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E v e r y  y e a r ,  S a m o 
Administration disenrolls at 
least eight students due to false 
addresses. 

Many Samo students enroll 
using false addresses located 
in Santa Monica, which allows 
them to a�end school in the Santa 
Monica-Malibu Unified School 
District (SMMUSD) without a 
permit. Usually, Administration 
verifies addresses if 
students exhibit  serious 
disciplinary problems, 
a lack of a�endance, or  
severe grade issues. If 
this is the case, a security 
officers visits the  listed 
address at about 5:30 
a.m. to make sure the 
student actually lives 
there.  

On estimate, about 90% 
of these address checks find 
that students do not live in the 
address they specified during 
registration. 

“Please understand that we 
do not seek out students with 
fake addresses,” clarified H-
House Principal Ruth Esseln. “If a 
student is in class, academically on 
track to graduate, and not doing 

egregious things on campus, then 
we will not check.” 

Usually Administration 
works off of leads from staff who 
know of the students’ falsified 
residence.  Administrat ion 
has received phone calls from 
community members, as well. 
Sometimes multiple students list 
the same fake address; however, 
Administration is currently 
unable to search data  by address 
to identify such discrepancies.

One anonymous student 
claimed that he/she 
provided a  fa lse 
address because Samo 
“offered academic and 
music programs” that 
the home school “didn’t 
offer.” Administration 
admits that sending 
students back to the 
schools in their district 
may deprive them of 

certain opportunities; while this 
is “always a concern” according 
to Esseln, she feels that “if Samo 
isn’t good for them, then le�ing 
them stay is not ethical.”

According to the district’s 
Pupil Services department, 
administration is fully within 
their rights to visit students’ 
homes when they are suspected 
of having fake addresses. 

By Carl  Nunziato and Matt Weber
Staff Writers

•Six party talks with North Korea resumed, but are being stifled by a long list of North Korean 
demands including the li�ing of all sanctions (cnn.com).

•President Bush signed a law moving the United States closer to selling nuclear reactors and fuel to India (ABC).

•After almost 20 million years of existence, the Chinese River Dolphin, is thought to be functionally extinct, a�er a six 
week search of the Yangze River ended without a single sighting.  Fossil records indicate the dolphin migrated from the Pacific 

Ocean more than 20 million years ago (MSNBC).

•Suspension of seven NBA players, including Carmelo Anthony, resulted a�er a brawl between the New York Knicks and the Denver 
Nuggets on Nov. 16 (espn.com).

•Monday, Dec. 18, Robert Gates was sworn in as Secretary of Defense, replacing Donald Rumsfeld who resigned on Nov. 8 (CSPAN).

By Nick Barlow, E.A.L.
 and Sam Cotten, Staff Writer  

Human urine was discovered 
in a puddle in front of Business 
Building classrooms B207 and 
B208 on Dec. 11

According to Samo English 
and German teacher Berkeley 
Blatz, similar puddles have 
appeared” since last spring,” 
and have been “increasing [in 
frequency] in recent months.”

“I have communicated the 
problem with every administrative 
level,” Blatz stated. “But nothing 
has been done as of yet.”

Although Samo’s custodial 
team continues to clean up the 
urine, students who arrive to class 
in the morning sometimes track it 
into the classrooms before it can 
be mopped up. “[The puddle] 
has been so frequent,” said senior 
Chris Andrews, “it is hard to avoid 
it every morning.”

Andrews  explained 
that Blatz’s German 
class applauded 
d a y  
custodian 
A l e x 

Urine Discovered on Teacher’s Door

Student Steals Off-
Campus Passes
By Analee Abbott
Managing Editor and
Jacquelyn Hoffman
Staff Writer

A Samo student stole off-
campus passes on Dec. 8 and 
sold them to other students for 
$5 each. 

The vendor was caught 
and suspended. Those with the 
stolen stickers on their ID cards 
received  three days of In-School 
Suspension (ISS).  

The stickers were stolen from 
the desk of Tomita Glover, the 
O-House Senior Office Specialist 
during Period A. She discovered 
that the passes were missing the 
following Monday, Dec. 11, when 
she was approached by Security 
Officer D, who was trying to 
confirm whether or not passes had 
been stolen. Glover said, “I still 
like to give students the benefit 
of the doubt but I’m worried that 
some will take advantage of my 
kindness.”  

