
Santa Monica-Malibu  
Unified School District

High School  
Academic Planner  

and Course Directory  
2011-2012

1651 Sixteenth Street, Santa Monica, CA 90404-3891
(310) 450-8338    www.smmusd.org



      SUPERINTENDENT’S FORWARD

 
Dear High School Students:

Welcome to the 2011-12 School Year!

We are pleased to present you with this High School Academic and Career Planner Handbook and Course 
Catalogue which will assist you with your planning for a successful high school career in the Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District.  This handbook contains information on expectations, responsibilities, 
graduation requirements, college admission requirements, and other necessary notifications and policies.   
It is an excellent reference guide as well as an academic planner.  

The goal of the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District is to prepare you to enter a global economy 
equipped with the skills to compete.  The 21st Century requires workers who are critical thinkers, problem 
solvers, collaborators, and life-long learners who are able to work in bilingual or multilingual teams.  The 
coursework you take in your high school years will help you acquire these skills.  This handbook contains the 
list of courses certified by the University of California as meeting course requirements (“a-g” courses) for 
freshman admission to the California State University and the University of California systems.  The district’s 
high schools provide a full pre-collegiate program that includes adequate sections to accommodate all students 
and actively counsel students to enter these courses.  The district encourages all students to choose college 
preparatory classes, advanced program offerings and other courses that will be challenging and open doors 
for your future endeavors. 

As an engaged, responsible student, you should always consult your teachers, advisor, and/or counselor if you 
have any concerns or questions regarding your academic work, career choices, or personal well-being.  Stay 
in regular contact with your advisor or counselor so that you are always kept informed of your graduation 
status, scholarship opportunities, job placements, and other enrichment or support programs that can help 
you succeed.

The faculty and staff of the school district are here to support you and wish you a successful high school 
experience.  Have a wonderful year!

Sincerely,

Sandra Lyon,  
Superintendent



DISTRICT MISSION
Extraordinary achievement for ALL students while simultaneously closing the achievement gap.

VISION STATEMENT
As a community of learners, the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District works together in a nurturing 

environment to help students be visionary, versatile thinkers; resourceful, life-long learners; effective, multilingual 
communicators and global citizens.  We are a richly varied community that values the contributions of all its 

members and strives to promote social justice.  We exist to prepare all students in their pursuit  
of academic achievement and personal health and to support and encourage them in their  

development of intellectual, artistic, technological, physical and social expression.

BELIEFS
 �We believe in equality of opportunity and equitable access to an excellent education for all students.
 �We believe that students, families, teachers & support staff share in the responsibility for each child’s learning.
 �We believe that safe, clean, and functional school and district facilities are conducive to learning.
 �We believe intelligence is learned and effort creates ability.
 �We believe all children are capable of developing intelligence when they are offered proper instruction and 

the educational support and/or interventions to meet their specific learning needs.
 �We believe that in partnership with students and families, teachers and district staff, we:

• Are committed to students and their own learning.
• Are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning.
• Are responsible for developing intelligence in students.
• Think systemically about their practice and learn from experience.
• Know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects to students.

 �We believe that teachers and principals are lead members of our learning community.
 �We believe two-way accountability between school site credentialed and classified staff and Central Office 

teams promotes a culture of shared responsibility for student learning. Central Office teams must have their 
goals and accountability system linked to providing support to the work of teachers and site leaders.

 �We believe resources must be aligned to the goals and strategies for increasing student achievement for all 
while closing the achievement gap.

 �We believe all members of the district should strive to eliminate all forms of discrimination, including: actual 
or perceived sex, age, ancestry, color, ethnic group identification, gender, mental and/or physical disability, 
national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation, and a person’s association with a person or group with one 
or more these actual or perceived characteristics. 

 �We believe that the district should operate within responsible financial boundaries that include future fiscal 
planning which reflects instructional priorities and aggressively seeks available funding sources.

 �We believe high standards and expectations for all our students promote rigorous learning environments.
 �We believe acceptance, appreciation of and connection with the diversity of students and families in 

SMMUSD are essential for effective teaching and learning.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

REGISTRATION, CREDITS, GRADES AND COURSEWORK

Choosing Classes/Annual Registration:  Students are given the opportunity in the spring of 
each school year to select courses for the following year.  It is important that courses be selected in 

cooperation with the student’s parent, and with high school graduation requirements and career 
objectives in mind.  Course selection represents a commitment on the part of the student that he 
or she will satisfactorily complete the schedule of classes chosen.  Students should check carefully 
to ensure that they have taken the proper prerequisites for each course selected. 

Dropping/Adding/Transferring Classes:  Within the first three weeks of the semester, 
students may drop a course by meeting with their advisors/counselors to discuss the impact of such a 

decision.  Dropping a class during the fourth and fifth week of the semester may only be done with the 
administrator’s review.  A student who drops a course after the first nine (9) weeks of the semester shall receive a Withdrawal-
Fail (WF) grade on his/her permanent record, unless otherwise decided by the principal or designee because of extenuating 
circumstances.  The grade earned at the time of drop shall be carried to the next class unless the student is assigned to a 
completely different subject (e.g. AP to Honors, Honors to College Prep, AP to College Prep).

Course programs are created for the year.  Students are expected to remain in the courses selected.  Changes to course 
programs will be done only in the following cases: 1) computer/school error; 2) course work completed in the summer 
(with administrator/counselor approval); 3) student does not have prerequisite for the class; or 4) teacher recommendation.  
Course programs are never changed for period or teacher preference.  Requests for a schedule change MUST be turned in 
during the first three (3) weeks of each semester.  No changes will be made after this period; courses dropped after the ninth 
week of each semester will appear on the student’s official transcript as a WF.

Units of Credit:  Credit for each course a student takes will be earned at the end of each semester.  For most courses, 
five (5) credits will be earned for each semester passed with a “D’ or higher.  It is recommended that students make up the 
“D” if they are planning to attend college.  No credit is earned for failed courses and an “F” is counted as part of the student’s 
grade point average (GPA). 

Grading:  When grades are given for any course of instruction taught in the school district, the grade given to each pupil 
shall be the grade determined by the teacher of the course and the determination of the pupil’s grade by the teacher, in the 
absence of clerical or mechanical/technological mistake, fraud, bad faith, or incompetency, shall be final.

Progress reports are issued every six weeks of each semester and reflect a student’s course achievement including daily 
participation in class, homework, tests, quizzes (written and oral), reports, other assignments, and teacher’s comments.  
All “Student Grade Reports” are mailed home.  Final letter grades represent the degree to which a student has achieved an 
established set of course objectives, content mastery, and performance standards.  Semester grades become a part of the 
student’s permanent record and the official calculation of the grade point average (GPA).  

Grade Point Average (GPA) Calculation:  A student’s GPA is calculated based on points granted per letter grade 
earned as follows: A = 4, B = 3, C = 2, D = 1, F = 0 (A = excellent, B= good, C = average, D = poor, and F = failed).  A stu-
dent’s GPA may determine eligibility to obtain a work permit, to participate in sports and other school activities.  It is also a 
significant factor in applying for colleges, specialized schools, careers, and jobs.  No additional point value is added to grades 
at any time including Honors and AP courses.

Access to Student’s Grades:  Pinnacle is an electronic grade book used by teachers to enter student grades.  This 
grade book can be accessed by parents and students via the Pinnacle Internet Viewer found under “Parents” on the school’s 
website.  Parents need a special code (PIN) to see their student’s grade online.  PIN codes are available in the school’s office 
or from the student’s advisor/counselor.

Ranking of Students:  Students are not ranked in the District’s schools; however, for college applications, the school 
does release GPA percentage ranges for determining approximate rankings; for example, top 1%, top 5%, top 20%, etc.

Participation in Athletics: Students who participate in athletics must maintain a 2.0 GPA (a “C” average) at each 
grading period. 
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Minimum Grade:  Some courses recommend a “minimum grade” to continue to another level.  Those are identified in 
the course descriptions, included in this planner.

Repeated Courses:  Students may repeat a course to improve a grade; however, units of credit will not be awarded in the 
repeated course unless it improves an “F.”   When a student repeats a class, both grades for that course are included in the 
GPA calculation.  All grades for all academic courses completed in grades 9, 10, and 11 must be reported to the University 
of California if the student chooses to apply for admissions.  If a course is repeated, both the initial and repeated course and 
grades must be shown.

Coursework:  All courses offered within the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District aim to meet the needs and in-
terests of all students.  AB 428 (2007) requires that the district notify the students which courses satisfy the subject require-
ments for admission to the California State University and the University of California.  These courses are denoted in the 
course description in the back of this handbook.  English language learners are not denied access to educational opportunities 
to Gifted and Talented Education, Advanced Placement and honors classes, based on English proficiency status.

Advanced Placement (AP) and Honors (HP) Courses:  Students are welcome and encouraged to enroll in aca-
demically rigorous programs of study -- advanced placement and honors courses.  There are prerequisites for enrollment in 
these programs (teacher recommendation and/or placement exams).  Students in these programs are expected to attend for 
the entire duration of the program (a school year, for example).  They are also expected and strongly encouraged to take the 
Advanced Placement (AP) examinations as part of the requirement for enrollment.  AP examinations require a fee but there 
are examination fee waivers for eligible students.  Please see your advisors/counselors for more information.  A complete list 
of our high schools’ UC approved AP and Honors courses can be found at www.ucop.edu/doorways. 

A. Honors Courses
Honors courses are offered in English, Mathematics and Science beginning in the 9th 
grade.  These courses carry a designation of “HP” in the course descriptions.  Students 
can gain access to honors courses via teacher recommendation, placement exams, or 
by meeting other requirements set by the departments.  In addition, students who 
might not have received a recommendation, passed a placement exam, or met other 
department requirements may be eligible to enroll in the honors courses via a waiver 
policy with their parents’ consent.  Waivers are available from student’s advisor/
counselor.  Students must be familiar with waiver deadlines at the respective school.

The University of California (UC) assigns extra weight to grades received in honors 
courses to encourage students to undertake more challenging course work.  The UC 
uses a very specific and narrow definition of honors level work that often differs from 
various honors programs offered by high schools.  Acceptable UC certified honors level courses are specialized, college 
level courses – such as those offered through the International Baccalaureate (IB) and Advanced Placement (AP) programs 
– normally offered to students in grades 11 and 12.  As a policy, the UC does not certify 9th and 10th grade level courses as 
honors courses because they do not meet these requirements (exceptions are Chemistry HP, Pre-Calculus HP and Marine 
Biology HP)

B. Advanced Placement Courses
The College Board established the Advanced Placement (AP) Program over 40 years ago.  AP consists of college level 
courses in 21 subject areas that high school students may substitute for the regular curriculum.  Advanced Placement 
programs provide incentives for public high schools to facilitate access to rigorous, college level courses for interested and 
prepared students.  As such, high school students may pursue college level work while still in the secondary school set-
ting and receive college credit and advanced academic standing.  To receive college credit for AP courses, students should 
contact the individual colleges regarding their requirement for an acceptable score on the AP exams and the process in 
which the students may receive those credits.  Colleges and universities that accept AP scores ask for at least a “3” on a 
1 to 5 scale, 5 is highest 1 is lowest, on the AP exams which occur in the month of May.  However, some colleges choose 
not to grant credits for AP courses.

Prerequisites may be required for enrollment in any AP courses; sometimes an application is required.  Certain AP classes 
are limited to 11th and 12th graders.  Students who are enrolled in AP courses are expected and strongly encouraged to 
take the AP exams.  Advanced Placement Exams are taken in late spring.  Students may seek financial assistance to pay for 
their AP tests through their teachers or advisors/counselors.
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Immersion Program at High School:  Santa Monica High School is proud to be one of a select number of schools 
across the nation that offers an Immersion Program. Immersion classes at SAMOHI are part of a K-12 Spanish Dual Language 
Program through which students develop high levels of proficiency in all dimensions of language – listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. The goal of the Immersion Program is for all participants to become bilingual and bi-literate through mastery of 
challenging curriculum in both Spanish and English. 

Students who participate in Immersion classes are held to the same level of academic rigor as students in non-Immersion classes. 
The content, scope, sequence, and standards of Immersion courses are identical to their English course counterparts. Immer-
sion students have the additional rigor of Spanish language development integrated into the instructional experience. Immersion 
classes are currently offered in Math, History/ Social Studies, and upper and native level Spanish.  Most of the students in the Im-
mersion program have been participating in the program since elementary school at Edison Language Academy or other similar 
programs in other districts.  The Immersion program is for students whose primary language is either English or Spanish.

Physical Education (PE) Requirements:  Based on Education Code 60800, all 9th grade students must take the FIT-
NESSGRAM test including students on independent study and students with disabilities (as specified in their individualized 
education plan or Section 504 accommodation plan) and students participating in the District’s independent study programs.  
The FITNESSGRAM is administered by District employees between February 1 and May 31 each year. The FITNESSGRAM 
measures six fitness areas: aerobic capacity, body composition, abdominal strength and endurance, trunk extensor strength 
and flexibility, upper body strength and endurance, and flexibility.  

