Malibu High School

8th Grade Language Arts Syllabus—

SAMPLE AVAILABLE FOR USE BY OTHER 8TH GRADE ENGLISH TEACHERS

Mrs. Lapajne

lapajne@smmusd.org
Overview of Class:  This standards-based class is designed to prepare students for the rigor of high school English.  Students will write essays, deliver oral presentations, work collaboratively in groups, and complete other formal and informal assignments throughout the year.

Required Materials:  two-inch, three-ring spiral bound notebook with lined paper or separate section in a larger notebook, blue or black ink pens, a red pen, pencils, and reading material of student’s choice (appropriate reading level)

Texts:  Holt Literature and Language Arts anthology (HL), Holt Handbook (language conventions) (HDBK), To Kill a Mockingbird, The Diary of Anne Frank (play adaptation), Scope magazine and various poems

September

	Standards
	Concepts
	Assignments

	Reading/Literary Analysis

Word Analysis, Fluency, Vocabulary 1.1, Literary Response and Analysis 3.2 , Vocabulary 1.3
	Review: Active Reading Strategies and Literary Terms 


	HL: Ch. 1 pp 4-81, pp 562-563, pp 811-826

*Diagnostic Assessment 9/10

	Writing/Listening/ Speaking

Writing Applications 2.4, 

Writing Strategies 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.6
	Persuasive Writing, Business Letters and Memos 
	HL: WS #5 pp 704-739, pp 610-631

	Language Conventions
Vocabulary 1.2, Spelling 1.6
	History of English Language and Spelling 
	HL: pp 17-18, 55-56, 71, 120-121,  HDBK: pp 368-397, 494-497


October

	Standards
	Concepts
	Assignments

	Reading/Literary Analysis Literary Response and Analysis 3.6,  Vocabulary 1.3
	Identify Significant Literary Devices 

that Define Style 
	HL: Ch. 5 pp 348- 399,  pp 570-571

	Writing/Listening/ Speaking

Writing Applications 2.1,  Writing Strategies 1.0, 1.1, 1.2, 1.6
	Narrative 


	HL: WS #1 pp 586- 609

	Language Conventions
Grammar 1.4
	Review: Parts of Speech 
	HDBK Ch. 2 pp 24-77


November 


	Standards
	Concepts
	Assignments

	Reading/Literary Analysis
Lit. Response and Analysis 3.1, Vocab. 1.3
	Poetry (Identify Type, Analyze, and Recite)
	HL: Ch. 6 pp 400-465, 572-573

	Writing/Listening/ Speaking

Writing Applications 2.2, Writing Strategies 1.0, 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.6, Listen/Speak 2.5
	Response to Literature 


	HL: WS #2 pp 610-641, 637-640, 773-775

	Language Conventions
Sentence Structure 1.1, 1.3, Grammar 1.4
	Parts of a Sentence (also includes run-ons and fragments) 
	HDBK pp 2-23


December (Winter Break=December 24-January 4)

	Standards
	Concepts
	Assignments

	Reading/Literary Analysis Narrative Analysis of Text 3.3, Vocabulary 1.3
	Compare and Contrast Character Motivation and Reactions 
	HL: pp 84 -146, 290-292, 564- 565

	Writing/Listening/ Speaking Writing Applications 2.2, Writing Strategies 1.1, 1.6
	Response to Literature (Character Analysis) 
	HL: WS #2 pp113-119, 129-135, 610-641

	Language Conventions
Sentence Structure 1.1, 1.3, Grammar 1.4
	The Clauses 
	HDBK pp 118-137


January (Semester 1 ends January 25)

	Standards
	Concepts
	Assignments

	Reading/Literary Analysis Narrative Analysis of Text 3.5, Vocabulary 1.3
	Analyze Universal Themes 
	HL: Ch. 4 pp 208-347,  The Diary of Anne Frank, * Semester Final 1/25

	Writing/Listening/ Speaking

Writing Applications 2.2, Writing Strategies 1.1, 1.6
	Response to Literature (Theme)


	HL: pp 212-283, pp 318-327, pp 329-336 

	Language Conventions
Sentence Structure 1.1,1.3, Grammar 1.4
	Sentence Structures
	HDBK pp 138 – 153


February

	Standards
	Concepts
	Assignments

	Reading/Literary Analysis 

Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level– Appropriate Text 3.2, Vocabulary 1.3
	Analyze the Relevance of Setting to the Mood, Tone, and Meaning 
	 HL: Ch. 3  pp148-207, 566-567

 To Kill A Mockingbird,*District Writing Assessment 2/4

	Writing/Listening/ Speaking

Writing Application 2.3, Writing Strategy 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, Speaking Applications 2.3
	Research (Reading Informational Materials)
	HL: WS #4 pp 666-703 



	Language Conventions
Grammar 1.4, Sentence Structure 1.1, 1.2, 1.3
	Agreement and Writing Effective Sentences
	HDBK pp154–183, 436-471


March

	Standards
	Concepts
	Assignments

	Reading/Literary Analysis  Reading Comprehension 2.1, 2.5, 2.6, Vocabulary 1.3
	Reading for Life 
	HL: Ch. 8 pp 526-559, 576-577

	Writing/Listening/ Speaking

Writing Applications 2.6
	Writing Technical Documents 
	HL: WS #3 pp 642-665 



	Language Conventions 

Sentence Structure 1.2, 1.3, Grammar 1.4, Punctuation and Capitalization 1.5
	Punctuation and Capitalization


	HDBK pp 284-309; 310- 339; 340 – 367


April 

	Standards
	Concepts
	Assignments

	Reading/Literary Analysis                 Reading Comprehension 2.1, 2.5, 2.6,  Vocabulary 1.3
	Reading for Life 
	HL: Ch. 8 pp 526-559, pp 576-577  *State Testing 4/28-5/16

	Writing/Listening/ Speaking

Writing Applications 2.5
	Writing Career-Related Documents 
	HL: WS #6 pp 740-753

	Language Conventions

Sentence Structure 1.3, Grammar 1.4, Punctuation and Capital. 1.5, Spelling 1.6
	Test Smarts 
	HL pp 783 – 790, HDBK pp 498 - 503


May

	Standards
	Concepts
	Assignments

	Reading/Literary Analysis                 Reading Comprehension 2.4
	Compare Original Text to Summary 
	HL: Ch 6 pp 434-436, pp 455-457  *State Testing 4/28-5/16

	Writing/Listening/ Speaking 

Writing Strategies 1.0, Writing Appl.s 2.0
	Promotions Speech and Exit Interview 
	Class Handouts 

	Language Conventions
Written and Oral Lang. Conventions 1.0
	Review and Trouble Shooting 
	HDBK Ch. 12 pp 262-283


June

	Standards
	Concepts
	Assignments

	Reading/Literary Analysis                   Reading Comprehension 2.7, Literary Response and Analysis 3.7
	Person Behind the Text 


	HL: Ch. 7 pp 466-525, pp 574-575 *Semester Finals 6/17 - 6/19

	Writing/Listening/ Speaking

Speaking Applications 2.1-2.4
	Listening and Speaking 
	HL: WS #1 p 604, WS #2 p 632, 637, WS #4 p 696, WS #5 p 726

	Language Conventions
Written and Oral Lang. Conventions 1.0
	Review and Trouble Shooting (Cont.)
	HDBK Ch. 17 pp 398-432