M-House counselor Amanda 
Audet feels that stealing is 
an ongoing problem in the 
Samo community. “It’s very 
disappointing. I wish that students 
would take the time to think before 
they act. I don’t lock my door when 
I leave my office, and I don’t want 
to have to. I want to be able to trust 
Samo students,” she explained.

M-House Principal Becky 
Romano stated: “People just don’t 
care about other people. Stealing 
might get you a quick buck, but it’s 
not worth it. I think that the lunch 

pass issue is just a reflection of 
a larger problem.”

Dec. 22, 23: A Midsummer Night’s Dream
8 p.m. (and 2 p.m. Dec 23)

Dec. 21: Winter Choral  
Concert  7 p.m. in Barnum

Jan. 8: Final Deadline 
for Senior Ads

Jan. 11: Winter Band  
Concert 7 p.m. in
Barnum 

Investigative Report: 
False Address Checks

World News Top 5

Ramos a�er  he mopped up the 
puddle.

Initial claims by Samo 
Administration a�ribute the urine 
to homeless who occupy Samo by 
night. However, A-House Advisor 
Irene Ramos believes that the 
urine may be from an alternative 
source: skateboarders.

“That stairway is a popular 
skate spot; on the weekends 
many kids hang out in that area,” 
said Ramos. “And all bathrooms 
on campus are closed [on the 
weekends].”

A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  h a v e 
discussed placing a gate in front 
of Business Building classrooms 
B205  through B208 to block them 
from intruders.

However, as Samo Facilities 
Manager Jeffery Patridge pointed 
out, this could alienate 

students and make them feel 
“imprisoned at school.”

“What [Administration] has 
to do is make it uncomfortable 
for people to go to the bathroom 
in that area,” Patridge continued. 
“We can do this by placing a 
mirror, a light, or a fake camera 
[with a red blinking light] in that 
corner.” 

However, I-House Principal 
Eva Mayoral disagrees, “We 
should not put in fake cameras. 
This is a health issue that we need 
to deal with.”

Regardless of the cause, 
the problem seems to be ge�ing 
worse. B208 English teacher 
Eleanor Bloom recounted one 
incident in which human feces 
obstructed her doorway: “I was 
forced to call for a custodian to 
clean it up for fear of smushing 

it and causing a bigger 
mess.”

Mall Santas
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Girls Soccer Now 7-1-2Teachers Need to Chill Out
Page 2

Pool Overflows

A security 
officer visits 

the listed 
address at 
5:30 a.m. 

Page 4

By Nora Casey
Campus Life Editor

Samo staff entered the 
Drake Pool on Dec. 19 at 6:30 a.m. 
to find it had overflowed. 

The pool’s mechanical de-
vice that regulated water height 
and stopped the flow of water 
had broken. Athletic Director 
and P.E. Department Chair 
Norm Lacy speculated that the 
overflow valve regulated the 
pool’s water level through a 
floating device, which had got-
ten stuck. It then failed to detect 
the actual water level, and did 
not regulate it when the water 
level rose too high. 

Approximately an inch of 
water overflowed. “Water was 
everywhere,” commented Lacy, 
“It was coming out all doors.” 

Pool water rose into the pool 
deck and locker rooms and out 
of the doors onto the track, hall-
ways and maintenance room. 

It is unknown how long the 
overflow valve was broken for. 
The pool area was flooded by 
6:30 the next day, when District 
employees arrived to deal with 
the problem.   

There was no water dam-
age on the deck or in the locker 
rooms, and Lacy believes that 
the only financial cost will be 
replacing the broken valve. 

Senior water polo player 
Katrina Dargel said, “I think it’s 
disgusting. The pool has been 
neglected for a long time and the 
school needs to do something 
about it.”

Math teacher Geoff Tipper participates in the Hip-Hop Spectacular during the Candy Land Pep Rally 
on Dec. 19 (above le�). Girls Soccer Captain senior Samantha Greene gets covered in chocolate syrup 
and post-it notes by fellow soccer captains (above right).