In order for students to receive PE credit for coursework, the courses must include the eight (8) areas of PE instruction (in-
cluding the independent study PE instruction): effects of physical activity upon dynamic health, mechanics of body movement, 
aquatics, gymnastics & tumbling, individual & dual sports, rhythms & dance, team sports and combatives.  All high school 
students must take at least two years of PE to meet graduation requirements.  Currently, “PE-Sports” meets the PE re-
quirements.  Education Code requires four years of physical education.  However, school districts have the ability to exempt 
students from two years of physical education under specific conditions.  Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District has 
a two-year permanent exemption.

Taking Courses at Other High Schools/Academic Settings Including On-Line Courses:  Students may 
need to take courses during the summer or in the evening for a variety of reasons.  Administrative approval of courses taken 
at another high school or a different academic setting is required prior to enrolling in the course.  Course work taken at 
other institutions must meet certain standards if students wish to have the credits count towards meeting requirements for 
high school graduation.  Students and parents must plan ahead when considering these alternatives since courses fill rapidly, 
and deposits may have to be forfeited if courses do not meet with administrative approval.  Please note that all such course 
work is to be taken at an institution or agency accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), 
another accrediting commission, or District sanctioned alternative program(s).  

Students shall consult with school administration regarding on-line course policy and procedures prior to signing up and 
paying for the coursework.  To date, the University of California has approved one online provider – National University 
Virtual High School – and is in discussions with other providers.  The University of California will continue to accept any 
pre-approved courses offered by UCCP (for 2009-2010) and/or Cyber High, and also will recognize the completion of other 
college-preparatory online courses if the high school principal certifies that a course is comparable to college preparatory 
curriculum and ensures that the course and associated grades and credits are listed on the student’s transcript.

No more than a total of forty (40) semester periods for the entire high school career of online instruction are credited to a 
student towards graduation unless otherwise approved by the principal.

Taking Courses at Santa Monica College & Other Community Colleges or Four-Year Colleges:  It is pos-
sible for high school students in grades 9-12 to take courses at community colleges as well as four-year colleges/universities concur-
rently for advanced scholastic or vocational work.  These college level courses can provide great depth, breadth, and variety for 
motivated students.  Students wishing to attend a community college must obtain administrative approval and parental consent.

Enrollment at Santa Monica College:  Students must obtain the “Approval Form -- High School Concurrent Enroll-
ment Program” from their advisors/counselors.  The form must be completed and signed by the parent, the advisor/counselor, 
and the administrator.  Students shall take the forms to Santa Monica College’s Admissions Office to obtain an appointment 
for enrollment.  Enrollment can occur either online or via telephone.  Students are responsible for any fees associ-
ated with coursework including the cost of books and other instructional materials.  Enrollment fee is waived for 
concurrent and dual enrollment students.  New students will need to take the placement exams in English and Mathematics.  
High school students are limited to taking a maximum of six (6) units or two (2) courses per term at Santa Monica College.  
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High school students should be made aware of the requirements for enrollment and placement exams.  Information regarding 
enrollment at Santa Monica College is accessible via the Internet, www.smc.edu.

Grades from the Community Colleges and/or Four-Year Colleges:  Grades are not sent automatically.  It 
is the responsibility of the student to make sure the grades are submitted to the advisors/counselors upon completing the 
course.  A student must request that the grades be mailed to the high school advisor/counselor in order for the course 
credits to be posted on the transcript.  The official transcripts must be sealed and must be opened only by the high school 
records office.  While the grades the students receive will carry the same GPA as if they have taken the courses at the local 
high schools, some colleges give an extra grade point for classes taken at a community college or a four-year college.  In 
addition, these courses may be transferred to colleges and students may be able to get college credit in addition to high 
school credit.

Once the grades are submitted, they are entered into the student’s transcript as the official grades for the students earned 
from the community colleges and/or four-year colleges.  These grades shall remain on the student’s official high school 
transcript.

Units of Credit from Santa Monica College and Other Community Colleges or Four-Year Colleges: 
The following is the calculation of semester college units to high school credits:

Less than 1 semester college unit = to be reviewed by counselor to determine high school credit allocation
1 - 2 semester college units = 5 high school credits
3 - 5 semester college units = 10 high school credits
More than 5 semester college units = to be reviewed by counselor to determine high school credit allocation

The following is the calculation of quarter college units to high school credits:
Less than 1 quarter college unit = to be reviewed by counselor to determine high school credit allocation
1 - 3 quarter college units = 5 high school credits
More than 4 quarter college units = 10 high school credits

Students may be required to take additional courses in order to fulfill certain high school graduation requirements, as ad-
ditional coursework may be necessary in order to meet curriculum requirements prescribed by the California Grade and 
Content Standards (e.g. World History, U.S. History).

Recommended Grade Level according to Credits Earned:  In order to remain on pace for graduation, students 
are advised to meet the following credit and grade classification.

Credit	 Grade Classification

0 - 60	 Grade 9 (freshman) 
60 - 120	 Grade 10 (sophomore) 
120 - 180	 Grade 11 (junior) 
180 - 220	 Grade 12 (senior)

Student may graduate with more than 220 credits.

CURRICULUM AND CONTENT STANDARDS
The California State Department of Education (CDE) has created content standards for grades K-12 in the subject matters 
that are required of the students.  These content standards are posted on the CDE website in both English and Spanish at 
www.cde.ca.gov/standards/.  The students are expected to meet these standards and demonstrate proficiency on state as-
sessments including the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE). 

SCHOOL AND CLASS ATTENDANCE
All persons under 18 years of age who have not graduated from high school are required by state law to attend school for 
a minimum of 360 minutes a day. Most students attend a six-period day.  A seven-period day option may be available.  Six 
periods are required for at least four semesters in order to reach the 220-credit graduation requirement.
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Students are expected to attend each of their scheduled classes promptly and regularly.  Regular attendance is one of the 
greatest contributing factors to success in school.  Absences should be avoided whenever possible.

School attendance is mandatory in order for students to earn credits towards graduation. 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) AND  
REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAM (ROP)

Career and Technical Education (CTE) is a program of study that involves a multiyear sequence of courses that integrates 
core academic knowledge with technical and occupational knowledge to provide students with a pathway to postsecondary 
education and careers.  There are many different programs that are provided through different programs and opportunities.  
Students  enrolled in the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District have the opportunities to participate in the Los Angles 
County Regional Occupational Program (LACOROP).  To enroll into the LACOROP, the student must be 16 years of age or 
older and at least a junior in high school (sophomores may enroll in career pathways or career academies).  The LACOROP 
maintains a continuing effort to determine and meet both the career objectives of students and the labor market needs in 
Los Angles County.  In addition, the ROP works with community colleges, business and industry, labor organizations, and 
employment agencies in planning, developing, and maintaining work preparation training programs at convenient locations 
and times.  Participation in the ROP enhances students’ career opportunities.  ROP training 
provides students with self-satisfaction and a sense of pride, as well as entry-level job skills 
to obtain, maintain, and advance in their chosen career area.

Interested students can obtain a copy of the course schedule at the high school ROP office.  
Students should contact the ROP counselor for guidance to complete the enrollment 
procedure.  High school students are accepted into LACOROP classes free of charge.  All 
classes count toward high school graduation requirements. 

The District is continuing to develop career and technical education programs to serve our 
students.  An articulation and collaborative effort is being made with programs at Santa 
Monica College.  

For more information regarding Career Technical Education, please visit the California 
State Department of Education at www.cde.ca.gov/ci/ct/.  

OTHER EDUCATIONAL OPTIONS
Multiple avenues of study are available to meet individual student academic needs while enrolled at the high schools in the 
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District.  The following are the options for high school students:

A. Continuation High School
Olympic Continuation High School serves students sixteen years of age and older who have not graduated from high 
school, are at risk of not graduating and are not exempt from compulsory school attendance.  Transferring to a continua-
tion high school is voluntary and the student and his/her parents/guardians shall request the home school for participation 
in the school.  Olympic is a high school diploma program.  Students enrolled in continuation education programs are typi-
cally credit deficient or in need of a flexible schedule due to employment, family obligation, and/or other critical needs.  A 
minimum day of a continuation education is 180 minutes.  However, Olympic High School offers a full-day instruction to 
students and requires 220 credits for graduation.  Continuation education emphasizes guidance, career orientation, and/or 
a work-study schedule.  Supplemental programs and services include independent study, Regional Occupational Centers/
programs, career counseling, job placement, and apprenticeships.

B. Home and Hospital Instruction
The District provides home and hospital instruction to maintain instructional continuity during a student’s temporary 
disability.  The Home and Hospital Instruction Program serves students who incur a temporary disability, which makes 
attendance in the regular day classes or alternative education program impossible or inadvisable.  The district in which the 
home or residential health facility is located is responsible for instructing and educating students who must be hospitalized 
or remain at home due to a temporary but extended illness or disability.  The goal of home or hospital instruction should 
be maintenance of the student’s former level of performance while recovering.
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C. Independent Study
Independent Study is an alternative instructional strategy, not an alter-
native curriculum.  Students and their parents/guardians may request 
to participate in the program due to various reasons.  In this program, 
students work independently according to a written agreement and 
under the general supervision of a credentialed teacher.  While inde-
pendent study students follow the District-adopted curriculum and 
meet the District graduation requirements, independent study has the 
flexibility to meet individual student needs, interests, and styles of 
learning.  State law provides that the education students receive using 
independent study should be at least equal in quality and quantity to 
that offered in the classroom.
Independent Study PE:  Students may participate in an independent 
study PE program in grades 10 – 12 by engaging in club sports and oth-
er related sports and fitness activities.   All students must participate 
in 400 minutes of PE for every 10 school days unless they qualify for a 
board approved exemptions.  PE activities must include eight areas of 
PE instruction:  effects of physical activity upon dynamic health, me-
chanics of body movement, aquatics, gymnastics and tumbling, individ-
ual and dual sports, rhythms and dance, team sports and combatives.  
Approval for independent study PE must be obtained from the school 
administration. Students participating in a regular school-sponsored interscholastic athletic program carried on wholly or 
partially after regular school hours are exempt from attending courses of physical education.  Students on independent 
study PE must take the FITNESSGRAM test at the required grade level(s).

D. Off Campus Learning Center (OCLC)
The Office Campus Learning Center (OCLC) is designed to provide the district’s middle and high school students with al-
ternative placement in a small but more structured learning environment for them to receive the district’s core curriculum 
with the ultimate goal of returning them to the home school  Program services offered at the OCLC will include indepen-
dent study, opportunity classes as well as services for students with special needs and placed there through an IEP process 
if the OCLC is deemed appropriate for the students.  Additionally, students may be referred via School Attendance Review 
Team (SARB), expulsion hearing panel, and a District Transfer Committee.

E. Re-admittance To Home School for Graduation
When a student attends the Off Campus Learning Center or Olympic Continuation High School and wants to graduate 
with a diploma from Santa Monica High School or Malibu High School, the student must attend the final semester of his/her 
senior year and meet all graduation requirements including passing the CAHSEE and take at least three (3) core subjects 
and an elective class even if the student has already fulfilled all high school core requirements.
Independent Study Program students remain students of their home schools while enrolled in the program.  They earn the 
respective high school’s independent study program diploma, and participate in the graduation ceremonies of their home 
school.
Students, who complete their high school careers at the Off Campus Learning Center but wish to participate in the gradu-
ation ceremony at the high school of their residence, may do so.  However, they will receive their high school diploma 
from the District.
Students who complete their high school careers at Olympic Continuation High School will participate in the Olympic 
Continuation High School graduation ceremonies and receive an Olympic Continuation High School diploma.
Junior and Senior students in good standing both academically and behaviorally from alternative schools/programs may 
participate in the prom of the high school of their residence with administrative approval from both schools.

F. Adult Education Center Programs
The District provides adult education programs to support students who wish to obtain a high school diploma or a Gen-
eral Education Development (GED) Certificate and who are approaching or are beyond the age of 18 and who desire an 
alternative location.  Other programs offered at the Adult Education location include English as a Second Language, Citi-
zenship, basic vocational training and other classes of interest to the adult students of the District.
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STATE STANDARDIZED TESTING AND REPORTING (STAR)
The state of California mandates the statewide testing for grades 2 – 11 for all students attending California public schools.  
These tests measure assess the students’ progress in mastering state curricular content standards.  The goal for the students 
is to score at the “proficient” and “advanced” levels.  These assessments also provide the district with information to improve 
instructional services to all students.  Colleges and universities often use the outcome of these assessments as a gauge to 
determine the quality of instruction at individual schools.  It is important that high school students take these tests seriously.  
Imbedded in these assessments is the Early Assessment Program (EAP) for 11th graders that provides the students with infor-
mation regarding their readiness for college level English and Mathematics instruction.

CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAM (CAHSEE)
All California public school students must pass the CAHSEE in both English/Language Arts and Mathematics in order to re-
ceive a high school diploma.  This requirement is authorized by Education Code 60850.  Students have multiple opportunities 
to take and pass the exam.  Tutoring and summer programs are available to prepare students to pass the exam.   A score of 
350 or above is needed to pass each portion of the test.

