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For the past four decades,
Richard Iding has taken to the
streets, striding from one block to
the next, packing Santa Monica
mailboxes with letters, postcards
and bills.

He’s been the neighborhood
mailman for 44 years, but on
Friday Iding hung up his mailbag
for good.

Though the longtime Santa
Monica resident has spent years
delivering mail “rain, sleet, hail or
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One was a skinny 20-year-old
discharged from the Army who
couldn’t shake the piercing rat-a-
tat-tat reminders of combat. The
other, a decorated Marine family
man whose job preparing bodies
of U.S. soldiers for burial had
caused clammy, restless nights. 

Both home from duty in Iraq,
they were on opposite ends of the
country, but their stories have
much in common. 

In Las Vegas, Matthew Sepi

was on his way to get a beer, but
he tucked an assault rifle inside his
black trenchcoat just in case. In
Lawrence, Mass., Daniel Cotnoir
brought out his 12-gauge shotgun.
Both pulled the trigger. Now Sepi
faces murder and attempted mur-
der charges while Cotnoir is
charged with attempted murder. 

In the otherwise unrelated
cases, family, friends and even
law officers are looking to the
influence of wartime horrors on
the two veterans. 

Flashbacks, nightmares, a

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMMUSD HDQTRS. — Despite
continued state budget cuts to edu-
cation, Santa Monica public
school students continue to make
overall gains in math and lan-
guage proficiency scores. 

The Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District released
last week the Standardized
Testing and Reporting (STAR)
program data for 2005. The data
show the district has experienced
“significant improvement” in
English language arts and mathe-
matics scores for most grade lev-
els since 2004, said John Deasy,
school district superintendent. It’s
an upward trend the SMMUSD
has enjoyed at almost every grade
level since the 2000-01 school
year, when the district was
required by the state to begin doc-
umenting the test results for some
disciplines.

Each year, students in second
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and such never know nothing, and
never know much.”
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High school basketball coach Drew
Sanders, 49, was arrested in New York
City in July in connection with his
method of inspiring two of his summer-
program players not to miss free
throws. Sanders was charged with
more than 20 instances of spanking the
boys’ bare buttocks for missed shots.
And the New York Post, citing a school
system investigator, reported in April
that high school teacher Rhianna Ellis,
25, had gotten pregnant from an affair
with one of her students but had
nonetheless later graded the boy a bare-
ly passing “65” in her social studies
class, due to his laziness and tardiness.

Today is the 234th day of 2005.
There are 131 days left in the year. 

On Aug. 22, 1775, Britain’s King
George III proclaimed the American
colonies in a state of open rebellion.
In 1956, President Eisenhower and
Vice President Nixon were nominated
for second terms in office by the
Republican national convention in San
Francisco.
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Reach for the sky

Getting a head start

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Runners from LA Leggers — in training for the LA Marathon that will be held
on March 19, 2006 — stride past Shutters on the Beach this past weekend.

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Ashley Turner of Santa Monica Power Yoga leads a yoga class Saturday morning on Santa Monica Beach to support ‘P.S.
I Love You Foundation’s Yoga 123,’ an outreach program dedicated to improving the lives of children in the inner cities.

Local
students
gaining
ground

Iraq veterans’ war stress blamed in shootings 
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through 11th grades take the California
Standards Test in English language arts
and mathematics. History and science also
are tested at some, but not all, grade levels,
Deasy said. Students attain one of five lev-
els of performance on the CST, ranging
among “advanced,” “proficient,” “basic,”
“below basic” and “far below basic.”

California’s state board of education
has established the “proficient” level as
the standard by which public school stu-
dents are measured. It’s a point of some
contention with Deasy, who said that
while the state expects much from its stu-
dents, California continues to cut the K-12
education budget.

“It’s interesting to note that while the

state continues to abandon the funding of
public education, California’s academic
goals are higher than most states,” Deasy
said. 

In the 2004-05 school year, 72 percent
of Santa Monica-Malibu district students
reached the proficiency level for the
fourth grade, while 48 percent of the dis-
trict’s 11th grade students were able to do
the same. Student proficiency grew by as
much as 7 percentage points for fourth
graders and 8 percentage points for 11th
graders, compared to the previous year.