Photos by Owen Gorman
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enacted to address the issue of 
modern slavery. This act calls 
upon “relevant United States 
agencies to combine forces to 
eradicate slavery trafficking 
and rehabilitate its victims.” 
Although measures are be-
ing taken to address modern 
slavery, there is more work to 
be done by us modern citizens. 
Write to government officials 
to encourage them to take more 
action, write to large manu-
facturers to encourage them 
to partake in fair trade, and 
write to companies that accept 
products of slave labor and 
warn them of the consequences 
of their actions. Whatever you 
do, don’t just sit back and wait 
for change to occur.
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Every day, we are re-
minded of differences in 
religion and in our world. 
We constantly face these  
reminders during the holi-
day season, when every-
one puts up decorations in 
celebration of their unique 
cultural beliefs. Religious 
symbols are testaments 
to each individual’s back-
ground, and should not 
be considered offensive 
by others. What kind of 
society is this if one can-
not express one’s views 
out of fear of being politi-
cally incorrect? The idea of 
ending beloved traditions 
because not all people 
participate in them is ab-
surd and closed-minded. 
Therefore, the presence of 
Christmas decorations in 
house offices or hallways 
should not bother those of 
differing beliefs. 

 “We live in an era of 
increased sensitivity to 
other cultures, as well as 
a heightened awareness 
of the offensive nature of 
certain symbols,” says His-
tory teacher Michael Felix. 
However, traditions reflect 
personal views, and those 
that choose to demonstrate 
those beliefs are entitled to 
do so, as long as they do not 
intentionally offend others 
with differing opinions. 
Sophomore Armando Di-
ego Reif-Martinez said, 
“It is a choice to show a 
religious symbol and we 
all need to accept that.” 
As individuals, we have 
the right to identify with 
religion in our own ways. 
Society should be at a 
point where a person can 

 Perhaps it is because the class 
periods seem infinitely longer than 
56 minutes, or because winter break 
is so close yet so far away, but teach-
ers these days definitely seem to be 
operating on a shorter fuse. It seems 
that as their concerns increase, the 
actual significance of their concerns 
decreases. Seriously, does black ink 
instead of blue really merit yelling? 
As teenagers, we are frequently 
stereotyped as loud, thoughtless, 
and completely disrespectful. And 
while these stereotypes may hold 
quite a bit of truth, it still seems 
that teachers are coming down too 
strong. I think I am not alone when 
I say that a break is needed before 
students get pounced on for breath-
ing improperly.

Allow me to explain...

That whole “talking” thing: Yes, I 
know, talking is the bane of every 
teachers existence, and it is under-
standable when they say to quiet 

down. However, teachers have 
become so irritable with this whole 
“talking” issue that some have be-
come convinced 
that they hear a 
constant buzz of 
noise even when 
there is none. 
There’s that say-
ing that appear-
ances can be de-
ceiving. Maybe 
that should be 
modified to in-
c lude  sound 
waves as well.

That whole 
“grammar and 
mechanics” thing: 
Forgetting to 
bring your back-
pack to school and forge�ing to 
underline the title of an essay are 
two separate mistakes, though 
to some teachers both actions 
merit the same “how could you” 
lecture.  The truth is, everyone 
makes mistakes, and an underlined 

title won’t make any difference 
in the long run, despite what the 
MLA format states.

The whole “I’m 
a few seconds late” 
thing: I’m not going 
to even get into the 
tardy policy, that’s a 
whole other article. 
But slamming the 
door in a students 
face 10 seconds af-
ter the bell and leav-
ing them crushed 
and lost with no 
where to go but 
the abyss of empty 
hallways in search 
of a red slip is harsh. 
At a time devoted 
to warm holiday 

cheer, a strict tardy policy just 
leaves everyone feeling cold.

Maybe if everyone would just 
relax, we could at last form harmo-
nious student-teacher relations. 
A few meditation and Kumbaya 
sessions would do. 

TTeachers Should Not Sweat the Small Stuff

Keep an Open Mind 
at Christmas Time

MyTurn: Slavery is Not Gone

openly assert their values 
knowing that those around 
them will accept them 
with an open mind. Differ-
ences should be celebrated 
because they enrich our 
culture. Throughout our 
history’s timeline we have 
encountered countless 
fights and even wars based 
on religious intolerance, 
all of which could have 
been prevented in a more 
understanding and ac-
cepting environment. It is 
up to us to reflect on past 
mistakes in history and 
recognize that we need a 
culture that endorses reli-
gious freedom to survive. 
This subject goes beyond a 
simple debate over Christ-
mas trees in a high school. 
The true issue is that we 
need to have a standard of 
tolerance year-round, not 
only on special occasions. 
In this season of compas-
sion, that is truly the best 
gi� we can give. 