A. Testing Options for Tenth Graders
Tenth graders may only take the CAHSEE once while in the tenth grade, and only during one of the test administration 
dates designated by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.  Tenth graders who are absent during the scheduled 
administration of the examination must be provided with a make-up opportunity in May.

B. Testing Options for Eleventh and Twelfth Graders
Students in grade 11 who have not yet passed one or both sections of the CAHSEE have up to two times per school year 
to take the part(s) of the exam not previously passed. These testing opportunities for grade 11 must not be successive 
administrations in order to allow enough time between administrations to receive score reports and provide supplemental 
instruction.   Students in grade 12 and adult students who have not yet passed one or both sections of the CAHSEE have up 
to three times per school year to take the part(s) of the exam not previously passed. Students may have one opportunity 
to pass the examination after completion of all other graduation requirements.

Students who have not passed one or both parts of the CAHSEE at the end of grade twelve but have completed their other 
required coursework and programs will have the opportunity to receive intensive instruction (e.g. CAHSEE preparation) and 
services as needed based on the results of the diagnostic assessment and prior results on the high school exit examination, 
for up to two consecutive academic years or until the pupil has passed both parts of the CAHSEE, whichever comes first.  
Students can receive the intensive instruction and services at their home high school, continuation high school, adult school, 
or a community college campus that offers them.

ABX4 2 (2009) exempts students with disabilities from the requirement of passing the CAHSEE to obtain a high school di-
ploma.  To be eligible for the CAHSEE exemption, the student must have an IEP or Section 504 Plan that indicates he/she “is 
scheduled to receive a high school diploma, and that the pupil has satisfied or will satisfy all other state and local requirements 
for the receipt of a high school diploma, on or after July 1.  This exemption shall continue until the State Board of Educa-
tion implements alternative means for students with disabilities to show that they have achieved the same level of academic 
achievement as students passing the CAHSEE, unless such means are not feasible.  Students who are eligible for the exemp-
tion are still required to take the CAHSEE during the tenth grade to comply with the federal No Child Left Behind Act.

CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL PROFICIENCY EXAMINATION (CHSPE) 
Legislation provides that persons 16 year old and over may be exempted from compulsory school attendance if they have 
demonstrated satisfactory proficiency in the California High School Proficiency Examination (CHSPE) as prescribed by the 
State Department of Education. Students who pass the examination will receive a “Certificate of Proficiency” and be allowed 
to end secondary schooling with written parental consent. Students who terminate their high school courses will not be 
permitted to go through graduation ceremonies. Students who elect to continue their education, even though they have 
received a “Certificate of Proficiency,” may take part in the graduation ceremonies, assuming the regular graduation require-
ments have been met. 
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SUMMER SCHOOL
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District offers a six-week summer school that typically starts the week after the regular 
school year ends.  Summer school provides students an opportunity to repeat classes and correct deficiencies in their course 
work as well as participate in CAHSEE intervention sessions for students who need to pass both parts of CAHSEE.  From 
time to time, the District may collaborate with other agencies to offer enrichment or course advancing programs (e.g. dual 
or concurrent enrollment offered by a community college, the SMM Education Foundation, etc.).  All summer school work 
needs prior approval from the school counselors.  Registration begins in the spring semester.  

SUMMER READING LISTS
The Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District requires summer readings for all continuing students.  Books are expected 
to be read prior to the first day of classes in the fall.  Lists of approved books are made available each spring via the English 
classes as well as posted on the individual school’s website.

The reading list will be given to students by the end of each school year.  Additional notifications will be sent home via emails 
and voice mails to parents regarding how to access the list from the school or online.  The reading list is also available at the 
public libraries in Santa Monica and Malibu.  If there is a question regarding this, students and parents should contact the 
school for more information and assistance.  

GUIDANCE/COUNSELING PROGRAM SERVICES 
The advisors and counselors at Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District’s high schools are committed to implementing 
a comprehensive guidance program in educational counseling, career planning, and personal counseling.  Each student and 
parent can expect the following services: 

Educational Counseling: 
 �Ninth grade pre-enrollment orientation for parents and students 
 �Registration, appropriate scheduling, programming, and remediation as needed 
 �Proficiency and achievement testing interpretation and parent conferencing 
 �Special progress reports by parent request 
 �College information activities for students and parents 
 �Information about student’s progress toward graduation, credit/subject deficiencies, for students and parents 
 �Pre-college information
 �Financial aid information 
 �Meeting with college representatives 
 �Pre-college testing information, PSAT, ACT, SAT I and II 
 �Scholarship information 

Career Counseling and Planning: 
 �Assistance in the student’s search for a career technical and/or vocational 

direction 
 �College and Career Center: LACOROP, apprenticeship, work experience, 

job placement, computerized college and career information
 �Annual career based assessments of interest abilities, aptitudes and skills 

Personal Counseling:
 �Counseling assistance, crisis intervention, and referral information for special needs of parents and students
 �Student support programs in collaboration with school, district and community based programs and services 

Counseling appointments may be made by contacting the respective advisor/counselor.  Advisors/Counselors are available 
during the regular school day.  However, appointments may be scheduled before school, after school, during student lunch, 
or during class if student has permission from his/her teacher. 
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Middle and High School Supplemental Counseling Program requires that each pupil and/or his/her parents/guardians in 
grades 7-12 meet with a credentialed counselor to review their academic and deportment records to ensure that students 
are meeting proficiency levels (proficient and advanced) and are able to pass the California High School Exit Exams  
(CAHSEE).  All middle schools provide counseling services to students from the 6th grade.

STUDENT DEPORTMENT

Student Behavior Expectations
Students are expected to attend school and classes regularly and on time.  Students are expected to respect the adults 
and their peers in their classes and school and school sponsored activities.  Students should be familiar with the discipline 
policies of the District and the school as well as in the classroom, in particular, the policies regarding substance abuse, 
bullying, hate crime, and harassment.  Violation of these policies may result in disciplinary action up to and including expulsion  
from the District.

Sexual Harassment
The Board of Education prohibits sexual harassment of any student by any person.  Sexual harassment is any kind of sexual 
behavior that is unwelcome and/or inappropriate for the school and work place. Sexual harassment can include verbal 
harassment (i.e. derogatory comments or dirty jokes under the right circumstances), visual harassment (i.e. derogatory or 
embarrassing posters, cartoons, drawing, etc.), physical harassment, and sexual favors (i.e. sexual advances, confrontation 
with sexual demands.).  Sexual harassment also includes animosity that is gender-based and a sexually charged environment. 
In the work place, sexual harassment can come from the owner, supervisor, manager, lead person, foreperson, co-worker 
and/or customer.  In schools, sexual harassment can come from anyone in the school setting. 

Any student who engages in sexual harassment may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion.  Any 
employee who permits or engages in sexual harassment may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including dismissal.  
The Board expects students and/or staff to report incidents of sexual harassment as soon as possible to the principal or to 
a responsible member of the staff who will help the complainant make a formal complaint.  Complaints of sexual harassment 
can be filed in accordance with the District’s Uniform Complaint Procedures.  A complainant filing a written complaint al-
leging violations of prohibited discrimination may also pursue civil law remedies, including, but not limited to, injunctions, 
restraining orders, or other remedies or orders.

The District prohibits retaliatory behavior against any complainant or any participant in the complaint process.  Each  
complaint of sexual harassment shall be promptly investigated in a way that respects the privacy of all parties concerned.  

Complaints may be filed with the school administration as well as the District’s Title IX Coordinator, Marolyn Freedman, 
Director of Pupil Services, Santa Monica Unified School District, 1651 16th Street, Santa Monica, California 90404.  Telephone 
No. 310-450-8338, ext. 375.

Student Use of Technology and Cyber Bullying
Students may access the internet on district computers for educational purposes only. District computers may be monitored 
for compliance with this rule. Students shall not use district equipment or any electronic communication device, during 
school hours, school sponsored activity on or off campus, to convey a message in any form, text, image, audio, or video, that 
causes or threatens to cause substantial disruption to student learning or creates an educational environment for any student 
that is intimidating, threatening, abusive, or hostile and impairs a student’s ability to participate or benefit from an educational 
program or activity.  Students who violate the rules for internet or electronic communication on campus or off campus at 
school sponsored activities are subject to disciplinary action.  Electronic based activity that disrupts the educational process 
even outside school hours, may result in disciplinary action.
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

The Board of Education requires that all students participating in the graduation ceremony must first have completed all pre-
requisites for graduation. It is understood that satisfactory citizenship is part of the participation requirements.  Students must 
successfully complete 160 credits of Basic Program of Required Courses and 60 elective credits.

Course Subject Content Credits

English/Language Arts Both Reading and Writing components, including English 
Language Development and English 40

Mathematics Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry, 
Calculus, Statistics, and others 30

Science Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Marine Biology, Physiology & others 
(at least one year of life science, and one year of physical science) 20

History/Social Science World History, US History, U.S. Government, Economics 30

Physical Education PE, Dance, Sports/Athletics, Marching Band 20

Visual or Performing 
Arts/Language

Dance, Drama, Theater, Music, Visual Art, Speech, Debate, 
Spanish, French, German, Latin, Japanese, and others 10

Freshman Seminar Freshman Seminar, Health 10

Electives Can include ROP and other core area classes 60

CAHSEE Must pass both English/Language Arts & Mathematics N/A

Total Credits 220
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SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Four-Year Plan

Grade Level 1st Semester 2nd Semester Current Credits Earned Total Needed

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

Total 220

Please write in and/or check off the courses you’ve taken and grades/credits earned.

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

Course Name Course Name Course Name Course Name

Total Credits Earned Total Credits Earned Total Credits Earned Total Credits Earned

Credits Needed Credits Needed Credits Needed Credits Needed
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California High School Exit Exam Notes:

Attempt Date English/Language Arts Result Mathematics Result
1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

High School Academic and Career Planning Sheet

My career goal is:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

In order to achieve my career goal, I must first do the following at the high school:  ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

After having achieved part of my goal at the high school, I will proceed to completely fulfill my career goal by:  ____________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Other Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Recommended Student  
Placement & Rigorous Coursework

“meeting a-g” “meeting and exceeding a-g”

SUMMER ENRICHMENT SUMMER ENRICHMENT
 9th Grade  9th Grade 

 English 9 P or ELD  English 9 HP 

 Algebra I P  Geometry P/HP

 Biology P  Biology HP

 Freshman Seminar  Freshman Seminar

 Physical Education/Sport  Physical Education/Sport

 Foreign Language  Foreign Language

SUMMER SUMMER 
 10th grade  10th Grade 

 English 10 P or ELD  English 10 HP

 Geometry P  Geometry HP/Algebra II

 Chemistry P  Chemistry P/HP

 World History P  World History P/HP

 Foreign Language  Foreign Language

 Physical Education/Sport  Physical Education/Sport

SUMMER SUMMER 
 11th grade  11th Grade 

 English 11 P or ELD  English 11 AP

 Algebra II P  Pre-Calculus P/HP

 Physics P  Physics, Marine Biology HP, Biology AP, Chemistry AP, Physiology

 US History P  US History AP

 Foreign Language/Visual & Performing Arts  Foreign Language/Visual & Performing Arts

 Elective/Sports/ROP  Elective/Sports/ROP

SUMMER SUMMER
 12th Grade  12th Grade 

 English 12 P or ELD  English 12 AP

 Calculus AB/BC  Calculus AB/BC, Statistics AP

 U.S. Government/Economics  US Government/Economics AP

 Electives/Sports/ROP  Electives/Sports/ROP

 Electives/College Study  Electives/College Study
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COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
In California, there are several post-high school education opportunities. Among them are: (1) the California Community 
Colleges; (2) the California State University system; (3) the University of California; and (4) the privately supported indepen-
dent California colleges and universities. 

THE COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
California has state-supported, low tuition community colleges. Within the Los Angeles area there are: 

	 Cerritos Community College	 East Los Angeles College	 El Camino Community College
	 Long Beach City College	 Los Angeles Pierce College 	 Los Angeles City College
	 Los Angeles Southwest College 	 Los Angeles Harbor College 	 Los Angeles Trade-Technical College
	 Los Angeles Metropolitan College 	 Los Angeles Valley College 	 Los Angeles Mission College
	 Pasadena City College	 Rio Hondo College	 Santa Monica College
	 West Los Angeles College

The Community College provides: 
 �general education for all students 
 �a two-year Associate of Arts or Science Degree 
 �college academic program for students planning to transfer to a four-year college
 �occupational technical education for people seeking employment
 �remedial education for people seeking advanced degrees
 �education for the disadvantaged 
 �life-long education for residents of the community 

A. Entrance Requirements 

1. �Subject Requirements: There are no specific requirements. Any student may be admitted who is a high school 
graduate or has a certificate of proficiency, or is 18 years of age and shows sufficient “ability to benefit” by further 
education. 

2. Grade Requirements: No specific grade point average is required for admission. 
3. �Examination Requirements: All students must complete a college placement test in English and Mathematics be-

fore registration when enrolling for more than six units. Test results are used for placing students into the appropriate 
course. Admission to the college does not depend upon test results. 

