated with emails and calls. Our nurse coordinates three school sites.
Priority responses go to positive and symptomatic cases. Thank you for your patience and
understanding as we get to emails as soon as possible.
Is my child fully vaccinated?
To determine if your child is fully vaccinated, it is 2 weeks after the 2nd shot.
You can determine if your child can come to school in the case of exposure, by calculating two
weeks ago from today’s date.
For example, starting this Monday (1/10), your child will be considered fully vaccinated if they
received their second shot on or by December 27th.
Antigen Testing- Pick-up Directions
• If your child is at school today (1/7) a test is going home in their backpack today.
• If child is not at school today, you may pick-up a test at the courtyard gate between 14pm today or Monday.
• Parents will sign-out their test. Parents will receive 1 test box per child (which contains 2
tests). If a parent is unable to come, they may send a friend or family member to pick up
the test.
• Do not come to campus if you are positive, and do not bring sick or positive children with
you.
Antigen Testing- Testing Process
• LACOE provides 1 box of 2 tests per student. At this time, we do not have extra. So
please store your test securely.
• The tests are for students only (not other family members, friends etc.).
• Tests should only be used in the case of a positive test, symptoms, or exposure (not for
random checking)
• Carefully read the directions in the box
• On the test write the child’s first and last name and date and time the test was taken
• Give test on Day 5 or morning of Day 6 of quarantine
• Take a photo of the results. The results will only display on the test for 15 minutes.
• Anyone who has symptoms, or test positive on the antigen test, should stay home and
contact the health office immediately for further instructions.
Antigen Testing- Proof of Negative Test
• On the test, write the child’s first and last name and the date and time the test was taken.
• The results will only display on the test for 15 minutes. Take a photo of the results.
• Students with a negative antigen test and no symptoms may return on day 6. Bring a
photo of the results to show at the gate.
• Photos of tests without the child’s name and date/time written on them will not be
accepted. This is to help us make sure it is not a photo of an old test, or someone else’s
test.
• The photo may be printed or displayed on one’s phone as long as it is clearly legible.
• Bring the photo to the gate to be cleared for entrance.
• Do not email photos of the antigen tests to the health office. Photos will only be approved
at the gate.

Antigen tests are not as reliable as PCR, are we still doing weekly PCR testing?
Yes, in addition to antigen tests for exposed children, we are continuing our weekly PCR testing
on Tuesdays.
Are other schools doing Antigen tests and shortened 5 day quarantines?
At this time, other schools are in the process of working out logistics and may still be on 10 day
quarantines, with the goal of moving to 5 days. McKinley was in a unique situation due to the
schoolwide exposure and quarantine of classes, that prompted a quick planning and
implementation.
Will the Antigen testing process change over time?
As this process is new to us, we will learn together as we implement it, and will make
adjustments as needed.
Due to our unique situation, we sent home tests in order to provide families an opportunity to
monitor their child’s health, and to be able to implement a shortened quarantine. We want
students to miss as little school as possible, and with the large number of students in quarantine,
antigen testing would help students get back to school faster while also supporting a safe school
by identifying who is sick and needs to stay home.
In the future, we may move to a testing-hub on campus, if staffing and resources permit. In the
meantime, please save the second test in the box for when needed in the future. Updates will
continue to shared with families as they become available.
What are some of the safety measures in place to keep students safe and reduce spread?
• Universal Masking indoors and outdoors
• Maintaining stable groups by class
• Higher grade masks required for staff; recommended for students
• Social distancing of 3+ feet while eating unmasked (lunchtime split with one grade in the
cafeteria and one grade outside the cafeteria to maximize space)
• We will be minimizing potential exposure from roving staff because if the staff tested
positive they could expose multiple classrooms. Some enrichment (art/theater/STEM)
will be on zoom or digital lessons projected in the classroom. Some enrichment (PE/4th5th music) will be outside and staff will maintain 6+ feet distance. Staff for indoor
enrichment (TK-2 Music, library) will maintain 6+ feet distance.
• Staff are encouraged to get Booster shots. Per LACDPH requirement, those not boosted
would have to remain home if exposed to a positive case.
• We will continue to have weekly PCR surveillance testing
• We need parents help- do not send your child if they have symptoms!
What is the instructional plan for students at school and at home in quarantine?
• Kids at school- same as normal
• Kids in quarantine/isolation at home- first day (day 1) the teacher prepares assignments
and materials. On this day students can read and use the apps in Clever. By the
afternoon of Day 1 the teacher will email assignments or give info about packet pick up.
Depending on the situation and the number of students at-home and at-school, the teacher
may be able to implement some Zoom instruction; however this is not guaranteed and