By Julie Shvarts
Junior

By Jackie Berkman
Opinion Editor

By Jennifer Galamba
Ad Editor

The Gift Money Can’t Buy by Jessica Gerhardt

Whenever we hear the word 
slavery, we most likely associate 
it  with the Antebellum South. 
Chances are, most of us view 
slavery as an issue of the past, 
an issue that has long been 
eradicated and is no longer pres-
ent in our society. Few people, 
however, know the truth behind 
slavery and of its deep roots in 
the modern world.

Although it seems unfathom-
able, slavery is flourishing more 
now than ever before. According 
to Anti-Slavery International, the 
nation’s oldest human rights or-
ganization, there are roughly 27 
million people enslaved today. 
It is estimated that in Africa 
alone, there are 200 thousand 
children sold into slavery each 
year. Although these numbers 
appear unreasonably high, they 
do not even include low-wage 
workers.

Unlike low-wage workers, 
modern slaves do not suffer 
because of insufficient pay, 

nor are they simply mistreated. 
Modern slaves are controlled by 
means of violence, exploited for 
economic purposes, and are paid 
nothing for their valuable labor. 
Also, unlike low-wage workers, 
slaves are involuntary workers. 
Modern slaves are captured and 
tricked into servitude in coun-
tries that suffer from stagnant 
economies and corrupt govern-
ment officials. Human traffickers 
lure victims with promises of 
bright futures, high pay, and 
acceptable working conditions. 
Once the workers arrive, how-
ever, they are treated extremely 
poorly and violently coerced.  
Also, the basic necessities of the 
slaves are not met. Since slave 
labor only costs about $60-80, 
it becomes more profitable to 
dispose of slaves and purchase 
new ones than to provide them 
with the basic necessities needed 
to survive. 

Luckily, the United States is 
taking affirmative actions to abol-
ish slavery and all of its clauses. A 
policy called The Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act was recently 

Have an Opinion? 
 Submit a MyTurn or 
Letter to the Editor 

via E-Mail to 
SamohiOpinion@gmail.

com
Submissions Due: 

January 12th
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Adina, will 
you marry 

me?
— Sebastian

Happy Holidays 
Ms. Baxter. 

Thanks for all 
you do! 

D. Escalera

So proud of 
you...Merry 
Christmas! 
Love ya, 

Mom

Everyone 
lies, except it 
doesn’t matter 
since no one 

listens.
- Tony Luna

Wishing the entire 
Samohi community 
a very happy holiday 
season. Best wishes 

for the New Year.

Catherine Baxter

UNIVERSITY DRIVING SCHOOL
(310) 559-9056

Driver’s Education, Enrollment, and Training
Six hours of driver’s training includes:

Free pick up, drop off, and private lesson
Good price-Good service

10680 W. Pico Blvd. #288 L.A., CA 90064
www.universitydriving.com

I am the night. 
I...Am...Batman!

I’m in love and 
I want the world 
to know. It’s with 
you and there’s 
nothing I won’t 
do!!! I love you 

Dante! Love 
always, your 

wife.

To Dante Bowie, 
from your baby 

Lisa

Happy Holidays 
everyone, from 

Genevieve. 
Come to me for 

presents!! 
P.S. It affects me

Genevieve 
Skirius

Pull up your 
pants. I don’t 
want to see 

your 
underwear.

Happy Holidays to
The Samohi Faculty, 

Staff and Administrator!
Thank you for your support

of 
The Samohi

Wishing you all a beautiful 
holiday season and love and 

peace in the new year.
Holiday Grams

By Saba Boradeh-Hamedy and 
Sophia Young, Copy Editors, 
and Tina Naderi, Staff Writer

Sure, people argue that the 
holiday season isn’t just about 
the gi�s, but come 
on; we all know that 
isn’t true. We judge 
each gi� we receive 
from everyone and 
make a mental note 
of them in the back 
of our mind. Here 
are the worst gi�s 
that you can possi-
bly give or receive. 
If you give or get 
anything on this list 
from one of your 
friends, you might 
want to reconsider 
that friendship.  

Office Supplies: If 
it comes from Sta-
ples, Office Depot 
or any other office 
supply store, it’s 
more than likely 
that it is a crappy 
gi�. Just because a 
gi� is useful doesn’t 
mean it’s thought-
ful or appreciated 
by the recipient.  