B. Associate of Arts or Science Degree/Certificate 
For students who do not plan to attend four years of college, the 
community college offers two-year courses in a variety of vocational 
fields.  These programs lead to the Associate of Arts or Science 
Degree or a Certificate that is awarded for completion of an outlined 
two-year course of study.  
Some of these programs are: 

Accounting/Bookkeeper 	 Industrial Management
Computer Business Application	 Motorcycle Technology
Law Enforcement	 Nursing 
Graphic Design 	 Real Estate
Auto Body 	 Secretarial Training 
Automotive Technology	 Word Processing
Cosmetology Floral Design 	 Hospitality Industry
Grocery Merchandising 	 Dental Assisting
Early Childhood Education	 Animal Science

Please refer to the individual community college catalog for further information. 
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C. Transfer to a Four-year Institution 
Students may plan to transfer to a four-year school as a junior. Careful college planning should be undertaken.  Students 
must work closely with their advisor/counselor so that the transfer will occur without loss of credit or standing. Be in-
formed. The student must refer to the catalogues of both the four-year university and the community college in order to 
correlate transferable units/courses.
You are responsible for knowing the course requirements of the specific UC or CSU branch and major you have in mind.  
You should take courses marked as TRANSFERABLE to UC or CSU and be aware of prerequisites. 
It is strongly recommended that students complete at least a minimum of 56 transferable units in the two years and then 
apply for advanced standing as a junior in November of the year prior to going to the 4-year institution. 

D. Tuition
Check with the community college.  It is $20/unit as of January 2007. 

For more information regarding the community college system, please visit www.cccco.edu.

THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
Bakersfield, Cal-Poly Pomona, Cal-Poly San Luis Obispo, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward, 
Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, Sonoma, 
Stanislaus, and San Marcos (near San Diego), and Monterey Bay. 

The State Universities and Colleges provide instruction through the master’s degree. Some of these universities have joint 
doctorate programs with another University of California campus.  The State University System admits the upper one third of 
the California high school graduates. An applicant must be a graduate of a California high school or a legal resident for tuition 
purposes.  Nonresident students may be subjected to other requirements for admissions and tuition cost.

A. Entrance Requirements 

1. You will qualify for regular admission as a first-time freshman if you:

a) �are a high school graduate, or passing the California High School Proficiency Examination (CHSPE), or passing the 
General Education Development Program (GED), and

b) �have completed with a grade of C or better a minimum 15-unit pattern of courses; each unit is equal to a year of study 
in a subject area.

2. �Subject requirement: The CSU requires first-time freshman applicants to complete, with a grade of C or better in each 
course, the following comprehensive pattern of college preparatory study totaling 15 units. A “unit” is one year of study 
in high school: 

 ��2 years of History and Social Science (including 1 year of U.S. History or 1 semester of U.S. History and 1 semester 
of civics or American government and 1 year of social science)

 �4 years of College Preparatory (C.P.) English composition and Literature
 �3 years of C.P. Math (4 years is recommended) including Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra II, or higher mathematics (take 

one each year)
 �2 years of Lab Science (including 1 biological science and 1 physical science)
 �2 years of Language Other than English (2 years of the same language; American Sign Language is applicable – if a stu-

dent can demonstrate competency in a language other than English that is equivalent to or higher than that expected 
of students who have completed two years of language other than English study, the student may be allowed a waiver 
to the foreign language requirement)

 �1 year of Visual/Performing Arts (dance, drama or theater, music, or visual art)
 �1 year of college preparatory electives: English, history, agriculture, advanced math, lab science, foreign language, 

social studies, and visual/performing arts 
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Missing Courses: A high school student may make up the missing courses or improve courses earned “D” grades by 
taking summer school programs or in an adult school.  These courses must meet the “a-g” requirements in order for 
the student to qualify for admission.  Students may also take these courses at a college or earn an acceptable score on 
examinations such as the SAT subject examinations, AP examinations, or IB examinations.  Another alternative way of 
attending the CSU is to earn at least 60 units from a California Community College or other colleges and transfer as 
an upper-division transfer student where only the college performance is considered for admission.

Students with Disabilities: All freshman applicants are encouraged to complete 15 units of college preparatory 
subjects.  If a student is unable to complete certain subjects due to disability, the student should contact the Director 
of Disabled Student Services at the CSU campus that the student wishes to attend to receive further information 
regarding the student’s eligibility to attend the campus.

3. Either SAT I or ACT 

4. �GPA of 3.00 and above in the college prep “a-g” classes completed after the 9th grade and a resident of California ex-
empts a student from test requirements. (NOTE: Cal Poly San Luis Obispo does require tests.) 

B.  Additional Admissions Information 
1. �Additional GPA points for Honors or Advanced Placement courses up to 8 semesters (4 courses) taken in the junior 

and/or senior years.  A=5 pts, B=4 pts, C=3 pts, D=1 pt, F=zero pt 

2. �Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) 
Each CSU campus has an EOP for undergraduate students who are disadvantaged because of their economic or 
educational background which is determined by family and household income levels. 

3. �Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL): Admission requirement for undergraduates who have NOT attended 
at least 3 years of a U.S. secondary school. A minimum score of 500 is acceptable although individual campuses may 
require a higher score. 

C.  Curriculum 
The State University and Colleges offer courses leading to the Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Science and Master’s Degrees 
in over 200 academic areas. Pre-professional training and teaching credentials are available. Each student should consult 
the individual catalog and “Schedule of Classes” of the State University campus at which he/she wishes to enroll. 

D.  Application Period 

Students are encouraged to apply as soon as possible between November 1 and 30 of the preceding school year for fall 
semester/quarter enrollment. Applicants to “impacted” programs and campuses must apply in the first month of the filing 
period (November 1-30). 

E. Tuition

As per application.

For more information regarding the California State University, please visit the website at  
www.calstate.edu.

THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
All branches of the University except San Francisco offer liberal arts and professional courses of study. San Francisco is a gradu-
ate school only.  For up-to-date information, please check on the website: www.ucop.edu/doorways/guide. 

A. Branches of the University of California 
Berkeley 	 Irvine 	 Riverside	 Santa Barbara	 Davis
Los Angeles	 San Diego	 Santa Cruz 	 Merced

The University of California provides instruction through the doctoral degree at nine campuses throughout the University sys-
tem. Over 350 major academic areas of study are offered within the university system. The University of California admits the 
top twelve and a half percent of California high school graduates. 
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B. Entrance Requirements 
To be eligible for admission to the University you must meet the Subject, Scholarship, and Examination requirements 
described below. The following are the UC’s Comprehensive Review Factors for Freshman Applicants.
When campuses receive applications from more prospective freshman students than they can admit, they draw on the 14 
criteria below to select among qualified applicants. This process is called comprehensive review.  Keep in mind that the 
pool of students who apply to UC is different every year. The level of academic performance necessary for admission to 
a particular campus or major will vary, depending on the number of applicants and their academic qualifications, as well 
as the number of available spaces.

1. �Academic grade point average in all completed “a-g” courses, including additional points for completed University-
certified honors courses. 

2. Scores on the ACT Assessment plus Writing or SAT Reasoning Test, and two SAT Subject Tests. 

3. Number of, content of and performance in academic courses beyond the minimum “a-g” requirements. 

4. �Number of and performance in University-approved honors courses and Advanced Placement, International Baccalau-
reate and transferable college courses. 

5. �Identification by UC as being ranked in the top 4 percent of the student’s high school class at the end of his or her junior 
year (“eligible in the local context” or ELC). 

6. �Quality of the student’s senior-year program, as measured by the type and number of academic courses in progress or 
planned. 

7. Quality of the student’s academic performance relative to the educational opportunities available in his/her high 
school. 

8. Outstanding performance in one or more academic subject areas. 

9. Outstanding work in one or more special projects in any academic field of study. 

10. �Recent, marked improvement in academic performance, as demonstrated by academic GPA and the quality of course-
work completed or in progress. 

11. �Special talents, achievements and awards in a particular field, such as visual and performing arts, communication or 
athletic endeavors; special skills, such as demonstrated written and oral proficiency in other languages; special inter-
ests, such as intensive study and exploration of other cultures; experiences that demonstrate unusual promise for 
leadership, such as significant community service or significant participation in student government; or other significant 
experiences or achievements that demonstrate the student’s promise for contributing to the intellectual vitality of a 
campus. 

12. �Completion of special projects undertaken in the context of the student’s high school curriculum or in conjunction 
with special school events, projects or programs. 

13. Academic accomplishments in light of the student’s life experiences and special circumstances. 

14. Location of the student’s secondary school and residence. 

C. Subject Requirement: 
To satisfy this requirement, a student must (1) have completed a specific sequence of high school courses in the subjects 
listed in this section, and (2) have earned a grade point average defined by the Scholarship Requirement. 
These required courses are known as the “a-g subjects”. The grades earned in a-g subjects taken in the tenth and eleventh 
grades are the only grades the University will use to calculate the grade point average for admission. If a student takes 
more than the minimum required in the a-g subjects, the University will use only the highest grade or grades earned in 
each subject area. 
A student must take 15 units (a unit is one year) of high school work to complete the Subject Requirement. At least 7 of 
the 15 units must have been earned in courses taken during to last two years of high school. (A “unit” is one year of study 
in high school). It is beneficial to students to complete more than the required 15 units of academic work. If a student 
takes more than the minimum required in the a-f subjects, the University will use only the highest grade or grades earned 
in each subject area. The following is a list of required and recommended subjects to be taken in grades 9 through 12.  
The courses taken to fulfill the “a-g” requirements must be certified by the University of California and identified in the 
District’s course catalogue.
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“a-g” Subjects:
a. �History/Social Science - 2 years required. 

Two years, including one year of world history, cultures, and historical geography; and one year of U.S. history or 
one-half year of U.S. history and one-half year of civics or American government

b. �English - 4 years required. 
Four years of college preparatory English that include frequent and regular writing, and reading of classic and modern 
literature. No more than one of ESL-type courses can be used to meet this requirement.

c. �Mathematics - 3 years required, 4 years are strongly recommended.  
Three years of college preparatory mathematics that include the topics covered in elementary and advanced alge-
bra and two- and three-dimensional geometry. Approved integrated math courses may be used to fulfill part or all 
of these requirements, as may math courses taken in the seventh and eighth grades that your high school accepts as 
equivalent to its own math courses.

d. �Laboratory Science: 2 years required, 3 years recommended.  
Two years of laboratory science providing fundamental knowledge in at least two of these three foundational sub-
jects: biology, chemistry, and physics.  Advanced laboratory science classes that have biology, chemistry or physics as 
prerequisites and offer substantial additional material may be used to fulfill this requirement.  The final two years of 
an approved three-year integrated science program may be used to fulfill this requirement.

e. �Language other than English - 2 years required, 3 years recommended.  
Two years of the same language other than English. Courses should emphasize speaking and understanding, and in-
clude instruction in grammar, vocabulary, reading, composition, and culture.  Courses in languages other than English 
taken in the seventh and eighth grades may be used to fulfill part of this requirement if your high school accepts them 
as equivalent to its own courses.

f. �Visual and Performing Arts (VPA) - 1 year required. 
A single yearlong approved arts course from a single VPA discipline: dance, drama/theater, music or visual art.

g. �College Preparatory Electives - 1 year (two semesters) required.  
One year (two semesters), in addition to those required in “a-f” above, chosen from the following areas: visual and 
performing arts (non-introductory level courses), history, social science, English, advanced mathematics, laboratory 
science, and language other than English (a third year in the language used for the “e” requirement or two years of 
another language). 

D.  Scholarship Requirement 

The Scholarship Requirement defines the grade point average (GPA) you must attain in the “a-g” subjects described 
above and the test scores you must achieve to be eligible for admission to UC.  The University uses an Eligibility Index – a 
combination of GPA and test scores to determine if you meet this requirement.  The minimum GPA is 3.0 for California 
residents, 3.4 for nonresidents.

Honors and AP Courses: The University assigns extra points for up to eight semesters of University certified honors 
level and Advanced Placement courses taken in the last three years of high school: A=5 points, B=4 points, C=3 points. 
No more than two yearlong UC-approved honors courses taken in the 10th grade may be given extra points.  A grade of 
D in an honors or AP course does not earn extra points.  The courses must be in the following “a-g” subjects: history/
social science, English, advanced mathematics, laboratory science, language other than English, and visual and performing 
arts.  Also, they must be certified as honors courses by the UC.  In these subjects, as well as computer science, acceptable 
honors-level courses including AP courses, honors level and designated standard level International Baccalaureate courses, 
and college courses are transferable to the University.

D and F Grades: D and F grades in the “a-g” courses must be repeated to earn a grade of C or better in order to apply 
it toward the subject requirement. The original D or F grade will not be included in the GPA calculation, and the new 
grade will be used.  If you repeat a course in which you initially earned a grade of C, the second grade will not be used 
(therefore, it might not be necessary to repeat a “C” grade class).  Consult with your advisor/counselor to determine how 
these grades can be improved. 
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E.  Examination Requirement 

To satisfy this admission requirement, a student must submit scores from the standardized tests described in the next 
paragraph. If a student is applying for admission to the fall term, these tests should be taken by December of the senior 
year in high school. 
If a student does not take the tests, or if the scores are not reported directly to the admissions office, admission to the 
University may be delayed or even denied. You must submit the following test scores. 

a. �The ACT Assessment plus Writing or the SAT Reasoning Test.  The critical reading, writing and mathematics scores on 
the SAT must be from the same sitting.  If you take the ACT, you will be asked to report your scores on each section 
of the test as well as your composite score. 

b. �Two SAT Subject Tests:  These must be in two different areas, chosen from the following: English, history and social 
studies, mathematics (Level 2 only), science or language other than English.

