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HOUGHTON MIFFLIN READING GRADE 4, 
THEMES 1-6, ORGANIZED BY READING STRATEGY AND SOS 

 
THEME Reading 

Strategy 
Main Selection Comprehension Skills Suggested Student 

Onramp Strategy (SOS) 
Lesson 

Supplemental Text 
Options 

1 
Jour-
neys 

Summarize 
 
Predict/Infer 
 
Monitor/Clarify 
 
Question 

Akiak 
 
Grandfather's Journey 
 
Finding the Titanic 
 
By the Shores of Silver Lake 

Story Structure 
 
Author's Viewpoint 
 
Text Organization 
 
Noting Details 

VISUALIZE: Sketching 
for Understanding 
 
 
MONITOR: Interacting 
Voice vs. Distracting Voice 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Reader's Library text 
Social studies text 

2 
Ameri-

can 
Stories 

Predict/Infer 
 
Evaluate 
 
Summarize 
 
Question 

Tomás and the Library Lady 
 
Tanya's Reunion 
 
Boss of the Plains 
 
A Very Important Day 

Sequence of Events 
 
Making Inferences 
 
Making Generalizations 
 
Categorize and Classify 

VERIFY PREDICTIONS: 
Bull's Eye—Hitting the 
Prediction Target  
 
QUESTION: Want to 
Know vs. Need to Know 
Questions 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Reader's Library text 
Social studies text 

3 
That's 
Ama-
zing! 

Monitor/Clarify 
 
Question 
 
Evaluate 

The Stranger 
 
Cendrillon 
 
Heat Wave! 

Noting Details 
 
Compare and Contrast 
 
Fantasy and Realism 

 
 
EVALUATE: Thumbs Up, 
Thumbs Down 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Reader's Library text 
Social studies text 

4 
Problem 
Solvers 

Predict/Infer 
 
Evaluate 
 
 
Summarize 
 
Question 

My Name is María Isabel 
 
Marven of the Great North 
Woods 
 
The Last Dragon 
 
Sing to the Stars 

Predicting Outcomes 
 
Problem Solving 
 
 
Drawing Conclusions 
 
Story Structure 
 

INFER: Answering 
Inferential Questions 
 
 
 
SUMMARIZE: 
Summarize-As-You-Go 
 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Reader's Library text 
Social studies text 
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5 
Heroes 

Predict/Infer 
 
Monitor/Clarify 
 
Evaluate 
 
 

Happy Birthday, Dr. King! 
 
Gloria Estefan 
 
Lou Gehrig: The Luckiest 
Man 

Cause and Effect  
 
Making Judgments 
 
Fact and Opinion 

CLARIFY: Recognizing 
and Fixing Confusion 
 
 
PREDICT: Signal 
Scavenger Hunt 
 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Reader's Library text 
Social studies text 

6 
Nature: 
Friend 

and Foe 

Summarize 
 
Monitor/Clarify 
 
 
Predict/Infer 

Salmon Summer 
 
Wildfires 
 
 
Skylark 

Following Directions 
 
Topic, Main Idea, and 
Supporting Details 
 
Making Inferences 

SUMMARIZE: TPE 
 
 
STRATEGY REVIEW 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Reader's Library text 
Social studies text 

  