Socks: The most generic, ter-
rible gi� has got to be socks. 
What, you didn’t have time to 
go to the store and pick out a 
nice gi� so you just hand them 
something from your laundry 
hamper? Nothing says, “I love 
you,” like a pair of socks that 
already has the scent of feet.  

cartoons can be much more than sil-
ly kids’ pictures.  From beginning to 
end, the classic Rugrats gang enter-
tains with their unique combination 
childish naiveté and innocent wis-
dom.  Don’t pass this one by just be-
cause it lacks red suits and reindeer. 

2. It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) As 
far as Christmas films go, it really 
doesn’t get much better than Frank 
Capra’s classic film of regret and 
redemption at Christmas time.  Jim-
my Stewart plays the role of a life-
time as the golden-hearted banker 
George Bailey who tries to defy the 
evil Mr. Potter (a masterfully evil 
performance by Lionel Barrymore).  
He calls the purpose of his life into 
question and receives help from his 
guardian angel Clarence.  This story 
may seem cliché these days (even 
Rugrats had an interpretation) but 
that is because this film started it all.  
It is basically on everyday around 
this time of year so there is really 
no excuse for not watching this. 

1. A Charlie Brown Christmas 
(1965).  It actually can’t get any bet-
ter than this.  Watch this 20 times 
if you’ve never seen it before.  This 
brilliant but brief story of the oft-
depressed Charlie Brown’s quest to 
find out if anybody “knows what 
Christmas is all about?” Therapy, a 
Christmas pageant, Christmas tree 
in need of a little love, and Linus’ 
sage-like wisdom round out this 
25 minute foray into the a child’s 
view of the most commercial holi-
day of the year.  With an absolutely 
unstoppable soundtrack from the 
Vince Guaraldi and classic Peanuts 
writing by the late, great Charles 
Schulz, A Charlie Brown Christmas 
demands to be watched, loved, 
and shared, at any time of the year.

By Bennett Rankin
Staff Writer

Every holiday season we are bar-
raged with an onslaught of cute but ulti-
mately disappointing holiday films and 
TV specials.  To remove you from any 
temptation of seeing Unaccompanied 
Minors or Deck the Halls, here is a list 
which picks the five finest holiday film fare:   

5. The Muppet Christmas Carol 
(1992) This retelling of the Charles 
Dickens classic takes a departure 
from the drearier adaptations of 
Christmas past. Instead the fuzzy 
muppets populate Mr. Fezziwig’s 
inn and the rest of Dickens’ uni-
verse.  Renowned actor Michael 
Caine provides a memorable 
voicing of Ebenezer Scrooge.  Per-
fect for children and adults alike, 
this classic film is guaranteed 
to please time and time again. 

4. Dr. Seuss’s How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas (1966)  Take warn-
ing:  this is not the Jim Carrey movie.   
Before the recent release of this clas-
sic on DVD, the only way one could 
obtain The Grinch by tracking down 
crumbling original VHS tapes.  Boris 
Karloff, yes the Boris Karloff of Fran-
kenstein fame, narrates Grinch with 
masterful talent.  Lasting a mere 26 
minutes, this short but timeless clas-
sic is an absolute must for everyone, 
Christian or not.  Honestly, its Dr. 
Seuss.  How can you go wrong? 

3. A Rugrats Passover (1996) Ok, 
so this one is most definitely not a 
winter holiday film but it is one of 
the single greatest cartoon episodes 
ever created. Chronicling the his-
tory of the Jewish holiday Passover 
while the Pickles family is stuck in 
an attic, this episode shows how 

Best Holiday Movies
Dancing Santa/Moses: We see 
them at every drug store we go 
to. These were designed for crazy 
old people who don’t have any-
body to talk to, so they sing along 
with the Dancing Santas or Mo-

ses. If you give this to a friend, 
they’re just going to take it home 
and stare at it for 20 minutes while 
it’s singing “Jingle Bell Rock” 
and wonder what kind of friend 
were you to give this to them. 