F.  Admission by Examination Alone 
If the subject and scholarship requirements are not met, a student may be able to qualify for admission to the University 
by achieving specified high scores on the college admissions tests. See the University catalog for further information. 

G. The Personal Statement
The personal statement is an important part of your application for admission.  There are limitations to what grades and 
test scores can tell the University about an applicant.  The University uses your statement to learn more about you as an 
individual - your talents, experiences, achievements and points of view.  The campus Scholarships Offices may also use 
your personal statement to consider you for an award.  Think of the personal statement as your opportunity to introduce 
yourself to the admissions officers and faculty who will be evaluating your application.  What would you like them to know 
about you that may not be evident from a review of the rest of your application? The personal statement is required of all 
applicants.

Instructions
 �Respond to all three short-answer questions using a total of no more than 1,000 words. That means that two of your 

answers must be limited to approximately 200 words each. A third question should be given an extended answer of at 
least 600 words. You may choose which question to answer at more length. (A rationale is provided with each question 
to help you understand what the University is looking for in your response.) 

 �Stay within the 1,000-word-count limit as closely as you can. It is acceptable if you run a little over or under on an 
individual question (for example, a word count of 205 or 199 words is fine on your 200-word responses). 

 �In question 1, make sure to answer the version that matches your applicant level (freshman or transfer). 

Questions
1. �Academic Preparation 

The University seeks to enroll students who take initiative in pursuing their education (for example, developing a spe-
cial interest in science, language or the performing arts, or becoming involved in educational preparation programs, 
including summer enrichment programs, research or academic development programs such as EAOP, MESA, Puente, 
COSMOS or other similar programs). This question seeks to understand a student’s motivation and dedication to 
learning.

  Freshman applicants only: How have you taken advantage of the educational opportunities you have had to prepare for college? 

2. �Potential to Contribute 
UC welcomes the contributions each student brings to the campus learning community. This question seeks to deter-
mine an applicant’s academic or creative interests and potential to contribute to the vitality of the University.

  Tell us about a talent, experience, contribution or personal quality you will bring to the University of California.

3. �Open-Ended Question 
This question seeks to give students the opportunity to share important aspects of their schooling or their lives — 
such as their personal circumstances, family experiences and opportunities that were or were not available at their 
school or college — that may not have been sufficiently addressed elsewhere in the application.

 � Is there anything you would like us to know about you or your academic record that you have not had the opportunity to describe 
elsewhere in this application?
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Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

118831
118832

Sports 
Medicine 

(P)
10 X X Junior or Senior or at 

least 16 years old
Yes

g
E Year

This course trains students for jobs in sports therapy, physical 
therapy, rehabilitation and the fitness industry.  Students will 
be required to complete on-the-job training at sporting events.  
Course content includes health care history, CPR, First id Skills, 
principals of fitness, prevention and rehabilitation of sports 
injuries, medical terminology, anatomy and physiology.

118841
118842

Technical 
Theater 10 X X Junior or Senior or at 

least 16 years old No E Year

Students will have the opportunity to train in the newly 
refurbished Barnum Hall, learning digital soundboard, stage 
crew and theater management.  Students will learn the basic 
physical properties in the technical aspects of theater such as 
light, color, electricity, and sound.  They will learn to effectively 
operate a variety of production equipment.  Students will 
design, create, and implement production schedules, stage 
management plans, promotional ideas, and business for front-
of-house procedures for informal and formal productions.

102001
102002

ROP
Virtual 

Business 
Enterprise

(P)

5 X X Grade level 11-12 or 
16 years of age Yes E Year

Students will plan a corporation, design, and market an on-
line business, compete globally with over 2000 other virtual 
enterprises, meet top entrepreneurs and corporate managers.  
Includes business plans, financial reports, marketing and public 
relations.  Students will compete at real out-of-town trade shows 
and through online sales.  UC/CSU “g” Economics credit earned 
at completion of 2nd semester

118532
ROP

Web Page 
Design

5 X X

Junior or senior or 
at least 16 years 

old.  Strong technical 
interest in computers

No E Semester

This hands-on class will train students to design web pages.  
Additional instruction will be used to teach the student about 
the hardware and software needed to maintain Web pages and 
Web servers.

Regional Occupational Program (cont.)



48

Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

195100 
(SDC)
195110 
(RSP)

195160

Biology (P) 10 X X None
Yes

d
ER Year

                                          Biology is a college-preparatory course  
                                          designed to satisfy the University of  
                                          California requirement for a laboratory  
                                          science.  Students learn about  
                                          interactions in an ecosystem; functions  
                                      of cells, genetics, and evolution; and 
                                    characteristics of living things.  Students 
                                 at Malibu High become knowledgeable of the 
local environment through weekly oceanographic and biological 
research at Zuma Beach. 

195130 Biology  
(SE) (P) 10 X X X X

BG, IN, EA or 
AD score on 

CELDT & taken 
concurrently with 
Intermediate ELD 
or an English SE 

course.  This course 
is not appropriate 

for students in 
Beginning ELD

Yes
d

ER Year

This course is designed to provide an overview of cellular 
biology for English learners with special emphasis on teaching 
English vocabulary for scientific concepts that may already be 
familiar to the student.  A large part of the class is activity and 
lab-based.  Students are required to demonstrate their level 
of comprehension and application of concepts via various 
modalities; written and oral presentations, lab reports, and 
projects.

196110 
(RSP)

196160

Chemistry 
(P) 10 X X X

Completion of 
Algebra, concurrent 

enrollment in 
Intermediate 
Algebra, and 
satisfactory 

completion of 
Biology (C or higher)

Yes
d

ER Year

Chemistry is a college-preparatory course designed to satisfy 
UC’s requirements for a laboratory science.  This course covers 
the basic concepts of general chemistry: the mathematics 
of chemistry, atomic structure, inorganic nomenclature, the 
concept of mole, chemical reactions, stoichiometry, the gas 
laws, properties of water, solution concentrations, and acid-
base chemistry.  The course has a laboratory component and is 
mathematical in nature.

196130 Chemistry 
(SE) (P) 10 X X X

BG, IN, EA or 
AD score on 

CELDT & taken 
concurrently with 
Intermediate ELD 
or an English SE 

course.  This course 
is not appropriate 

for students in 
Beginning ELD

Yes
d

ER Year

Chemistry is a college- 
preparatory course designed  
to satisfy UC’s requirements  
for a laboratory science.   
This course covers the basic  
concepts of general chemistry:  
the mathematics of chemistry,  
atomic structure, inorganic  
nomenclature, the concept of  
mole, chemical reactions, stoichiometry,  
the gas laws, properties of water, solution concentrations, and 
acid-base chemistry.  The course has a laboratory component 
and is mathematical in nature.  This course uses the shelter 
strategies to assist the English learners.

197360 Physiology 
(P) 10 X X X X Biology Minimum 

grade of C-
Yes

d
ER Year

Students will explore the fascinating aspects of how living things 
perform their vital functions.  Students cover the nine body 
systems, their interdependence and their interaction with the 
environment.  The course includes studying the major bones, 
muscles, and organs of the body, the learning of physiological 
concepts, the application of these concepts to practical situations 
and the performance of physiological assessment skills.

198160 Physics (P) 10 X X X

Successful 
completion of 

Intermediate Algebra 
and Chemistry with a 
grade of C or better.  
Other measures may 
be required by site. 

Yes
d

ER Year

Physics is the study of the fundamental laws of nature applied 
to how things work from the atom to the universe.  It is a highly 
mathematical course covering the topics of kinematics, vector 
analysis, rotational dynamics, heat, sound, light, electricity, 
magnetism, quantum physics and relativity.  Students learn 
through lecture, lab and creative projects.

Science
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Science (cont.)

Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

197260
Design 

Engineering 
(P)

10 X X X X None No ER Year

Design Engineering is a college preparatory class for students 
with an interest in science, math, and technology.  It is created 
to develop an interest in engineering. and its related principles, 
and to provide hands-on instruction in a variety of related 
technologies.  Scientific principles (including applications 
of physics), mathematical concepts, communication skills, 
and problem solving techniques are taught through an 
activity oriented approach.  Robotics, electronics, hydraulics, 
pneumatics and computer design technologies will be explored 
by all students using the 6,000 sq. ft.  Design and Production 
Lab at Santa Monica High School.  The class is team taught as 
a joint endeavor by the Science and Technology Departments 
with a class limit of 40 students.
Student teams will research, design and build projects for 
practical applications a the local level, such as the Gardening 
Angels Greenhouse Project at the high school, and local and 
national competitions such as the Electrothon Electric Vehicle 
Competition and the JPL Robotics Competition.  Students will 
combine interdisciplinary skills to produce final products using 
computer integrated manufacturing (CIM) systems.  These 
projects will include team- produced research portfolios, 
engineering drawings, production plans, cost estimates, 
technical reports, and finished  products.

197260
196200 
(SDC)

196210 
(RSP)

196260

Earth 
Science (P) 10 X X X Algebra

Yes
g

ER Year

Earth Science is a college-preparatory elective course 
designed to satisfy the University of California “G” requirement 
for an elective science.  It meets the requirements for California 
Earth Science Standards.  Students will learn and understand 
the Dynamic Earth and the forces which shape it – the minerals, 
the rocks, the geologic formations and changes, plate tectonics, 
volcanoes, earthquakes, the atmosphere, the oceans and the 
weather.  This course covers these subjects as related to the 
geology of California which underlines the state’s wealth of 
natural resources as well as its natural hazards. The second 
semester covers astronomy, the history of the universe and the 
physical nature of its existence.  It will include an introduction to 
the techniques of observational astronomy.

197110 
(RSP)

197160

Marine 
Biology (P) 10 X X X

Successful 
completion of 

Biology.  Students 
must know how to 

swim.  Transportation 
fee requested.

Yes
d

E Year

The ocean and the things that live in it make up the foundation 
of this class.  Marine Biology is a one-year laboratory and 
outdoor field research course.  The course is project-oriented 
and students make extensive use of the beaches, offshore 
waters, and living marine specimens of southern California for 
their hands-on studies.  The course fulfills the University of 
California admissions requirement for laboratory science, but 
does not replace the graduation requirement for Laboratory 
Biology.  If you like the ocean and the outdoors, this is the 
Science course for you!

198960
Directed 
Science 

Research (P)
10 X X

Instructor approval; 
Marine Biology 

wit a “B” or better.  
Transportation fee 

requested.

Yes
g 

E Year
Directed Science Research is an advanced laboratory science 
course in which students design and implement laboratory and 
field research projects using standard techniques.

194101
194102
(SDC)
194151
194152

Health 5 X None No ER Semester

Health focuses on mental and physical well-being through 
exploration of the following major topics: personal responsibility, 
conflict resolution skills, multi-cultural education, nutrition, and 
sexual awareness.  Guest speakers from community agencies 
present topics of current interest.  Students are assessed by 
creative projects, journals, peer evaluation, quizzes, portfolios, 
and exams.  This course is reserved as a summer school option 
for students who did not meet the District’s health requirement 
through Freshman Seminar. 
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Science (Honors and Advanced Placement)
Course 

No. Title Credits
GRADES

Pre-requisite UC/ 
CSU

Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

195170 Biology (HP) 10 X X

A’s in 8th Grade 
Algebra and Physical 

Science plus the 
recommendation of 

8th grade science and 
math teachers

Yes
d

ER Year

Honors Lab Biology is a university-preparatory course 
designed to satisfy the University of California requirement 
for a laboratory science.  Students learn about cell biology, 
molecular biology, genetics, evolution, taxonomy, and ecology.  
Students at Malibu High become knowledgeable of the local 
environment through weekly oceanographic and biological 
research at Zuma Beach. 

196170 Chemistry 
(HP) 10 X X X

Concurrent 
enrollment in 
Intermediate 

Algebra Honors, a 
B in Biology.  Other 
measures may be 
required by site. 

Yes
d

ER Year

Honors Chemistry is a course designed for students who have 
demonstrated excellence in Biology and Mathematics.  The 
topics include all those covered in regular Chemistry P plus 
additional units in Quantum Chemistry, Chemical Periodicity, 
Thermochemistry and Neutralization.  The course is rigorous 
in nature, being both fast-paced and highly mathematical.  It 
includes a laboratory component.

