
         

        

    
 

       
 

         
 

   
 

                      
        

    
 

         
    

 
                   

                
 

              
         

          
      

   
 

                    
               
         
   

 
                   

                     
           

       
 

                
 

 
 

 
      

 
 

      
 
 

 
        

 
 

            
 

           
 

       
 

  

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT Dr. Ashley Benjamin, Principal 

McKinley Elementary School Ms. Sofia Cedillo, Assistant Principal 

A California Distinguished School 

Email blasted to parents at 2:34pm on Sunday 5/31/20 

Dear McKinley families, 

We know that the death of George Floyd, and subsequent protests and city curfew, may be very scary and confusing to our
students. This is a lot for students to process on top of the stress and anxiety that students may already be feeling due to the 
coronavirus and school closure. 

In order to support our students, on Monday or Tuesday teachers will be coming together with their class during a Zoom
Community Meeting to check-in, listen, and provide emotional support. 

As the older 4th-5th grade age group may be more likely to bring up specific topics such as racism and/or protests, our School
Counselor and School Psychologist will be attending those meetings to help facilitate discussions as needed. 

During Community Meetings teachers guide student-led discussions, and listen to students as they share their feelings in a safe
and supportive classroom community. Teachers will also provide reassurance, and let students know that they are safe.  If 
specific questions are asked, teachers will provide factual information to students in an age-appropriate manner. Teachers will 
also be sure to balance the discussion with recognition of the positives, such as the community helpers, and positive things
going on in the world. 

Teachers will also be keeping an eye out for students who may need more individual support. Our School Psychologist and 
Counselor are available to provide individual intervention and counseling to students. If you or your child would like 
additional support please contact our Counselor Carla Nunez carlanunez@smmusd.org or School Psychologist Kristen 
L’Heureux klheureux@smmusd.org 

While 2020 has been a difficult year, the students know that they can count on their McKinley family to be there for them as an 
understanding, calming, and reassuring force. We will do our best to maintain a sense of as much normalcy and routine as we
can during distance learning these last 8 days of school, and look forward to our virtual end of year celebrations with students.
If you or your child need anything, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us. 

Below are some links to resources that may be helpful when discussing these important topics at home. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-violence-crime-and-war
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/explaining-the-news-to-our-kids 

Strategies for preparing for a discussion and helpful links:
https://dcps.dc.gov/sites/default/files/u65602/Preparing%20to%20Discuss%20Race%20and%20Police%20Violence%20in%20
the%20Classroom.pdf 

Resources for teaching about race, racism, and police violence
https://www.tolerance.org/moment/racism-and-police-violence
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-2016/dont-say-nothing 

A list of children’s books that talk about the history of protesting which could help to guide discussion:
http://www.westories.org/blogposts/2016/9/22/talking-to-kids-about-protesting-5-things-i-want-my-kids-to-know
https://kirkwoodpubliclibrary.org/blog/2017/09/18/childrens-books-about-protests/
If you search “read aloud” and the book title on Youtube you can find recorded readings of the books. 

Additional resources will be posted on our website as we gather them. 

Take care, stay safe, and be well. 

Dr. Benjamin 
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