Condoms: Haha, it’s real funny 
when you give a box to your guy 
friend...at first. What’s probably 

going to happen is that your friend 
is going to take the box of condoms 
home and put it on his dresser and 
it’s just going to sit there. It’s going 
to sit there for such a long time un-
used, that it’s going to collect dust 

and depress your 
friend all at the same 
time. And by the 
time uses the con-
doms, they’ll prob-
ably be expired

Body Lotion: Every 
year around this 
time, we are mauled 
by bo�les of mois-
turizer with names 
like “Magical Forest 
of Enchanting Green 
Apples,” and “Secret 
Mysterious Spar-
kling Posies.” This is 
because we receive 
at least one bo�le 
of gi� lotion each 
Christmas without 
fail. No one needs 
to be that moistur-
ized.Aside from the 
obvious fact that 
you spend very li�le 
time thinking of a 
gi� and decided 
to se�le on spend-
ing nine dollars on 

so me thing that could have been 
bought at Sav-on for three, there is 
another downside to this gi�. You 
are essentially asking the recipi-
ent of your not-so-thoughtful en-
deavor to think of you every time 
they get out of the shower, are wet 
and naked, and rubbing lotion into 
their body. Why don’t you give 
them a camera while you’re at it?

     Holiday Survey
Students surveyed: 216 

Samo’s Most Popular:
Holiday list item: Clothes (Runner up, Electronics)
Fashion Accessory: Shoes (Runner up, Purses)
Electronic: iPods (Runner up, Cell Phones)
Video Game System: Nintendo Wii (Runner up, Xbox 360)
Holiday Movie: The Grinch (Runner up, Friday after Next)
40% of students surveyed believe they have been “Naughty” this 
past year.
65% of students prefer Colored lights over white ones.
47% of Samo Students leave town for the holidays.

The “Most creative spelling of Hanukkah” award goes to: Hannika

Compiled by Matt Weber, Carl Nunziato and Kevin Katz

Who would’ve known 
that Santa Claus’s real name 
is Bob? Currently residing 
in a motel, Bob comes to us 
after a two day drive from 
his home in Bend, Oregon, 
as part of his journey to San-
ta Monica and all over the 
United States. Revealing that 
it is his seventh year as Mr. 
Clause in the Santa Monica 
Mall, Bob says that he’s only 
in Santa Monica for Christ-
mas, and the rest of the time 
he’s a retired man, relaxing 
in Oregon. Furthermore, he 

wants everyone to know that 
his beard is 100 percent real. 

As a college graduate of 
human growth and develop-
ment, Santa finds it necessary 
that anyone attempting to be 
Santa Claus have a background 
in education and should under-
stand children. Bob says, “in 
my pursuit of being Santa, my 
background had to be investi-
gated by the FBI to make sure 
I wasn’t a psycho.”  

Santa says that whenever 
the kids ask him about the 
North Pole, elves , or anything 
of the sort, he feeds them the 
usual bull about big factories, 
fabulous toys, and sleighs. Bob 
says his motivation for becom-

ing Santa every year is because 
of how honest all the chil-
dren are. Even though Santa 
is retired, he loves the chil-
dren so much that he comes 
down to Santa Monica every 
year “to give them a reason 
to be good.” But some kids 
didn’t get the presents they 
requested. Got to hate karma!

Although most people 
believe Santa Claus lives 
in the North Pole, our lo-
cal mall santa, Bob, is mov-
ing to Mexico next year for 
a little fiesta. He’s trading in 
his red Santa suit for a Som-
brero and nothing else. Next 
time we see Santa, he’s going 
to be a whole lot more tan.

Santa Claus: The Beard is Real!
By Jade Kedrick and 
Natalie Yadegar
Staff Writers 

What Could Be Worse Than Santa’s Coal?



Compiled by Anthony Ramirez, Staff Writer and Charlie Paris, Sports Editor

Girls Soccer Uses Solid 
Teamwork to Stay Strong 

Senior Danielle Duarte clears the ball against Palos 
Verdes on Dec. 13. The girls won  3-1.
    
   Photo by Owen Gorman
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By Emily Foshag
Editor-in-Chief

Losing Streak Continues For Boys Soccer 

Basketball Off to Great Start

Lady Greenies Now 5-7

Cheer Finishes Third in CIF

By Charlie Paris 
Sports Editor

By Emily Foshag  
Editor-in-Chief

By Erin Nadel
Sports Editor

Samo’s Cheer squad placed 
third out of 12 teams in the first 
ever CIF State Cheerleading 
Championships last Saturday. The 
competition, which took place at 
the Home Depot Center, coincided 
with the first high school football 
state title games in 79 years. Por-
tions of the event were televised 
on Fox Sports Net. 