197170 Marine 
Biology (HP) 10 X X

Minimum grade of 
C- in Biology and 

Chemistry

Yes
d

ER Year

Marine biology is the scientific study of plants, animals, 
and other organisms that live in the ocean.  This hands-on 
laboratory science course focuses on the chemical, physical, 
and biological properties of the California coastal environments, 
with special attention given to study of the Santa Monica 
Bay ecosystem.  Santa Monica pier and beach are used 
extensively for field observations and sampling from the 
marine environment.  The laboratory portion of this course 
will cover the physical and chemical properties of seawater, 
plankton collection and analysis, and the taxonomy, structure, 
and physiology of marine plants and animals.  Students are 
expected to complete at least one research project that is 
experimental in nature.  Field trips include some or all of the 
following:  Cabrillo Marine Museum, tide pools, whale-watching, 
Malibu Lagoon, and grunion hunting.   (Samohi only)

197170
(Malibu)

Marine 
Science 

(HP)
10 X X X

The course is 
 open to any student 
in grades 10, 11,12 
that earned a “B” or 
better in 9th grade 
Biology.  Students 
must know how to 

swim.  Transportation 
fee requested.

Yes
d

E Year

Honors Marine Biology is a one-year laboratory and outdoor 
field research course taught at the college level.  The course 
is research project-oriented and students make extensive use 
of the beaches, offshore waters, and living marine specimens 
of southern California for their hands-on studies.  Honors 
Marine Biology requires more calculating, graphing and reading 
technical scientific literature than Regular Marine Biology.  The 
course fulfills the University of California admissions requirement 
for laboratory science at the Honors level.  (Malibu High only)

195180 Biology (AP) 10 X X X
Minimum grade of A 
in Biology P and B in 

Chemistry P.

Yes
d

ER Year

Biology AP is designed to be the equivalent of a college level 
introductory biology course usually taken by biology majors 
during their first year.  The two main goals of this course 
are to help students develop a conceptual framework for 
modern biology and to help students gain an appreciation of 
science as a process.  The primary emphasis of this course 
is on developing an understanding of concepts rather than 
on memorizing terms and technical details.  The main topics 
covered in this course include the chemistry of life, cells, 
energetics, genetics, ecology, and the evolution, behavior, 
structure, and physiology of organisms.  Students must also 
complete 12 required AP Biology labs, which are conceptual in 
nature and quite extensive.  This course is demanding in both 
the time commitment and level of work required of the students.  
Students take the AP Biology exam in May.

196180 Chemistry 
(AP) 10 X X

Grade of B in 
Chemistry HP.  
Completion of 

Algebra II

Yes
d

ER Year

Chemistry AP is designed to be the equivalent of the general 
chemistry course usually taken during the first year of 
collage.  Students taking this course should attain a depth of 
understanding of fundamentals and a reasonable competence 
in dealing with chemical problems.  This course should also 
contribute to the development of the students’ abilities to think 
clearly and to express their ideas, orally and in writing, with clarity 
and logic.  This course is demanding in both the time commitment 
and level of work required of the students.  Students are expected 
to take the AP Chemistry exam in May.
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Science (Honors and Advanced Placement) (cont.)

Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

198280 Physics B 
(AP) 10 X X

Successful 
completion of Trig/
Pre-Calculus with a 

B grade or better

Yes
d

ER Year AP Physics B covers the same topics as Physics P on a 
compressed schedule.  The pace of the course is rigorous!

198380 Physics C 
(AP) 10 X

Successful 
completion of 

Pre-Calculus HP/
Calculus A HP with 
a B grade or better 

OR successful 
completion of 
Physics P/AP 

Physics B with a B 
grade or better and 

pre-Calculus

Yes
d

ER Year An extremely rigorous treatment of topics in Mechanics and 
Electricity/Magnetism.  Calculus will be used in this class.

198180 Physics  
(AP) 10 X X

Minimum grade 
of B in Chemistry 
and concurrent 
enrollment in 

Calculus, or consent 
of instructor.

Yes
d

ER Year

Physics AP is a two-semester calculus-based physics course 
and forms the first part of the college sequence that serves as 
the foundation in physics for students majoring in the physical 
sciences or engineering.  During this year course we cover 
topics in classical mechanics.  These topics covered are the 
calculus-based level and use of calculus in problem solving 
increases as the course progresses.  Strong emphasis is 
placed on solving a variety of challenging problems, some 
requiring calculus, and there is emphasis on analysis in the 
laboratory as well as in the classroom.  Students take the AP 
Physics exam in May.

197480
Environmen-
tal Science 

(AP)
10 X X

An “A” in Laboratory 
Biology, or a 

“B” or higher in 
Honors Laboratory 
Biology, AND an 
“A” in Laboratory 

Chemistry, or a “B” 
or higher in Honors 
Lab Chemistry.  The 

math requisite is 
a “B” or higher in 

Algebra 2.  APES is 
usually taken in the 
11th or 12th grade.

Yes
g

E Year

The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to 
provide students with the scientific principles, concepts and 
methodologies required to understand the interrelationships 
of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental 
problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the 
relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine 
alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them.  
Environmental science is interdisciplinary; it embraces a 
wide variety of topics from different areas of study: biology, 
chemistry, physics, geology, oceanography, economics and 
political science.  APES has a required laboratory and field 
component.  A transportation fee is requested.
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Visual and Performing Arts 
Art Courses

Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

151260
Art 

Foundations 
(P)

10 X X X X None
Yes

f
E Year

Students will build a visual arts portfolio for AP assessment.  
This class will enrich the high school experience of students 
willing and able to apply themselves to college-level projects.  
Students are expected to take the AP exam (a portfolio review) 
at the end of this class.

151800 
(SDC)
151860

Visual Arts 
(P) 10 X X X X None

Yes
f

E Year

Visual Arts is a course that introduces students to the four 
basic art disciplines.  The disciplines are drawing and painting, 
two-dimensional design and three-dimensional design.  Students 
will create works of art utilizing a variety of media and learned 
techniques that express their ideas creatively and effectively.  
Students will learn how to manipulate the principles and elements 
of art while they develop technical skills with various tools and 
media.  Art appreciation will be presented to help students, 
analyze the role and development of visual arts in the past and 
present.  This art course presents a core of knowledge essential 
to all other art classes.

154160 Ceramics 
1 (P) 5 X X X X None

Yes
f

E Semester
Students will study three-dimensional form in the medium of 
clay.  This course includes exploration of basic hand guiding 
techniques and the processes of glazing and firing.

154260 Ceramics 
2-4 (P) 5 X X Minimum grade of C 

in Ceramics 1
Yes

f
E Year

Student assignments are suited to individual interests.  The use 
of the potter’s wheel and continued skill building and design are 
emphasized.  May be repeated for credit.

154360
Ceramics/ 
Sculpture 

(P)
10 X X X None

Yes
f

E Year

Ceramics/Sculpture is a course designed for students to 
acquire technical skills, utilizing clay construction and sculpture 
techniques in a variety of media to express their ideas creatively 
and effectively.  Students will study three-dimensional form in the 
medium of day.  This course includes exploration of basic hand 
building techniques, throwing, and the process of glazing and 
firing.  Art appreciation will help the students analyze the role 
and development of ceramics and sculpture past and present.  
Students will use these learning tools in the creation of their own 
three-dimensional projects.

155160 Design 1 (P) 10 X X X X
Art Foundations. 

Beginning Drawing is 
recommended.

Yes
f

E Semester

Students will use fundamentals of design stressing all art 
principles and elements.  Line, shape, form, color, texture and 
value are studied in comprehensive layouts.  Emphasis is on art 
vocabulary.

155261
155262

Design 2-4 
(P) 10 X X Minimum grade of C 

in Design 1
Yes

f
E Semester

Students will explore the use of abstraction of form, two and 
three dimensional design, and architectural design.  May be 
repeated for credit.

155360 Digital 
Design (P) 10 X X X None

Yes
f

E Year

This is a comprehensive course that introduces students to 
the graphic design field.  Course provides a comprehensive 
foundation in design methods, conceptual skills, and 
digital techniques to create visually pleasing and effective 
communications.  Mastery of Mac platform:  publication design 
using Quark Xpress, digital imaging using Photoshop, and 
electronic imaging using Adobe Illustrator.  Building on mastery 
of these essential tools, students will learn the requirements 
of advertising and publication design, and understand the 
technical requirements of digital prepress.  Includes field trips to 
job sites. (See ROP)

152160
Beginning 
Drawing 1  

(P)
5 X X X X None

Yes
f

E Semester
Students will explore the use of abstraction to enhance drawing 
skill, creativity and artistic confidence.  Media to be explored will 
include pencil, ink, pastel, paint, and printing.
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Art Courses (cont.)

Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

152260 Drawing 2  
(P) 5 X X X Minimum grade of C 

in Beginning Drawing
Yes

f
E Semester

Students will do drawings to strengthen art ability and acquaint 
students with extensive exploration of techniques and media.  
Student from the class will be used as models.

152460 Painting 1  
(P) 5 X X X

Art Foundations and 
consent of instructor.  
Beginning Drawing is  

recommended.

Yes
f

E Semester
Students will use watercolor as a medium to stress color theory 
and development of individual style.  Current art as well as art 
of the past will be emphasized.

152560 Painting 2-4 
(P) 5 X X X Minimum grade of C 

in Painting 1
Yes

f
E Semester

Students will be exposed to extensive investigation of the 
history of style, self-portrait and mixed media techniques.  
Acrylic on canvas and watercolor will be used.  May be 
repeated for credit.

154460 Sculpture 
1 (P) 5 X X X Art Foundations

Yes
f

E Semester

Students will be exposed to creative basic construction in 
wood, plaster, and clay.  They will study the history of sculpture 
and learn why forms are put together to create expressive 
movement and composition.

154560 Sculpture 
2-4 P 5 X X X

Minimum grade of C 
or higher in Sculpture 

1 or Ceramics 1

Yes
f

E Semester
Students will be exposed to extensive investigation of the 
history of style, advanced three-dimensional design and 
complex sculpture problems.  May be repeated for credit.

Art Courses (Advanced Placement)

Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

154680 Studio Art 3D 
(AP) 10 X X X Minimum grade of B in 

Ceramics/Sculpture I
Yes

f
E Year

Ceramics/Sculpture II is a continuation of Ceramics/Sculpture I  
with emphasis on student assignments suited to individual 
interests.  Course emphasizes advanced concepts in ceramic/
sculpture and 3-D design.  A student wanting to use this 
class for 3-D Advanced Placement must have consent of the 
instructor, complete a portfolio for AP assignment, and take the 
AP exam (a portfolio review) at the end of the class.  Students 
not doing AP will complete class projects directs=d towards 
individual interests.

152680 Studio Art 2D 
(AP) 10 X X X Visual Arts

Yes
f

E Year

Students will design and execute individual artworks based 
on elements and principles of design as well as responses to 
historical, philosophical, and cultural references.  Emphasis is 
placed on skill building and technique in drawing and painting 
production.  A wide variety of media will be addressed including 
graphite, pen and ink, watercolor, acrylic, and oil pains.

152780
Studio Art: 
Drawing  

(AP)
10 X X X Visual Arts

Yes
f

E Year

Studio Art is for committed art students to pursue their studies 
in depth.  This environment is for the advanced student who 
wishes to master the skills acquired through a rigorous classical 
training.  Those students preparing for a career in Art and/or 
entrance to a college will greatly benefit from this course option: 
AP Studio Art-College Board.  Studio Art Majors may elect to 
fulfill the requirements for AP Studio Art program during this 
class. Students fulfill College Board portfolio requirements.  
Supply fee required.
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Performing Arts
Course 

No. Title Credits
GRADES

Pre-requisite UC/ 
CSU

Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

218030 
(Malibu)

Audio 
Technology 10 X X X Permission of 

Instructor No E Year

Music Exploration is a perfect class for would-be songwriters and 
composers.  It is designed for students who want to be involved 
in music, but may not fit into more traditional music classes.  
Students work with state-of-the-art recording equipment 
including Pro Tools and Logic Audio.  This is anew type of music 
class, exclusive to Malibu High with endless possibilities.

145460
Music 

Appreciation 
(P)

10 X X X X None
Yes

f
E Year

This course gives students an understanding and appreciation 
of music through its historical development, from the medieval 
period through modern classical and historical development, from 
the medieval period through modern classical and jazz music.  
Students will develop listening skills, knowledge of great composer, 
and appreciation of parallel historical/cultural developments.

144360
144460

Piano 1
Piano 2

10 X X X X None
Yes

f
E Year

Students will learn to read basic musical notation and perform 
Level 1 solo compositions.  Students will learn correct fingering, 
major scales, exercises, and chord structure, as well as time 
signature, note values, pitch names, dynamic markings and 
musical terms.

144160
144260

Guitar 1
Guitar 2

5 X X X X None
Yes

f
E Semester

This course teaches students to play the acoustic guitar.  
Students will learn proper posture and positioning, as well as 
finger picking and strumming techniques.  Students will play 
simple melodies and basic accompaniments and learn the 
basics of musical notation.  May be repeated for credit up to 
eight semesters.

199191
144192

Advanced 
Guitar  
(CC)

10 X X X X None
Yes

f
E Year Co-sponsored by SMC for community college credit.

141160 Intro to 
Strings 10 X X X X None

Yes
f

E Year Beginning instruction in the playing of violin, viola, cello and 
string bass.

141260
String 

Orchestra 
1-8 P

10 X X X X
Minimum of one year 

of prior study of a 
string instrument.