Overall, the district has continued to see
an increase in student proficiency in nine of
10 grade levels since 2001. The greatest
improvement has been among ninth graders,
48 percent of whom were proficient five
years ago, when the results started to be

measured. The
most recent
results show that
65 percent of
ninth graders have
met proficiency
r e q u i r e m e n t s
since then, a 17
percent increase.

Deasy attrib-
utes part of the
a c a d e m i c
improvement to changes in teaching
methodology and curriculum at the ninth
grade level. He also said Santa Monica
High School’s “house system” has pro-
vided freshman with more one-on-one
interaction with teachers.

By redesigning the large campus into
smaller, individual ones, schools have
higher attendance rates, higher grade point
averages, lower dropout rates, and stu-
dents and teachers report being more satis-
fied with the experience, studies show.

However, despite the changes, similar
achievement has not been seen among
10th graders, a group that has experienced
a 4 percent drop in proficiency over the
past five years. Performing at 53 percent
in 2001, last year they were only perform-
ing at 49 percent proficiency. 

Deasy said the decline in performance
for 10th graders is one the district is aware
of and is working to correct. Although
students have been experiencing a slight
decline in achievement in recent years,
they are doing better at both grade levels
above and below.

Students considered to come from eco-
nomically disadvantaged backgrounds
have made substantial gains in the past
five years at all grade levels, except for
sixth graders, whose improvement was
negligible.

The greatest improvement for econom-
ically disadvantaged students was among
ninth graders. In 2001, they were per-
forming at 15 percent proficiency. Last
year, they were performing at 40 percent
proficiency, meaning more than a quarter
of that grade level is performing better
than it was five years ago.

GROUPS LAPPING UP LANGUAGE ARTS
Students categorized along racial lines

generally improved at all grade levels in a
one-year period in English language arts.

African-American students improved
at all levels, except third grade, which had
a 5 percent drop in proficiency from the
2003-04 school year. That grade level is
currently at 25 percent proficiency. Ninth
grade African-American students jumped
from 25 percent to 40 percent proficiency.

African-American students, as well as
other groups, show a long-term decline in
proficiency performance on a year-by-
year basis. While they peak at more than
60 percent proficiency as fourth graders,
they attain the lowest level of student per-
formance by 11th grade —18 percent pro-
ficiency in 2005.

Latinos, like African-American stu-
dents, also had an impressive spike in
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Santa Monica Recycling Center   2411 Delaware Ave./Cloverfield & Michigan
Directions: Turn East on Michigan off of Cloverfield, First Street is 24th. Right on 24th St. to Delaware

Santa Monica 310/453-9677

Prices good with this coupon only

Recycle for CASH
CRV Aluminum Cans $1.45/LB.
(Over 100LBS) $1.50/LB.
CRV Glass Containers $.09/LB.
(Over 200LBS) $.095/LB.
CRV PET Containers $.75/LB.
(Over 50LBS) $.80/LB.

Hours: Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM
Saturday: 8AM-2PM

Prices include CA Redemption Value
Scrap price subject to change

*Prices good with coupon only
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Westchester – 3 Bedroom, 2 bath, great floor plan, very entertaining, approx. 1,600 SQFT., new
bamboo wood floors. Private master bed and bath. Beautifuly landscaped, large lot with detached 2
car garage. $849,000,
Retail + Loft in El Segundo – Brand new construction. Only 2 available! Approximately 2,900s qft
w/rooftop deck. Loft is contemporary style loft building with midwest influnces all done in real cus-
tom brick. 1,450 sq ft of retail space and 1,450 sq ft of residential space with 2 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms. Call for details (310) 864-9034
Manhattan Beach– 9,500 sq ft retail plus office $2,930,000
San Pedro – Beautiful medical building all in brick. Close to beach, perfect for a doctor dentist.
10,000 sq ft.
Santa Monica Ocean Park – 3 bedroom 3 bath with loft ocean view townhouse. Comes with small
comercial building. Principals only. $1,100,000
Long Beach – 1 restaurant with strong NNN lease in place. Plus 4 1 bedroom apartements. Close to
beach.  $879,000, 56,000 Net Per Year.
El Segundo – Remodeled office plus warehouse. 12,000 SQFT. 8,000 Office, 4,000 warehouse, Close
to downtown. West of Sepulveda.