The squad recognized the 

The Lady Vikes hold a 5-7 record as of Dec. 15.  Senior Helen 
Yu  (above) and the Greenies lost to the Division III Palos Verdes 
Seakings on Dec. 13 by the final score of 11-2.  On Dec. 19 the 
Greenies faced Lousville and lost 8-4.  Junior Lea Burkenroad 
led the team with three goals and sophomore Susie Ortega fol-
lowed with one.  The Greenies play their first league gameon the 
road against Culver City on Thursday, Jan. 11.

   
          Photo courtesy of Jack Lim

Senior Ari Feldman shoots over a 
Peninsula defender on Dec. 19.
                     
    Photo by Jesse Grebler-Hull

By Michael Bromberg 
Staff Writer

A 2-1 loss on Saturday ex-
tended to boys soccer team’s los-
ing streak to three games. Despite 
boasting a talented offensive line-
up, the boys have struggled all 
season to put together 80 minutes 
of solid soccer.

“We have not played consis-
tently enough to win,” said head 
of soccer Frank Gatell. 

After a poor second half 
against Gahr two weeks ago in 
which the Vikings squandered a 
2-0 hal�ime lead and a sluggish 

start last week against West Tor-
rance which led to a 0-1 loss, it was 
more of the same Saturday against 
Crespi. The Vikings looked strong 
through the first half of play when 
sophomore Juan Magana got the 
ball on the wing and beat two 
defenders before finding junior 
Charlie Paris on top of the 18-yard 
box. Paris then freed himself from 
his defender and sent the ball 
into the lower right-hand corner 
of the net. 

Up 1-0 ten minutes into the 
second half, the Vikings couldn’t 
hold on. In a game where Samo 
received seven yellow cards and 

The 9-1 Vikings are off to their 
best start under 
13 years of di-
rection by head 
coach James 
Hecht. “The guys 
have really done 
a great job work-
ing hard at prac-
tice and compet-
ing well so far,” 
he commented.

The boys 
squad put their 
record to the test 
against Peninsula 
(5-4) in their home 
opener on Dec. 
19. According to 
Hecht, the team 
had to focus on 
stopping 6-foot-
7-inch senior 
Jon Reed, who is 
already commit-
ted to Pepper-
dine. “We will 

have to really just be aware of where 
he is at all times,” said Hecht before 
the contest. The squad was able to do 

just that, as they 
won 65-54.

Despite the 
current success 
the team has 
had, Hecht is 
adamant that the 
team’s best bas-
ketball has yet to 
be played. “The 
important thing 
is to sustain the 
same effort and 
the same intensi-
ty [we’ve had].”

Senior Bry-
an Louff leads 
the team in scor-
ing, averaging 
12.9 points per 
game. Fellow 
seniors Ari Feld-

man (12.4 ppg) 
and Leo Arnold 
(9.6 ppg) are also 
big contributors.

Lady Vikings Bounce Back
By Anthony Ramirez 
Staff Writer

The Lady Vikings ended a four 
game losing streak with a 64-50 win 
over Peninsula on Dec. 18. A great 
team victory was the spark the team 
needed to get their confidence back. 
“We just need to put those losses 
behind us and focus on winning,” 
commented senior guard Allie 
Southam.

Everything started as the Vi-
kings ba�led the defending state 
champion Long Beach Poly girls in 
the Ba�le of the Beach tournament. 
Down by mere ten points heading 
into the fourth quarter, the girls 
managed to score only five points 
to finish the game. “You can’t win if 
you just play the first three quarters,” 
commented junior shooting guard 
Daisy Feder.

Against Narbonne on Dec. 9,  the 
girls suffered yet another loss, 50-63. 
“We had two games we could’ve 
won,” said Southam. On Dec. 12, the 
girls lost against rival Mira Costa, 65-

77. The next heart breaker was against 
Brentwood on Dec. 15. At one point 
down by 15, the girls tied the game 
late in the fourth quarter, but once 
again, did not finish the game strong 
and lost by a final score of 50-53. “We 
played well for three quarters,” said 
head coach Marty Verdugo.

“Those were two games we 
could have easily won,” added 
Southam. 

“We haven’t been playing our 
game lately  and we are not rebound-
ing,” said Feder. 

The Lady Vikings, now with 
a 6-5 record, will travel to Oakland 
on Dec. 26 to compete in one of the 
most prestigious tournaments on the 
West Coast. 