•

will be on a case-by-case basis. Students at-home doing ISP will be assigned a
"Quarantine Teacher" who will serve as a resource and support during the school day to
assist students with assignments, help navigate and troubleshoot technology, and provide
social-emotional support on Zoom as needed. Currently this is a district teacher assigned
the role, and we are exploring utilizing some of our own staff as well.
When picking up materials on campus, do not come if you are positive, and do not bring
sick children with you.

I am concerned about exposure and want to keep my child home and see how things go, what are
my options?
Those on quarantine or are on isolation are on “short term ISP.”
Students have up to 20 days of Independent Study a year. Typically this is used for family
emergencies, out of country travel for visa, travel for bereavement etc. However, we will make
an exception, and families may email noellesandoval@smmusd.org if interested in signing up for
ISP and getting a work packet.
Families also have the option of enrolling in the Independent Study Program, which is virtual
distance learning. This was offered at the start of the school year. Students in ISP unenroll from
McKinley, and enroll in the ISP program for the semester (or a long period of time). Go to the
SMMUSD website for more information.
My child has not come back to school yet. A PCR test was required Tuesday when we returned,
is it still required?
Yes. Parents were informed of this requirement since November. All students must have a
negative PCR before being able to return to school from break. We test again next Tuesday, so if
your child missed last week’s on-campus they could come next Tuesday between 8:30-12:00 just
to test.
Families can also get a PCR test off campus.
Antigen tests are not being accepted for school reentry at this time.
My child is out in quarantine, do I still need to report attendance?
Yes. The school is managing a lot of student information, so it is helpful to have parents still
report the reason for their child’s absence like normal.
Absence line - 310-828-5011 ext 65121
Email: McKinley-absence@smmusd.org
What is the SMMUSD COVID Dashboard?
In order to communicate COVID data, the district is implementing a
new COVID Dashboard. The Dashboard is expected to be updated each Sunday with the total
number of positive cases at each school site each week. The cases reflected on the Dashboard
are not necessarily school transmissions, and may have been transmitted off-campus like the
cases that occurred during Winter Break. It will also show a total of both student and staff
positives.
There is also an LA County K-12 Dashboard that shows the number of positive cases and testing
rates at school districts across the county. Their website also shows the countywide district
vaccine rates.

Where can I get my child vaccinated?
There is a free vaccine clinic at McKinley tomorrow. The registration link on website at the top.
You can also make an appointment at https://myturn.ca.gov/

McKinley Elementary School

TK/K
Roundup
Thursday, January 27th, 2021
4:00pm-5:30pm
ZOOM

Incoming parents for the 2022-23 are invited
to join us for a Zoom information session with
the principal and virtual tour of the campus!

https://smmk12.zoom.us/j/82214308044

JOIN THE JOG-A-THON COMMITTEE!!
FIRST MEETING:
FRIDAY JANUARY 14, 2022
12 NOON VIA ZOOM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89249920169?pwd=bGI1bzlITTMvUDU5ZjBtWWtJTXVVQT09
Meeting ID: 892 4992 0169
Passcode: 972498
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kB0F3UZxt
You can contact us at: jogathonmck@gmail.com

We’ll need assistance with:
Marketing and Communications
Fundraising and Sponsorships
Graphic Design
T shirts and Prizes
Tech Support
Day of support
And more!

JOG-A-THON IS FRIDAY MARCH 4, 2022

Calling all artists
Want to design
this year’s
Jog-a-Thon
t-shirt?
Pick up your pens, pencils
and paintbrushes, and submit
your design for this year’s
official Jog-a-Thon t-shirt.

Rules
Design must be one color
Design will appear on the
front of the shirt only
No violent or inappropriate
images or language
Submit your artwork to the
Wednesday, January 12,
2022
Questions? Email:
jogathonmck@gmail.com