Ninth graders show greatest leap in scores
SCHOOLS, from page 1

JOHN DEASY

See SCHOOLS, page 9
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their ninth grade performance level. It’s a
change from 22 percent proficiency in
2003-04 to 40 percent in 2004-05, an
increase of 18 percent. The group’s
decline within grade levels was only sta-
tistically significant once, with 10th
graders performing 4 percentage points
below their level in 2003-04. Otherwise,
Latinos generally improved within their
grade levels. 

However, on a year-by-year proficien-
cy basis, Latino students continue to strug-
gle. Like African-American students, they
peak in fourth grade, with more than half
of them proficient. By 11th grade, their
proficiency is less than 30 percent.

White students had substantial gains in
the English language arts at all grade lev-
els. Eighth graders seemed to have the
biggest boost. Approximately 50 percent
proficient in 2003-04, whites were 75 per-
cent proficient by 2004-05 in eighth
grade, an increase of 25 percentage
points. However, their performance level
seems to waver on a year-by-year basis,
beginning to dip in ninth grade by more
than 12 percent.

Special education students continue to
struggle over the one-year performance
period, all of whom performed at less than
30 percent proficiency at every grade
level. While there has been little change
in their performance from one year to the
next, a few grade levels stand out.

Tenth graders have had the most diffi-
culty. They dropped from 18 percent pro-
ficiency in 2003-04 to nearly 2 percent in
2004-05. However, 11th graders had a 10
percent increase in proficiency.

MATH NOT ADDING UP
FOR SOME STUDENTS

Overall math proficiency continues to
hover around 50 percent proficiency or
above for elementary school students.

There were no district math statistics
provided after eighth grade.

It becomes difficult to interpret the sta-
tistics for middle school math students,
Deasy said, where students begin to dif-
ferentiate among the kinds of math they
are able to perform. In particular, 600 of
approximately 1,000 Santa Monica eighth
graders took the algebra CST, 50 percent
of whom scored at the proficient or
advanced levels.

Seventy-two eighth graders took the
geometry CST, of whom 96 percent
scored at or above the proficient level.

More than 300 eighth graders took the
general mathematics CST, and a little
more than 20 percent of them scored at a
proficiency level.

More than half of eighth graders who are
economically disadvantaged took the alge-
bra CST. Of those 122 students, 39 percent
scored at or above the proficiency level.

Focusing on elementary schools, math
results for African-American students
show general improvement, peaking at
fourth grade with a 55 percent proficiency
level. After that, there is a significant drop
in proficiency, by as much as 20 percent in
fifth grade. However, fifth, sixth and sev-
enth grade students are seeing improve-
ment within all of their grade levels. The
most significant are the sixth graders, who
went from 15 percent math proficiency in
2003-04 to 30 percent last year.

Focusing on elementary schools, math
results for Latino students peak in second
grade, when last year students were 55 pro-
ficient. Then in sixth grade there is a notice-
able drop, a change in 20 percentage points.
That picks up in seventh grade, although
not returning to previous plateau levels.
Last year, Latino seventh grade students
achieved 32 percent math proficiency.

White students in elementary school
continue to have higher proficiency com-
pared to other groups. They tend to decline
between second and seventh grade. In sec-
ond grade, whites students peak at 82 per-
cent proficiency. By seventh grade, their
proficiency decreases to 68 percent, a dif-
ference of 16 percentage points compared
to second grade. However, whites at all
grade levels averaged nearly 20 percent
improvement last year.

Special education students peak in sec-
ond grade with nearly 50 percent profi-
ciency. Their biggest improvement was in
second grade. Last year, they were 50
percent proficient, an improvement of 10
percent from 2003-04.

Deasy, who took the helm of the local
school district five years ago, said he’s
pleased with this year’s overall test results
because it shows students are generally
achieving better during the time his staff
has been in place. However, he said, there
is a long way to go in bringing up general
proficiency levels for some groups.
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Studio $70 $45
One Bedroom/One Bath $80 $55
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Two Bedroom/Two Bath $110 $80
Three Bedroom/One Bath $125 $100
Three Bedroom/Two Bath $135 $110
Three Bedroom/Three Bath $145 $120

Deasy: Some groups
still have long way to go
SCHOOLS, from page 6