“We seem to play our best 
basketball when we have a sense 
of urgency,” commented Verdugo. 
Against the state runner-up Berkeley 
High School in the first round of the 
tournament on Dec. 27, the girls will 
need to play that way if they want to 
have success. 

two red cards to their opponent’s 
two yellow cards, the boys needed 
to capitalize on scoring opportuni-
ties in the second half but instead 
struggled. While Samo played 
a man down in the second half, 
Crespi scored on a penalty kick 
for the final margin. 

The Vikings will play next 
today in the South Torrance 
Holiday Tournament.  “We need 
to focus and realize that we have 
the talent to win,” said senior 
David Castellanos. “We  can’t be 
scared to lose.” 

“We just have to keep up the 
intensity,” added Magana. 

importance of running through its 
routine in a competitive envoron-
ment such as the CIF chmpionships 
as the United Cheer Association’s 
National competition in February 
draws nearer. “It was great practice 
for Nationals,” said co-captain senior 
Samantha Kramer. “We’re trying to 
compete in as many events as pos-
sible leading up to nationals,” added 
co-captain senior Samantha Gordon. 
Future events in which the squad 
plans to participate include USA 
Regionals and USA  Nationals. 

Four Wrestlers 
Undefeated in 
Tournament

The Vikes competed in their 
first dual meet against West Covina 
on Dec. 7, and lost with a score of 
15-56.   

Wednesday, Dec. 13 the Vikings 
traveled to the Penninsula Six Way 
Tournament.  They then , and defeat-
ed, faced West Torrance, Mira Costa, 
and Peninsula.   Four individuals went 
undefeated ( junior Abe Goldenberg, 
junior Spencer Corbe�, senior Yusaf 
Syed, and senior Collin Rothschild).

Senior Jazzy Green and junior 
Crystal Estrella competed in the 
North Califorina Classic and the San 
Diego girls tournaments.  Green took 
first in both, and Estrella took second 
and third. 

Friday the team will travel to Brea 
for the Mann’s Classic Tournament 
with 47 other teams.

It must be said: The 
Lady Shebas are re-
ally, really good. Like, so 
good it hurts. So good in 
fact, head coach Serafin  
Rodriguez states that 
“This is the best team I’ve 
coached here at Samo. 
This is definitely one 
of the best teams Samo 
soccer has ever had. We 
fully expect to make a far 
run in CIF.” You might 
say prove it. So here are 
some facts.

They defeated pe-
rennial powerhouse 
Palos Verdes 3-1 Dec. 13, 
in a rather easy game, 
with two goals from 
senior Samantha Greene 
and a sealing goal from senior Dan-
iela  Dacosta. As  well, they are the 
first girls Samo soccer team to ever 
make it to the South Torrance Holi-
day Tournament championship. 

So, you might ask, what makes 
them so good? Well, they don’t 
just have one weapon. They are 
completely balanced with talent in 
every spot. Leading the offense are 

Dacosta, a constant goal scorer, and 
senior Michela Fi�en, a ferocious, 
spirited, feisty, and experienced 
player. Greene, a star already recruit-
ed to play soccer at Northwestern., 
leads the midfield. And last, but not 
least, co-captain Danielle Duarte 
leads the rock-hard defense. 

But, Danielle is not the only 

Duarte on the team. The 
le� side, or, as some call 
it, the “D-side,” consists of 
junior Jenny Duarte at le� 
forward, junior Michelle 
Duarte at left mid, and 
Danielle at left defense. 
Says Jenny Duarte, “In the 
past years, there  has  always 
been bickering. But this 
year, we have such good 
chemistry, nothing should 
be able to stop us. We are the 
true sorority of Samo.” She 
adds, “We practice incred-
ibly hard, and our physical 
shape definitely helps us in 
the games.” 

But, the Lady Shebas 
are not completely infal-
lible. While they were able 
to beat West Torrance 1-0 
on Dec. 18, earlier that week 
they lost the South Bay tour-

nament championship to Chadwick 
0-2, a team they beat earlier in the 
month. Says senior Bianca Greene, 
“We just didn’t bring it.”

But in general, Coach  Rodri-
guez states with a smile, “We are 
finding ways to beat  a lot of really 
good teams. As long as we stay 
motivated, this team will be one 
to beat.”

The Samohi polled over 
1000 students on who 
will win the BCS Na-
tional Championship 
game, which will be 
played on Jan. 8, 2007 
in Glendale, Arizona. 
Here are the results:




