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HOUGHTON MIFFLIN READING GRADE 1, 
THEMES 1-10, ORGANIZED BY READING STRATEGY AND SOS 

 
THEME Reading 

Strategy 
Main Selection Comprehension 

Skills 
Suggested Student 
Onramp Strategy  

Supplemental Text 
Options 

1 
All 

Togeth-
er Now 

 
Predict/Infer 
 
 
Summarize 
 
 
Evaluate 

I Am Six (Big Book) 
The Cat Sat/The Mat 
 
Ten Dogs in the Window (Big Book) 
Nan and Fan/We Can! 
 
Charles Tiger (Big Book) 
The Big Hit/Big Pig 

Sequence of Events 
 
 
Compare and Contrast 
 
Cause and Effect  

 
 
 
VISUALIZE: 
Sketching for 
Understanding 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Social studies text 
I Love Reading stories 

2 
Sur-

prise! 

 
Question 
 
 
Monitor/Clarify 
 
 
Summarize 

To Be a Kid (Big Book) 
The Box/Wigs in a Box 
 
Minerva Louise at School (Big Book) 
What Can a Vet Do?/Hot Fox Soup 
 
Jasper's Beanstalk (Big Book) 
A Hut for Zig Bug/The Rope Tug 

Noting Details 
 
 
Fantasy and Realism  
 
 
Story Structure 

 
 
 
MONITOR: 
Interacting Voice vs. 
Distracting Voice 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Social studies text 
I Love Reading stories 

3 
Let's 
Look 

Around 

 
Evaluate  
 
 
Predict/Infer 
 
 
Question 

Counting on the Woods (Big Book) 
Seasons  
 
Pearl's First Prize Plant (Big Book) 
Mr. C's Dinner 
 
Hilda Hen's Scary Night (Big Book) 
What a Trip! 

Topic, Main Idea, 
Details/Summarizing  
 
Making Predictions 
 
 
Categorize and 
Classify 

 
 
 
QUESTION: Want to 
Know vs. Need to 
Know Questions 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Social studies text 
I Love Reading stories 

4 
Family 

and 
Friends 

 
Summarize  
 
 
Evaluate 
 
 
Monitor/Clarify  

An Egg Is an Egg (Big Book) 
Who's in a Family? 
 
The Secret Code (Big Book) 
The Best Pet 
 
Caribbean Dream (Big Book) 
Bud's Day Out 

Drawing Conclusions 
 
 
Compare and Contrast 
 
 
Sequence of Events 
 

 
 
 
EVALUATE: 
Thumbs Up, Thumbs 
Down 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Social studies text 
I Love Reading stories 
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THEME Reading 
Strategy 

Main Selection Comprehension 
Skills 

Suggested Student 
Onramp Strategy  

Supplemental Text 
Options 

5 
Home 
Sweet 
Home 

Question 
 
Summarize 
 
 
Monitor/Clarify 

Moving Day 
 
Me on the Map 
 
 
The Kite 

Compare and Contrast 
 
Making 
Generalizations 
 
Cause and Effect  

 
 
SUMMARIZE: 
Summarize-As-You-
Go 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Social studies text 
I Love Reading stories 

6 
Animal 
Adven-
tures 

Summarize 
 
Question 
 
Predict/Infer 

The Sleeping Pig 
 
EEK! There's a Mouse in the House 
 
Red-Eyed Tree Frog 

Story Structure 
 
Noting Details 
 
Making Predictions 

 
VERIFY 
PREDICTIONS: 
Bull's Eye—Hitting 
the Prediction Target 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Social studies text 
I Love Reading stories 

7 
We Can 
Work It 

Out 

Summarize 
 
Monitor/Clarify 
 
Question 

That Toad Is Mine! 
 
Lost! 
 
If You Give a Pig a Pancake 

Problem Solving 
 
Sequence of Events 
 
Fantasy and Realism 

 
 
CLARIFY: 
Recognizing and 
Fixing Confusion 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Social studies text 
I Love Reading stories 

8 
Our 

Earth 

Summarize 
 
Evaluate 
 
Predict/Infer 

The Forest 
 
Butterfly 
 
Johnny Appleseed 

Categorize and 
Classify 
 
Topic, Main Idea, 
Details, Summarize 
 
Drawing Conclusions 

 
SUMMARIZE: TPE 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Social studies text 
I Love Reading stories 

9 
Special 
Friends 

Monitor/Clarify 
 
Evaluate 
 
Question 

When I Am Old with You 
 
The New Friend 
 
The Surprise Family 

Noting Details 
 
Story Structure 
 
Compare and Contrast 

INFER: Answering 
Inferential Questions 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Social studies text 
I Love Reading stories 

10 
Won-
ders 

Predict/Infer 
 
Summarize 
 
Monitor/Clarify 

Two Greedy Bears 
 
Fireflies for Nathan 
 
The Hat (Frog and Toad) 

Making Predictions 
 
Sequence of Events 
 
Cause and Effect 

PREDICT: Signal 
Scavenger Hunt 
 
STRATEGY 
REVIEW 

Teacher Read Aloud 
Content Link Story 
Social studies text 
I Love Reading stories 

 