Yes
f

E Year

This course will develop the physical and intellectual abilities 
associated with playing a stringed instrument and reading 
music.  Students will rehearse, analyze and perform solo 
and ensemble music, while developing individual and group 
responsibilities and cooperation.  May be repeated for credit up 
to eight semesters.

141360
Concert 

Orchestra 
1-8 P

10 X X X X

Admission by 
audition only and/or 
written permission 
from the director.

Yes
f

E Year

This is a full orchestra including strings, percussion and winds.  
Increasingly sophisticated music, tone, scales and techniques 
will be explored.  The orchestra will perform at various 
venues throughout the school ear.  Sectional lessons for each 
instrument may be scheduled after school on a regular basis.  
May be repeated for credit up to eight semesters.

141460 Philharmonic 
Orchestra 10 X X X X

Admission by 
audition only and/or 
written permission 
from the director.

Yes
f

E Year

The Philharmonic Orchestra is a full orchestra which includes 
strings, winds, brass and percussion.  This full year course will 
work on increasingly sophisticated music.  Tone, scales and 
technique will be further developed.  The orchestra will perform 
at various events throughout the school year including school 
concerts and adjudicated festivals.  Sectional lessons for each 
instrument are scheduled after school on a regular basis.  May 
be repeated for credit. 

141560 Chamber 
Orchestra 10 X X X X

Admission by 
audition only and/or 
written permission 
from the director.

Yes
f

E Year

The Chamber Orchestra is the most advanced Orchestra 
ensemble at Samohi, comprised of the most advanced 
Symphony Orchestra members.  This ensemble performs 
professional-level repertoire. Class meets after school, twice 
a week for two hours at each meeting.  There will be public 
performances throughout the year, and in addition several 
performances at private functions, as the Chamber Orchestra 
will perform professionally.  May be repeated for credit.
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Performing Arts (cont.)

Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

141660 Symphony 
Orchestra 10 X X X X

Admission by 
audition only and/or 
written permission 
from the director.

Yes
f

E Year

The level of music played is very challenging, increasingly 
sophist rated music, tone, scales and techniques will be 
explored.  There will be public performances by the entire 
orchestra as well as solos and small ensembles throughout the 
year.  Sectional lessons for each instrument may be scheduled 
after school on a regular basis.  May be repeated for credit up to 
eight semesters.

142260 Concert 
Band 1 P 10 X X X X

Teacher 
recommendation.  

Concurrent 
enrollment in 

Marching Band is not 
required

Yes
f

E Year

Most freshmen band members will be enrolled in this 
intermediate instrumental organization, which emphasized the 
development of techniques and musicianship, studies a variety 
of band literature, and participates on public performances.

142360
Concert 
Band 2  
1-8 P

10 X X X X Selection by director 
based on audition

Yes
f

E Year

Samohi’s Concert Band is our mid-level performance ensemble.  
Students should expect to perform grade 3 and 4 literature 
written for intermediate to advanced high school ensembles.  
(Literature is graded on a scale of 1-6, 6 being the most 
challenging.)  May be repeated for credit up to eight semesters.

142460
Concert 
Band 3
1-8 P

10 X X X X Selection by director 
based on audition

Yes
f

E Year (Course description not available at this time.)  May be repeated 
for credit up to eight semesters.

142560
Wind 

Ensemble
1-8 P

10 X X X X Selection by director 
based on audition

Yes
f

E Year

One of the most outstanding high school bands in California, 
meeting the highest national and world standards for wind 
and percussion music.  This ensemble is reserved for the 
most advanced music students.  Freshmen are generally not 
accepted into this ensemble, absent special circumstances.  
Seniors are given special consideration, but are not 
automatically admitted.  Students should expect to perform 
grade 5 and 6 literature on a regular basis (literature written for 
college and professional ensembles).  (Literature is graded on 
a scale of 1-6, 6 being the most challenging.)  May be repeated 
for credit up to eight semesters.

142160 Intro to 
Winds 10 X X X X

Admission by 
audition only and/or 
written permission 
from the director.

Yes
f

E Year

Wind instrument students are exposed to grade 2-3 band/wind 
literature and students are taught standards based and age 
appropriate lessons involving rhythm, melody basic harmonic 
structures and  note reading in a classroom situation. In 
addition, fundamentals of music such as dynamics, phrasing, 
articulation, scales and knowledge of key signatures and music 
terminology.  Prerequisite: Basic musical skills and desire to 
play or ability to play an instrument at a beginner level

142660 Jazz Band 10 X X X X Selection by director 
based on audition

Yes
f

E Year

A select band dedicated to a special focus on jazz genres and 
styles.  Students should have a solid musical foundation before 
entering into the study of jazz.  Advanced listening and playing 
skills are required in order to perform the many American and 
World styles encompassed by the ever-expanding definition of 
jazz.

116481 Marching 
Band 10 X X X X Selection by director 

based on audition
Yes

f
E Year

Meets Physical Education credit.  Samohi’s most visible 
and popular band ensemble.  One of the oldest high school 
marching bands in the western United States, the marching 
band has enjoyed an outstanding history of innovation 
and excellence.  Students should maintain a high level of 
musicianship and behavior as members of this ensemble, and 
expect to spend extra time and energy during the marching 
season at parades, football games and half-time tournaments, 
as well as weekend competitions.  Marching Band meets fall 
semester and fulfills 1 semester of Physical Education credit.  
Freshmen should take a 9th Grade Physical Education class the 
second semester. 
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Performing Arts (cont.)

Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

143160
Concert 

Choir 
P

10 X X X X None
Yes

f
E Year

This is an entry-level choir with no experience necessary.  
Students in this ensemble will work on basic vocal technique, 
musicianship, and performance technique, studying and 
performing choral literature from the Classical to 20th Century 
periods.  They will learn the fundamentals of music theory and 
notation, along with pronunciation of Latin, Italian, German, 
French and English. Students will become familiar with the 
“movable do” system of solfege sight-singing.  Students will 
perform with the ensemble twice each year and once alone in 
front of the class.

143560
(Malibu)

High School 
Chorus

(P)
10 X X X X None

Yes
f

E Year

High School Choir is a beginning vocal technique class that 
encourages students to learn to sing.  Emphasis is placed on 
developing the basics in good vocal production and learning to 
read music.  Students are given individual as well as ensemble 
coaching by the director.  Classical, folk, multicultural, pop and 
Broadway styles of choral music are learned and performed.  
Performance requirements include concerts, festivals, clinics 
and community events.

143260
Men’s 

Chorus  
(P)

10 X X X X Previous choral 
experience, audition

Yes
f

E Year

This is an intermediate course in which students will study and 
perform choral literature for mixed voices from the Renaissance 
to 20th Century periods.  Students will strengthen their 
knowledge of the pronunciation of Latin, Italian, German, French 
and English.  They will learn more intricate aspects of music 
theory and notation and will become proficient with the “movable 
do” system of solfege sight-singing.  Students will perform at 
Winter and Spring Concerts, in front of class and at graduation.

143360
Women’s 
Chorus 

P
10 X X X X Previous choral 

experience, audition
Yes

f
E Year

This is an intermediate choir with audition required.  Students 
will study and perform choral literature for treble voices from 
the Renaissance to 20th Century periods.  They will strengthen 
their knowledge of the pronunciation of Latin, Italian, German, 
French and English.  They will learn more intricate aspects of 
music theory and notation. Students will become proficient with 
the “movable do” system of solfege sight-singing.  Students will 
perform with the ensemble twice each year and once alone in 
front of the class and graduation.

143560
High School 

Chorale   
(P)

10 X X X Previous choral 
experience, audition

Yes
f

E Year

Intermediate course.  Students will study and perform choral 
literature for large mixed choirs from the Renaissance to the 
20th Century periods and will begin to study more extended 
choral works.  They will become moderately proficient in the 
pronunciation of Latin, Italian, German, French and English.  
Students will become proficient with the “movable do” system of 
solfege sight-singing.  Students will perform with the ensemble 
four times each year and once alone in front of the class.

143460
Chamber 
Singers 

P
10 X X X

Previous choral 
experience at 

Samohi, audition

Yes
f

E Year

This is an advanced ensemble; audition required.  Students 
will study and perform advanced choral literature for treble 
choirs from the Renaissance to the 20th Century periods and 
will study more extended choral works.  They will become 
proficient in the pronunciation of Latin, Italian, German, 
French and English.  Students are expected to be proficient 
with the “movable do” system of solfege sight-singing.  
Students will perform with the ensemble at least four times 
each year and once alone in front of the class.

143660
Madrigal 

Ensemble  
P

10 X X X
Previous choral 
experience at 

Samohi, audition

Yes
f

E Year

This is an advanced ensemble; audition required.   Students 
will perform advanced choral literature for mixed chamber 
choirs from the Renaissance to the 20th Century periods and 
will study more extended choral works.  They will become 
proficient in the pronunciation of Latin, Italian, German, 
French and English.  Students are expected to be proficient 
with the “movable do” system of solfege sight-singing.  
Students will perform with the ensemble at least four times 
each year and once alone in front of the class.
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Performing Arts (cont.)

Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

157151
157152

Intro to Film 10 X X X X None No E Year

Students are given a college-level introduction to the worlds of 
film and video.  Through viewing some of the world’s greatest 
motion pictures and several classic videos, the nature of 
film–both artistically and technically–is analyzed and discussed.  
Students become visually literate, capable of understanding 
and creating video and film.  Assignments include watching 
films, writing papers, attending Samohi productions, and class 
presentations.

157250 Film 2 5 X X X Introduction to Film No E Semester

This course builds on the knowledge and skills attained in 
Introduction to Film and is designed for the student who wishes 
to begin making student film and videos.  This class may be 
repeated for credit.

156261
156262

Acting 1  
(P) 5 X X X X None

Yes
f

E Year

An introduction to the art and craft of acting from multiple 
perspectives.  Students develop skill through detailed script 
analysis, comic, and dramatic monologues, scenes, and short 
plays.  An extensive actor’s notebook based on lectures and 
acting exercises is kept.  Students will perform monologues, 
dialogues, one-act plays, and works as “crew”.  Students will 
learn techniques to overcome stage fright, learn to analyze 
and understand scripts, and develop a range of personal, 
educational, and artistic skills.  Students will be critiqued and 
will also learn to work cooperatively and develop trust and 
responsibility.  Through training, students learn to conquer 
the near-universal fear of getting up in front of people and 
gain new self-confidence in pressure situations.  Students are 
required to audition for all Samohi plays.  This class may be 
taken as Acting 1, and taken again as Acting 2.  Both courses 
are offered together each semester.

156361
156362 Acting 2 

(P) 10 X X X

Acting 1-2 
(Beginning Theater 
Arts) or permission 

from teacher.

Yes

f
E Year

An introduction to different acting styles as well as the 
distinctions in acting or different media.  Exercises may 
include acting for the camera, naturalistic acting, classical and 
Shakespearean styles, musical comedy, farce, etc.  Students 
develop advanced skills in acting through individualized 
coaching, instruction, and advanced acting projects.

156460 
(Malibu)

Theater Arts 
(P) 10 X X X X None

Yes
f

E Year

This course is designed for students with or without any previous 
knowledge of theater arts.  The students will learn specialized 
vocabulary and explore the following areas of theater: improvisation, 
monologue and scene work, set and costume design, make-up, 
directing and playwriting.  Through theatrical games and exercises 
the focus of this class will be to work in a collaborative environment 
while developing self-esteem and self-confidence.  The students will 
be required to attend all MHS theatrical venues.

218020 
(Malibu)

Professional 
Actor (P) 10 X X X

Drama instructor 
approval only 

(Auditions will be 
held in advance)

Yes
f

E Year

This advanced theater course is designed to further develop 
the actor’s acting technique through practical application in 
production.  Leadership, commitment and working well under 
pressure are stressed.

156460
Theater Arts 
Workshop 

1-8 (P)
5 X X X

Previous theater 
arts classes or 

permission from 
teacher

Yes
f

E Year

Advanced Theatre Arts students will write, direct, produce, 
and act in original works (both plays and videos) that will be 
presented to the public every Friday after school.  This unique 
“experimental theatre workshop” is modeled after similar 
workshops at most of the major college theatres in America.  
Projects may include main stage production (acting, stage 
management, assistant directing, technical theater, designing, 
and producing) and specialized individual projects (acting, 
writing, directing, and producing original one-act plays.)  This 
class may be repeated for credit, and if offered every semester.

218010 
(Malibu)

Stagecraft 
Technology 

(P)
10 X X X None

Yes
f

E Year
Learn how to conceptualize and design lighting, sound, props, 
sets, costumes, and make-up.  Learn how to use, care and 
upkeep the equipment and supplies related to production goals.
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Performing Arts  
(Advanced Placement and College Dual Enrollment)

Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

145380 
(Malibu)

Music 
Theory  

(AP)
10 X X

Grade A or B in 
vocal or instrumental 
music plus teacher 

recommendation and 
a readiness audition 

on voice or on an 
instrument

Yes
f

E Year

This course is designed to prepare students for the Advanced 
Placement exam in music theory.  Students will focus on 
musicianship, theory, musical materials, and procedures wile 
integrating aspects of melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, 
musical analysis, and composition.  This in-depth study of 
reading and writing musical notation will prepare students for 
the AP Music Theory exam in May.

144192
Advanced 

Guitar  
(CC)

10 X X X X Audition
Yes

f
E Year Co-sponsored by SMC for community college credit.

143860 Vocal Jazz 
(CC) 10 X X X Audition

Yes
f

E Year Co-sponsored by SMC for community college credit.

999999

Introduction 
to the 

Theatre 
(Theatre 

Arts 2, SMC)

10 X X X English 21  
(SMC course)

Yes
f

E Year

Offered by Santa Monica College.  This survey course is 
designed to provide the student with a general knowledge of 
theatre and its influence on modern society.  It emphasizes 
the historical growth, basic vocabulary, skills, and crafts of the 
theatre.  Attendance of theatre productions for which students 
must purchase tickets is  required.  This course offers non-
theatre majors a basis for critical analysis that will aid in a 
greater appreciation and understanding of theatre and other 
mass media.
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Course 
No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

157150
Film 

Production
10 X X X None ER

Fall or
Year

This course is designed for students with or without any 
previous experience in film production.  Students will learn 
the elements of writing, storyboarding, shooting, editing, and 
scoring their own film projects.  Students will use current 
software and digital/audio equipment in collaboration with other 
students to create their film projects.

156150 Drama 10 X X X None ER
Fall or
Year

This course is designed for students with or without any 
previous knowledge or experience in acting or theater arts.  
Students will learn and explore the following areas of theater:  
improvisation, monologue, scene work, and stand-up comedy.  
Through theatrical games and exercises the focus of this class 
will be to work in a collaborative environment while developing 
self-esteem and self-confidence.

121610 Jewelry 10 X X X None ER
Fall or
Year

This course is designed for students with or without any 
previous knowledge or experience with beading or in jewelry 
production.  Students will learn the history of beads and 
beading from a cultural context as well as in contemporary 
society.  Each will learn to string, knot, wire wrap, design, and 
complete earring, necklace, bracelet and bookmark projects.

055160 English 9 10 X None ER Year

English 9A is a course that introduces students to literature 
through a variety of genres.  It requires students to engage in 
higher-level speaking, writing and listening exercises based 
upon a variety of reading in essays, novels, short stories, 
poetry and plays. As a writing element, students will analyze 
interactions, determine character traits, recognize and 
understand the significance of these different literary devices.
English 9B is designed to improve reading, writing, and thinking 
skills. The elements of composition (grammar, usage and 
mechanics) and the conventions of the English language are 
taught through the study of models, text exercises, students’ 
writing and outside reading.  Students will write analytical 
essays as well as produce other forms of writing.  As a journal 
writing class students will understand and be able to compose 
biographical or autobiographical narratives or short stories, 
persuasive essays, expository essays and research essays,

056160 English 10 10 X English 9 ER Year

English 10A and 10B are courses that focus on world literature 
in which readings are multi-cultural and incorporate historical 
perspectives.  The goal of this course is to make students able 
readers of literature and able writers of analytical and narrative 
prose.  Students will be required to read literature of many 
cultures and write both personally and analytically about what 
they read.  Besides the different writing strategies, there is a 
strong commitment to vocabulary and concept development.

157250 20th  
Century Film 10 X X X None ER Year

This elective course will introduce students  
to the history of the 20th century as seen  
through the cameras’ eye. The class  
will chart the progress and  
development of world history  
through cinema, focusing on  
American cinema.  The class will  
cover techniques and devices used  
by filmmakers to communicate  
meaning.  The course will consist of  
some reading, film viewing, lecture, analysis, and paper 
writing all designed to increase understanding and 
appreciation of film as an art form.  In addition, students will 
investigate the American myth, or character, that each film 
attempts to convey.
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No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

196260 Earth Science 10 X None ER Year

Earth Science is a college-preparatory elective course 
designed to satisfy the University of California “G” requirement 
for an elective science.  It meets the requirements for California 
Earth Science Standards.  Students will learn and understand 
the Dynamic Earth and the forces which shape it – the minerals, 
the rocks, the geologic formations and changes, plate tectonics, 
volcanoes, earthquakes, the atmosphere, the oceans and the 
weather.  This course covers these subjects as related to the 
geology of California which underlines the state’s wealth of 
natural resources as well as its natural hazards.  The second 
semester covers astronomy, the history of the universe and the 
physical nature of its existence.  It will include an introduction 
to the techniques of observational astronomy as well as two 
special astronomy/camping trips to the premier dark sky area 
in Southern California, Mt. Pinos located in the Los Padres 
National Forest.

195160 Biology 10 X None ER Year

Biology is a college-preparatory course designed to satisfy the 
University of California requirement for a laboratory science.  
Students learn about interactions in an ecosystem; functions 
of cells, genetics, and evolution; and characteristics of living 
things.  Students at Olympic High become knowledgeable of 
the local environment through monthly oceanographic and 
biological research at Ocean Park Beach as well as work in 
Olympics organic garden.

086160 World 
History 10 X None ER Year

Students study major turning points that shaped the modern 
world, from the late eighteenth century through the present, 
including the cause and course of the two world wars.  
They trace the rise of democratic ideas and develop an 
understanding of the historical roots of current world issues, 
especially as they pertain to international relations.  Students 
relate current world issues to their historical, geographic, 
political, economic, and cultural contexts.  Students consider 
multiple accounts of events in order to understand international 
relations from a variety of perspectives.  Students are 
challenged to think critically about past events and understand 
how those events have affected the present.  Students develop 
historical research and writing skills.  Students analyze a variety 
of different sources on each topic to understand the multiple 
perspectives that exist in the study of history.

087260 Criminal 
Justice 10 X X X None ER Year

This course is in collaboration with the Santa Monica Police 
Department.  Students learn to integrate their knowledge of the 
California Penal Code and California Educational Code into 
their everyday lives.  The program focuses on the development 
of public speaking, critical thinking, and communication skills.

121620 Sober Living 5 X X X None ER Semester

This elective course is designed to focus on the real-life 
dangers of substance abuse.  Students explore the dangers 
of addiction presented weekly by speakers from Alcoholics 
Anonymous, who volunteer their time.

194150 Healthy 
Living 5 X X X None ER Semester

An optional elective available to students who have completed  
the required health class.  The course is designed to continue 
the exploration of healthy life styles including a balanced diet, 
exercise, and an understanding of risky and unsafe behavior.

142150 Blastbeat 5 X X X None ER Semester

In this course students form a mini music company with the 
staging of a battle of the bands, as a culminating activity. Team 
members are appointed to various positions within the company 
to manage all the aspects of putting on their show – writing a 
business plan, recruiting of bands, event promotion, selling 
tickets, and the actual staging of the concert itself. Students are 
required to write about their work, before and after the show, to 
assess how they’ve managed their assignments, and to reflect 
on what they could have done to improve their results.
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No. Title Credits

GRADES
Pre-requisite UC/ 

CSU
Grad. 
Req.

Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

153160 Venice Arts 
Photography 10 X X X None ER Semester/

Year

Students will be introduced to basic photography skills, 
exposing and digitally printing color prints.  Students use 35mm 
DSLR cameras to learn photography fundamentals.  Each week 
students will review and discuss their works.  Students will have 
learned to operate a 35mm camera, expose, process, and print 
color and black and white prints in a digital lab. Note: Class held 
on campus assisted by teachers of Venice Arts Studio

144160 Guitar 10 X X X None ER Semester/
Year

This all levels course teaches absolute beginners the basics 
and allows more advanced players to develop, broaden, and 
refine their playing skills.  Students learn the fundamentals 
of reading, proper technique, theory, and songs of their 
choice.  Electric bass instruction is also available to students   
Professional musicians are scheduled as guest speakers to 
provide insight into their careers in music.

144351 Drum 10 X X X None ER Semester/
Year

An exploration in rhythm.  This class focuses on hand drums 
such as djembe, dumbek, congos, bongos, and cajon.  Drum kit 
instruction will also be integrated into the class.  A wide variety 
of professional musicians are scheduled as guest speakers.

116040 Dance 10 X X X None ER Semester/
Year

Students will learn basic dance moves and choreographed 
routines.  There will be a minimum of three routines learned 
and students will perform in front of an audience as a final 
performance and grade.

116510 PE 10 X X X X None ER Semester/
Year

This class places on emphasis on fitness, team, and individual 
sports.  In learning about fitness, the students become familiar 
with new concepts related to the physiology of exercise; become 
knowledgeable consumers in relation to fitness; and experience 
a wide variety of exercises for flexibility, muscular strength and 
endurance.  In team sports, students learn history, rules, and 
strategies of the sport and become proficient in the appropriate 
skills.  Students will also begin to identify preference for types 
of physical activity that can be pursued over the long term for 
fitness and recreation.  The course includes the five areas of 
PE instruction:  effects of physical activity upon dynamic health, 
mechanics of body movement, individual and dual sports, team 
sports, and combatives.

151260 Art 
Foundation 10 X X X X None ER Semester/

Year

Students will build a foundation for art using the elements and 
principles.  They will explore various materials such as: pencil, ink, 
chalk, watercolor pencil, oil stick, and paint to build their skill level.  
Each project build upon the previous knowledge as students utilize 
their creativity to connect with responses to cultural and historical 
influences.  Students will follow the California State Standards 
during the course study to create and analyze their own and 
significant pieces of art and begin to connect and apply to other 
subject matter.

151150 Advanced 
Art 1 & 2 10 X X X X Art Foundation ER Semester/

Year

Advanced Art is based on the Content Standards for the Visual 
and Performing Arts. Students will continue to investigate and 
refine the techniques and skills developed in Art Foundation.  
Students will build portfolios that showcase their varied ability 
using differing materials and varied subject matter.  Using the 
Yenewine methodology, students will critique their work and 
those of historical/ cultural significance to assist in making 
informed judgment about Art.

151460 Advanced 
Art 3 & 4 10 X X X X Advanced Art 1 & 2 ER Semester/

Year

Students who have previously completed Advanced Art and 
have developed a highly advanced skill, create a portfolio of 
artwork that showcases a particular theme.  Students and 
teacher work together to choose a personally significant subject 
matter that will be expressed through paintings, drawings, 
printmaking or mixed media.  Student work is showcased, while 
these students look toward Art as a career path.
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GRADES
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CSU
Grad. 
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Semester/
Year Description

9 10 11 12

153160 Photography 10 X X X X None ER Semester/
Year

Photography students will study the function and usage of the 
camera while documenting 12 genres.  Cutting edge computer 
programs such as Photoshop and Lighthouse will be utilized to 
manipulate imagery and execute final imaging.  The culminating 
project includes a theme based triptych.

155360 Digital 
Design 5 X X X X None E Year

Students will acquire a basic foundation in design methods, 
conceptual skills, and digital techniques to create visually 
pleasing and effective graphic communications.  Students will 
develop digital imaging using Photoshop and electronic imaging 
using Adobe Illustrator.  Note: Held off campus at Virginia Park.

116990 PAL PE 5 X X X X None ER Year

The course is designed to develop strength, flexibility, and 
endurance.  Students will learn basic and advanced boxing 
routines while working one on one or in a group setting with a 
certified boxing coach.  Students will learn basic principals of 
nutrition, physical fitness and over all conditioning using the 
nautilus equipment and fitness props.  Note: Class held off 
campus at Virginia Park.

130250 CAHSEE 
Math Prep 5 or 10 X X X None ER Semester/

Year

This course explores 5 High School Exit Exam strands as 
concepts: Measurement & Geometry, Data & Statistics, Algebra 
& Functions, Number Sense, and Algebra.  Vocabulary and 
computational fluency as well as problem solving skills are 
present throughout curriculum.

130350 Consumer 
Math 5 or 10 X X

Essentials for 
Algebra or CAHSEE 

passing score
ER Semester/

Year

This course explores daily math concepts using the California 
Mathematic Goals as a framework.  Fluency with basic 
computational skills, understanding of mathematical concepts, 
problem solving, data collection and analysis, as well as making 
connections between ideas and other disciplines are developed 
while mastering practical skills like Earning Money, Shopping 
for Clothes, Currency Exchange, Banking and Investing and 
Developing Your Own Budget.

138560
Probability 

and 
Statistics

5 X X
Essentials for 

Algebra or CAHSEE 
passing score

This course is an introduction to the study of probability, 
interpretation of data, and fundamental statistical problem 
solving.  Mastery of this academic content provides students 
with a solid foundation in probability and facility with processing 
statistical information.

055150

CAHSEE 
English/

Language 
Arts

5 or 10 X X X Essentials for C

This course provides the students with the necessary content 
and skills to pass the High School Exit Exam in English/
Language Arts.  Vocabulary development and reading 
comprehension are presented as well as practice tests are 
utilized.

121860 Career 
Exploration 5 X X X None ER Semester

This course is designed for students to explore various career 
pathways.  It addresses the creative and design talents 
of students while incorporating math skills.  The course is 
divided into two main areas: career exploration and basic 
construction skills.  Assessment of student mastery will be 
primarily performance based.  Students will be assessed as 
they progress through the completion of each project within the 
course.
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